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although one cannot conceive of democratic socialism without 
mechanical production, it is easy enough to speed up the pro- 
duction and forget the socialism. 

Stalin was less satished with the state of agriculture, which 
was too widely spread, in too small strips, and insufheiently 
productive. Followi ing the Opposition, he awoke, in his turn, to 
the kulak danger. According to the evidence, the well-to-do 
peasants were forced to hoard their grain since they were unable 
to exchange it for stable currency or for manufactured goods, 
while the poor peasants vegetated on infinitely subdivided 
patches of ground, without the necessary manure or tools. 
“Whar is at issuc is the change from small individual peasant 
enterprises to large-scale cultivation, on the basis of collective 
cultivation of the soil . .. using a new and improved technique,” 
but always going slowly, without compulsion, using the forces 
of persuasion and example: “Those comrades who think of dis- 
posing of the bulak by administrative measures, by the G.P.U., 
are wrong. This is an casy but not an effective way. The kulak 
must be dealt with by economic measures on a basis of revolu- 
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tionary legality. And revolutionary legality is no empty phrase. 
It does not, however, exclude the use of certain administrative 
measures against the kulaks.... 

No administrative measures, therefore—but administrative 
measures all the same. And by this cuphemism Stalin meant what 
Lenin termed “the abominations of Bashi-Bazouks,” confisca- 
tions of wheat from the more provident cultivators, pillage 
which was at the same time official and illegal, and which could 
not be carried out without clashes and cruelty. “Admunistra- 
tive” meant the police and the military, since such administra- 
tion is only practicable by armed men. This prospect meant war 
against the peasants who held back their grain, or a policy of 
spoliation such as the majority had reproached the minority with 
advocating, but which they had annexed, like industrialisation, 
to their own programme. 

On the Opposition, which was the principal theme of the 
Congress, Stalin was content to repeat all the old stories. He 
drew up a brief “balance-sheet of the discussion”: approximately 
4,000 votes were cast for the Opposition, he said, but without 
explaining that more than a thousand expulsions had intimidated 
the Party members. A year later Stalin was to speak retrospec- 
tively of 10,000 votes against the Central Committee, plus twice 
as many who did not vote, say 30,000 Oppositionists under the 
bureaucratic terror, “under the knout of the administration” as 
Trotsky and his followers named it later. Here is another 
example of the truth of statistics: Stalin mentions 10,346,000 as 
the round total of paid workers in all categories both in the 
towns and country, and S. Kossior gives the number of trade 
unionists as 10,000,000. The entire total of wage-earners would 
thus be enrolled in the trade unions, including children, dav 
labourers, domestics, wet-nurses and the millions of illiterates 
in remote places, far from towns and communications, where 
occupational unions could not possibly exist... . The other 
calculations, coefficients and percentages with which the various 
secretaries and reporters juggled are as little to be trusted. 

“The Opposition must disarm, utterly and completely, both 
in the ideological and the organisational spheres,” Stalin con- 
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cluded. The audience, excited by a series of venomous speeches, 
knew what its masters expected of it and demonstrated without 
stint. Trotsky and Zinoviev, already expelled, were not there 
to reply. Rakovsky, only recently Ambassador in Paris and re- 
called by the Government as the result of a hostile campaign 
waged against him by the reactionary French press, was abused 
like an intruder, covered with insults and sarcasms, interrupted 
and mocked at every phrase, then at every word, finally chased 
off the platform, where he had had the useless courage to expose 
himself as in a pillory. Other comrades of the same tendency 
were not much better treated. Kamenev alone succeeded more 
or less in making himself heard, for his conciliatory manner, 
full of implications, seemed to indicate new possibilities. 
Nevertheless, the Opposition renewed its desperate efforts to 
avoid the inevitable. 

In a declaration signed by 121 names and countersigned by 
another §2, the Opposition protested its loyalty and admitted 
responsibility for the lack of discipline: “We have no disagree- 
ment of principle with the Party.” It denied having accused the 
Central Committee of Thermidorian deviations, promised to 
cease the fractional struggle, to dissolve its organisation, to be 
completely obedient in future and to propagate its opinions only 
within the limits laid down by statute. By this means it hoped 
to obtain the reinstatement of those who had been expelled and 
the rclease of the prisoners. 

But everyone at the Congress was aware of a latent split 
in the fragile “Opposition bloc”; the G.P.U. had spies every- 
where and was well informed through its censorship of corre- 
spondence. According to Trotsky, Zinoviev had already been 
considering “capitulation” for a vear. Further, Stalin insisted 
on a complete surrender and the abjuration of all heresy, with- 
out reserve. On December roth Ordjonikidze received two 
separate declarations of submission, one from Kamenev and 
others who renounced even their right to propagate their ideas 
legally, and one from Rakovsky and others who were not pre- 
pared to do this. On the 18th the expulsion of the 75 leading 
members of the Trotsky-Zinoviev group and of 23 members of 
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the Sapronov group was voted unanimously. Immediately after, 
Rakovsky and his friends drew up a fresh declaration of their 
fidelity to Bolshevism: “Having been expelled from the Party we 
shall make every effort to return to it.” 

The Opposition “bloc” was at an end. Zinoviev and Kamenev 
who had formed it “seriously and for a long time to come,” 
also made a fresh declaration in which they retracted their most 
intimate convictions, confessed imaginary sins, endorsed the 
accusations made against them and disavowed their foreign 
comrades. “Deserters” in 1917 and “capitulators” in 1927, they 
crawled on their knees before Stalin, exactly as he had calculated 
that they would. Nevertheless, this mea culpa did not save 
them, the Congress postponed taking a definite decision on their 
fate for six months in order that they might give proofs of their 
conversion. 

The Opposition having been put outside the law, if one can so 
express oneself with reference to a regime so completely illegal, 
the C congress had fulfilled the main task which Stalin had laid 
down for it. On all other points on the agenda it adopted resolu- 
tions put forward by persons in the Secretary’ s confidence, 
Rykov’s and Krizhanov sky's “directives” on the Five Year eco- 
nomic plan among them. Ncither the directors nor the directed 
understood as yet exactly how and when the plan could be 
realised, as seven variations of it were being examined. Unless 
it drew on those sources of revenue indicated by the despised 

Left, which would bring it into violent conflict w ith the peasant 
producers, or took steps to suppress private trade, which was 
going against the fundamental principles of the N.F.P., the 
Soviet State would be unable to find the means to finance indus- 
trialisation on the grand scale. At the same time, various techni- 
cal and cultural problems, which could not be solved in five 
vears, presented themselves. But no one wasted time on these 
considerations, since some had no voice in the proceedings and 
the rest relied on the conclusions of the experts. 

The Congress automatically ratified along with everything 
else the double-faced foreign policy of the Politbureau, which 
was pacific, accommodating and compliant on the diplomatic 
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side, and subversive, arrogant and disastrous on the side of the 
enslaved ex-International. Recent happenings had revived inter- 
est in China in a most sinister way: during the night of the roth 
to the 11th of December—(its coincidence with the Congress 
clearly demonstrated its lack of spontancity)—a local rising 
broke out in Canton. Stalin's agents fomented this action in 
order to provide their chief with news of a victory to use as an 
argument against the “pessimism of the Opposition.” It was a 
revolutionary rearguard action, isolated, artificial and doomed 
to failure. The Canton Commune, surrounded by the military 
forces of the Kuomintang, only lasted forty-eight hours, and 
its downfall let loose an appalling carnage. More than 2,000 
communists, or those who were supposed to be such, were 
massacred on the spot, or tortured. One of Stalin’s emissaries to 
China, Lominadze, had reported to the Congress that approxi- 
mately 30,000 Chinese workers had been put to death in the 
five months from April to August 1927. After the crazy uprising 
in Canton and the bloody repressions which resulted during the 
next few weeks, the most reliable estimates put at 100,000 the 
total of victims of the catastrophic policy pursued under orders 
from “Moscow.” With Chinese communism practically anni- 
hilated, a handful of survivors, among whom was Chen Tu-hsiu, 
the ex-seeretary, went over to the Opposition and were ex- 
pelled. Thus ended a whole evcle of aberrations and adventures 
from which Stalin emerged utterly discredited as a theoretician 
and strategist of revolution, at the price of a hundred thousand 
human lives. 

But no one in Russia understood the cause of the disaster, 
and those who knew, or who wished to know, were paralysed. 
Having defeated the Opposition, Stalin hastened to finish it off. 
He was only waiting for a pretext to apply Article 58 of the 
Code which dealt with counter-revolutionary crimes and mis- 
demeanours. He was very soon to find this in two letters inter- 
cepted by the G.P.U., inoffensive documents in which the 
anonymous authors stigmatised the “treason” of the “capitula- 
tors” considered as a “fact of history’—large words for a 
beggarly recantation which was not difficult to predict. 
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On January 19, 1928, the press announced in veiled terms 
“the banishment from Moscow of the thirty most active mem- 
bers” of the Opposition, with Trotsky at their head. On the list 
of the proscribed were Radek, Preobrazhensky, Smilga, Sere- 
briakov, I. Smirnov, Byeloborodov, Sosnovsky, Muralov, Sap- 
ronov, and V. Smirnov. Various others, such as Rakovsky, 
Boguslavsky and Drobnis, were “requested to leave Moscow.” 
It was the deportation of the irreconcilables under a hypocniti- 
cal guise. Hundreds, then thousands of arrests and dismissals fol- 
lowed in an effort to exhaust physically or to break the morale 
of those “traitors” who dared to take the name of Bolshevik- 
Leninists. One typical characteristic of post-Leninist Bolshe- 
vism: Zinoviev and Kamenev scized the same pretext as Stalin 
for denouncing the comrades of yesterday and begging in- 
dulgence from their masters by shamelessly treading the de- 
feated underfoot. In their individual as in their international 
relations, Lenin’s epigones passed with the utmost ease and with 
no intermediate stage from extreme humility before the strong 
to extreme arrogance towards the weak. Pravda let it be under- 
stood that these capitulators who had taken “the decisive step” 
would soon be restored to grace. As a contrast, the tribune and 
leader of the October Revolution, the organiser of the Red 
Army, took the road to exile, as he had done under Tsarism. 


8 


Tue Opposition was defeated more by its own faults than any- 
thing else. The simple fact that Stalin took four years to bring 
it to its knees, shows how badly it made use of the resources 
it had acquired from the past, while remaining incapable of 
reserving anything for the future. Even if one believes, like 
Trotsky, that the outcome of the conflict was inevitable owing 
to the irresistible reflux of the revolutionary wave, an unsatis- 
factory and metaphorical explanation, yet a more conscious and 
better directed minority might have gained time and strength 
in order to intervene effectively. The original positions held 
by the Left in the Politbureau, the Central Committee, the Coun- 
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cil of Commissars, the economic sphere, the army and diplomacy 
were by no means negligible, so long as they did not persist in 
attacking with their eyes shut the largest possible number of 
adversaries at one time, or in competing with the majority in 
orthodox Leninism. At least these positions provided an oppor- 
tunity for some serious work of consolidation, to be undertaken 
without hope of immediate success, but while patiently awaiting 
the inevitable regroupment of forces. Instead of this, the Oppo- 
sition sacrificed everything and threw everything away, only 
to finish by proclaiming its principled agreement with its 
persecutors. 

This fundamental identity prevented them from making a 
bid for the active sympathy of the masses, “deceived in the hopes 
which the first days of the revolution had given them,” as 
Buonarotti wrote of the French masses at the time when 
Babouvist ideology and the Conspiracy of Equals were being 
elaborated. In Russia under the Secretary, as in France under 
the Directory, the masses were “starving, without work, spend- 
ing each day in a struggle to live till the next, languishing in a 
profound indifference: some of them even blamed the revolution 
for the countless evils that oppressed them.” Trotsky, pushing 
the parallel with the French Revolution to its limit, compared 
himself in 1927 to a Babeuf who had not lost his head; by this 
honoured but out-of-date authority he sought to conceal his 
suicidal tactic. This historical example was not to his advantage, 
since his precursor had excuses for his equalitarian utoptanism, 
inspired by antiquity, which a realistic disciple living a century 
and a quarter later, could not Jay claim to. As an additional 
contradiction, Trotsky confirms the neo-Bolshevik doctrine of 
the unitv of the Party, while the whole logic of his attitude 
drives him to ask for help from outside 1t—an unconscious justi- 
fication for the persecutions under which his fraction disinte- 
grated, denied their principles or went astray. 

It seems as though the Opposition were unaware of one essen- 
tial phenomenon: that the hest men of the revolution had been 
absorbed into the minor. intellectual offices of the State, by 
reason of their capabilities, while the most mediocre, those who 
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were useless in the domain of production, exchange, finance, 
teaching, etc., had become the buttresses of the Party, the “top 
layer” of Soviet society, by reason of their political prerogatives. 
Lenin had already been alarmed by these facts when he com- 
mented on “the lack of culture in the leading cadres of com- 
munists,” who were not even aware of their own ignorance. 
Every Bolshevik who showed himself unfit for responsibility in 
one of the vital spheres of work, finished up by finding a place 
in the hierarchy of the secretaries. Thus a process of natural 
sclection was already taking place, even before Stalin took con- 
trol of it for his own ends, and this became more and more 
accentuated as the needs of the national economy became more 
pressing. A division of function very quickly produces a social 
differentiation as a result of material favours being added to civic 
privileges. Trotsky did not show clear-sightedness in respecting 
the new dominant caste of parasites as if it constituted a perma- 
nent élite. 

There is some resemblance between this formalistic respect 
for the Party and Robespicrre’s deference towards the Conven- 
tion in Thermidor. Trotsky even repeated his French predeces- 
sor’s mistake in unnecessarily alienating, by vague and hidden 
threats, those whom he should have reassured, won over or 
rendered neutral. In both cases the actual power of empirical 
politicians, by a cynical combination of force and astuteness, 
won a victory over doctrinaires, il-provided with common 
sense. Trotsky, although always prompt to refer to the Thermi- 
dorian precedent, preferred not to dwell on this aspect of things. 
Neither did he realise how closely the Bolshevik Left were 
related to the Jacobins who, in the vear H. succumbed to a 
coalition which included the Maratists, the “enrages” and the 
future E-qualitarians, together with a mixed pack of demagogues, 
moderates, speculators and terrorists. On the other hand, he, 
who was unable to learn from the teachings of history, never- 
theless drew exaggerated, superficial or contradictory parallels 
with Thermidor, in order to construct a rigid scheme which 
finally misled the Oppositionists. 

In 1921 he visualised the N.E.P. as a sort of auto-Thermi- 
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dorianism, salutary if kept within bounds. In 1923 he denounced 
as inconsistent the implicit hypothesis of a Thermidor among 
the other historical analogies with the French Revolution. From 
1926 onwards he became disquieted by the menacing Thermi- 
dorian perspectives, and the 7th November 1927, seemed to 
him a repetition of Thermidor. In exile his views became more 
dubious and conditional. But in October 1928 he deduced that 
unless the Opposition had a place in the Government, the Right 
would enter directly, and Stalin circuirously, “on the Thermi- 
dorian-Bonapartist road.” In December of the same year he 
accused the Politbureau of “preparing a Thermidor, the more 
dangerous because unconscious,” and declared: “For six years 
we have lived in the U.S.S.R. under conditions of a growing 
reaction against October, and in this way are clearing the way 
for Thermidor.” In his My Life, written in exile in 1930, he 
wrote without equivocation: “With us, Thermidor has been 
very long drawn out. At least for a little while, intrigue has 
taken the place of the guillotine.” Finally, to complete the 
muddle, he denies all his previous reiterations, in order to teach 
a lesson to the Leftists of the “Democratie Centralism” Group 
who were too inclined to follow them to the letter, and asserts 
that the Soviet Thermidor is not an affair of the past or the 
present, but a question of the future. He thus avoids giving a 
clear answer to a question which he himself boldly posed before 
he shrouded it in obscurity. 

Without going further into the large number of variations, 
which it is not necessary to describe in detail, nor into the un- 
doubted similarities between the two post-revolutionary situa- 
tions, it is, however, essential to bring their vital differences 
into relief, in order that the subject may be fully understood. 
As Marx noted in another connection: “Happenings which are 
strikingly analogous but which occur in different historic mi- 
lieux, often produce totally different results.” In France, the di- 
rect economic consequences of Thermidor were the end of 
requisitioning, of the taxation and rationing of prime necessities, 
the annulling of the maxima and of the law allowing suspects 
to be dispossessed, the decrees of Ventosc. In Russia exactly the 
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opposite effects began to be felt, following on the deportation 
of the “ungovernables.” On the political plane, Thermidor 
meant the abolition of the Committee of Public Safety, the dilu- 
tion and dispersion of the power in favour of the Consulate, and, 
after the recall of the Girondins and the partial return of the 
émigrés, it led to the White terror. In Russia, on the contrary, 
the power became more concentrated, the Dictatorship of the 
Secretariat was reinforced, and the regime could only maintain 
itself by a fresh outbreak of Red terror. 

In truth, the year 1928 shows a marked recrudescence of 
police oppression both in the Party and the State. Stalin struck 
unccasingly both at the Left and the Right whenever the least 
objection was raised. As Fouché suppressed the “remains of 
Robespierre,” so he attacked the remnants of Trotskyism first. 
The G.P.U., no longer held in check, discovered traitors in 
all directions, and when it could find none it invented them. 
The demoralised Opposition disintegrated, and the majority 
of its supporters in Leningrad capitulated in small groups. Yaro- 
slavsky’s statistics calculated that by February rst, 5,755 had 
been accused of deviations, 3,258 had been expelled and 3,381 
had capitulated individually. There is no record of the numbers 
imprisoned and deported. Trotsky noted in his recollections: 
“Krupskaya once said in 1927 that if Lenin were alive he would 
probably be in a Stalinist prison. I think she was right.” On the 
last day of February, Pyatakov, the best known of the Opposi- 
tion leaders after Trotsky, recanted in his turn. “One of the 
pillars of Trotskyism,” as the communist press said, had col- 
lapsed. One month later, Krestinsky and Antonov-Ovseénko 
also abandoned their comrades in misfortune and did penance. 
The decomposition of the traditional Left had begun. 

Ever since Brest-Litovsk in 1918, the moment when the 
majority of the Central Committee were for him, Trotsky had 
been gradually losing his supporters through a long series of 
internal crises. At the time of the Kronstadt affair in 1921 he 
still had nearly half the leading circle at his side. During Lenin’s 
illness in 1923, an imposing fraction remained faithful to him 
despite the carlier defection of Bukharin, Dzerzhinsky, Andreyev 
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and others. After the Fifteenth Congress, Zinoviev and Ka- 
menev abandoned him, together with their followers. During the 
interval he had broken with old rebels such as Bubnov and 
Rosengoltz, as well as with recent ones, such as Krupskaya and 
Sokolnikov. He had lost his support from the army and his 
followers among the youth. Sapronov’s group broke away 
from the main fraction for other reasons. The defection of 
Pyatakov, Krestinsky and Antonov at the beginning of 1928 
was a split in the fundamental nucleus. 

After each of these incidents, Trotsky attempted to console 
himself by saving that revolution is a great destrover of men. 
He heaped praises on his comrades in arms before their defec- 
tion, and spared them no reproach after, but he never paused 
to assess his own responsibility. The truth was that if the turn- 
coats were able to change from one camp to another with such 
ease, it was because only a short distance lay between them. 
Manv Bolshevik-Leninists were unable to see anything funda- 
mental enough in their divergencies with the Leninist-Bolshe- 
viks, to make suffering and adversity worth enduring. The 
special psychology of Bolshevism also helps to explain these 
sudden turns which ar first sight seem so disconcerting. One 
knows that for Lenin’s disciples. the end justifies the means. 
The ethical notions to which all revolutionary schools subscribe, 
were not current in the higher ranks of this Party, except in the 
form of literature. Thomas More beheaded, Giordano Bruno 
burnt alive, Campanella tortured—these are examples of heroic 
constancy which might be praised but should not be followed. 
The plain fear of being rejected by the patrician caste of Bol- 
sheviks, of sinking among the plebeians of the Soviet, was suffi- 
cient to shake the weaker ones. The risk of uselessly exposing 
their innocent families to cruel reprisals sometimes broke the 
resolution of the strongest. But the Opposition only became 
indignant against this monstrous abuse of the “police knout” in 
those cases when its own members were the victims. 

For Stalin allowed to no one the exclusive rôle of martvr. 
He treated difficulties of all kinds bv the same methods. In an 
effort to cauterise the sores of industry, he attacked the tech- 
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nicians and the functionaries, whom the G.P.U. accused of 
“economic counter-revolution,” misconduct, sabotage, spying, 
and high treason by preparing for a military intervention on the 
part of France and Poland, champions of the expropriated Rus- 
sian bourgeoisic. According to these accusations it would appear 
that a widespread conspiracy, lasting five or six years, had been 
able, with impunity, to ravage the Donetz coalfield, flooding the 
pits, destroying machinery, embezzling the funds, ill-treating 
the personnel, even beating up the workers, unknown to any of 
the Sovict institutions, trade union or governmental, economic 
or political, administrative or police. The worst enemies of Bol- 
shevism never levelled a severer accusation against the regime. 
The idea was to stage a trial amid terrific publicity, which, by 
its resounding death sentences, would terrify all the intellectuals 
in the State service, and exculpate the apparatus, which was 
responsible for the catastrophe. In the “Shakhty affair” the 
people were presented, for the first time, with the astonishing 
spectacle of fifty accused who seemed more anxious to convince 
the judges of the gravity of their crimes than to extenuate them. 
By what methods of interrogation and procedure did the G.P.U. 
obtain these astonishing and all too impressive results? No one 
was to know exactly until later, but already it was possible to 
form an approximate idea. 

This dismal parody of justice, carried through in the supposed 
interests of an ailing industry, was matched by fresh troubles 
in the domain of agriculture, where Stalin also made use of harsh 
measures of constraint. During the winter, foodstuffs were scarce 
in the towns because the peasants stored their harvests rather 
than sell them to the State at the low price offered. The shops, 
co-operatives and warchouses were denuded of their stocks in 
order to provide food, bur still supply and demand remained 
unequal, and an extreme scarcity resulted. Extraordinary meas- 
ures were necessary to feed the Red Army and the centres of 
production: communists were mobilised for expeditions and 
requisitions in the villages, cereals were requisitioned by violence 
and peasants arbitrarily arrested. The number of assassinations 
corresponded to the crimes and misdeeds of the tax and food 
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collectors. The Congress of the Soviets was adjourned to the 
following year. Stocks of rye were purchased from Canada. In 
the spring, when the famine danger had receded, but only as a 
result of brutal measures, a fresh menace appeared: the peasants, 
despoiled, molested and discouraged, cut down their sowing 
so as not to produce any excess over their own needs. War to 
the knife was declared between the bureaucratic State and the 
rural population, for although the Party only denounced the 
malignity of the kulaks, the entire peasant population stood 
together against the encmy. Stalin who had quite failed to fore- 
see this critical situation attacked it with his usual energy. Most 
unwillingly, and only at the eleventh hour, he began to apply 
some scraps of the programme of the Left which he had rejected. 
“The machine sometimes gets out of control... . The machine 
does not work exactly, and often not at all, as the man at the 
wheel expects,” as Lenin once said. 

In April 1928, Stalin announced the naked truth before an 
audience of functionaries: decrease in the wheat harvest, scarcity 
of goods, inadequate industry, and technical backwardness of 
agriculture, which was on too small a scale and too primitive. 
In place of the 18 millions of peasant enterprises existing before 
the revolution, ten years after it there were 25 millions, and 
the process of subdivision was still going on. Conclusion: the 
development of large-scale rural enterprises must be pushed to 
its limit, sovkhos (Soviet State farms) and kolkhoz (collective 
farms) must be developed into “grain factorics,” a perspective 
which implied a more resolute class struggle against the kulaks 
and speculators, pioncers of capitalist economy. 

From the depths of Siberia, Turkestan and Kazakstan, the 
Oppositionists applauded this “turn to the left” as a confirma- 
tion of their theories. Animated discussions were carried on, 
verbally and by letter, as to the attitude to be taken up to the 
new position. Stalin purposely allowed those in deportation a 
relative freedom of expression in order to keep himself informed 
on their state of mind and to make use of their disagreements. 
He learned thus that Radek, Preobrazhensky, Smilga, Serebria- 
kov and various others thought of giving in and asking to be 
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reinstated in the bosom of the Party which had now turned 
towards their ideas. While still carrying on repression every- 
where, he did his utmost to stir up discord among the exiles by 
means of intermediarics. But a fresh crisis was developing in 
the Politbureau, which threatened his personal dictatorship. The 
harsh emergency measures during the winter, which had violated 
the agricultural Code, and resulted in renewed War Commu- 
nism, had alarmed the Right, who wished to preserve the N.E.P. 
and fought against the turn to the Left. Bukharin, Rykov, and 
Tomsky were no negligible opponents since Voroshilov and 
Kalinin supported them. Against this new majority Stalin could 
count for certain only on Molotov. The two unclassified mem- 
bers, Rudzutak and Kuibyshev, were generally supposed to 
be waiting on events, before throwing their weight on the 
stronger side, but the truth was that certain bureaucratic com- 
plications at that time kept them temporarily out of the discus- 
sions. The Party, the International, and the public both within 
and without, were ignorant of all this, since nothing leaked out 
from the Central Committee, which, in its session of April 1928, 
had been unanimous in its decisions. Lenin's inheritor was face 
to face with his final test. 

His tactics consisted, as they always did in such circumstances, 
in marking time, avoiding any open conflict until such time 
as he had a majority in the Politbureau, even in satisfying the 
new Opposition by words, which he did willingly so long as 
he retained freedom to act as he wished. In his aforementioned 
specch, he soothed the Right on the N.E.P. question: “It would 
be foolish to speak of . . . suppressing the N.E.P., of a return 
of food requisitioning, etc. Only enemies of the Soviet power 
could think of this. No one draws greater advantages from the 
N.E.P. than the Soviet power.” At the Fifteenth Congress Molo- 
tov had also declared: “On what road must we continue to 
advance towards socialism? No one can have any doubts on this 
question. It must be on the road of the N.E.P. and unity with 
the peasants.” An editorial in Pravda on April 12, 1928, demon- 
strated the perfect accord in the Government. “Only counter- 
revolutionary liars could talk of suppressing the N.E.P.” 
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But in other directions Stalin prescribed in his circulars “the 
building of socialism” on the countryside, and the more rapid 
fusion of small family or individual holdings into large holdings 
cultivated in common, despite the fact that Molotov had said at 
a recent Congress: “We must certainly not forget that in the 
coming years our agriculture will develop principally in the 
form of small peasant enterprise.” Secretaries of parties cannot 
control evolution, although they have authority over men. 
“The machine gets out of control... .” One contradiction more 
or less mattered little to Stalin, whose great gift was for hanging 
on. 

This man, who was reputed to be taciturn, let himself go at 
that time in frequent and prolix speeches. In May, at the Com- 
munist Youth Congress, he returned again to one of the main 
themes of his April report, “self-criticism,” the special liberty 
to censure oneself and make periodic confessions, thus encour- 
aging mutual revelations everywhere but among “the tops,” 
which meant that the dictators became invulnerable. In June 
he again spoke about agriculture to an audience of students: the 
“normal” sowing of pre-War days had been reached in 1928, he 
affirmed, in fact in cereals it had been exceeded by § milliards of 
poods, approximately 81 million tons. (The following vear 
Rvkov established that the said harvest had in fact fallen from 
96 million to 73 million tons, for a population which had in- 
creased from 138 millions to 154 millions, a considerable drop in 
the relative average, and that the sown corn-lands had dimin- 
ished by sixteen per cent per head.) In a letter published on 
June 12th, he appears to attack abuses of his instructions com- 
mitted bv subordinates who were in too great a hurry to con- 
fiscate all the belongings of the kzlaks: “Dekulakisation under 
our conditions is lunacy.” 

In July, after an ordinary session of the Central Committee 
which passed a resolution tending to encourage individual agri- 
cultural enterprises, “which will be the basis of wheat pro- 
duction for a Jong time to come,” he admitted in a report 
to Leningrad “administrative despotism, violation of revolu- 
tionary legality, searching of homes, illegal perquisitions, etc., 
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which have worsened the political situation in the country,” 
and promised “the immediate liquidation of any renewal of food 
requisitioning or of attempts to close the markets,” which meant 
a continuation of the N.E.P. After these intentional concessions 
to the Right, he made a mysterious reference to “certain com- 
rades” who wished to favour light industry at the expense of 
heavy industry, and to “those who do not understand” the offi- 
cial policy. In Party circles these veiled references were under- 
stood to convey a warning. Only the best-informed understood 
to what and whom Stalin referred. But information was secretly 
whispered and soon became well known. 

On July 11, 1928, Bukharin and Kamenev had a secret inter- 
view arranged by Sokolnikov. The same evening Kamenev 
dispatched an account of the conversations, completed by some 
of his own reflections, to Zinoviev, doing penance at Voronczh. 
Six months later the Trotskyists secretly published these reveal- 
ing documents. Thus Bukharin, in spite of himself, makes a 
truthful and sincere contribution to Stalin's biography, the most 
noteworthy after Trotsky’s evidence. His words, recorded by 
Kamenev often literally, throw a brilliant light on diverse 
obscure points. 
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SOKOLNIKOV was the first to tell Kamenev of “the final rupture 
between Bukharin and Stalin.” In addition, Voroshilov and 
Kalinin had “betrayed” the Right, which was rendered power- 
less in the Politbureau. The two chief figures, searching for rein- 
forcements for the future, would doubtless turn to Zinoviev 
and Kamenev, whom Stalin boasted of “having in his pocket.” 
“In this tragic situation,” Bukharin asked for an interview. 

An hour later, at Kamenev’s house, the foremost theoretician 
of the Partv gave the impression of being “at bay”; his lips 
“trembled with emotion”; he was terrified of carrying on him 
anything ` ‘in writing.’ Why? “Do not let anvone know of our 
meeting. Do not telephone; it is overheard. The G.P.U. is follow- 
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ing me and watching you also.” He expects the Stalinists to make 
advances to the Left, including the Trotskyists, and wishes to 
keep his interlocutor informed. His disconnected and feverish 
story would hardly be comprehensible outside a very close circle 
of initiates; it is sometimes necessary to reverse the order so as 
to give it some kind of coherence, quoting actual topical allusions 
and making a résume of the rest. 

“We consider Stalin’s line fatal to the revolution. This line 
is leading us to the abyss. Our disagreements with Stalin are far, 
far more serious than those we have with you.” He regrets 
that Zinoviev and Kamenev are no longer in the Politbureau. 

“For several weeks | have refused to speak to Stalin. He is an 
unprincipled intriguer who subordinates everything to his appe- 
tite for power. At anv given moment he will change his theories 
in order to get rid of someone.” Relations have become bitter 
to the point of insults. If Stalin pretends to retreat, it is only 
so that he may the better grip his opponents by the throat. “He 
manceuvres so that we appear as splitters.” A significant fact: 
when Bukharin had to read a declaration to the Politbureau, he 
had to take great care not to let the manuscript leave his hands, 
because “you cannot trust bi with the smallest document.” 

The Right theoretician attempts to define Stralin’s “line.” 
“Capitalism has developed through its colonies, through loans, 
and by exploiting the workers. We have no colonies and no 
loans, so our basis must be tribute paid by the peasants.” This 
is equivalent to Preobrazhensky’s thesis, he says indignantly. 
According to Stalin, “the more socialism grows, the stronger 
will grow the resistance” (which Bukharin describes as “idiotic 
illiterarcy”’) and as a result “a firm leadership is necessary.” Self- 
criticism must not approach the leaders but compromise the 
Opposition. “This results in a police regime.” 

In foreign affairs Stalin’s policy is further to the Right than 
the Right itself. “He has succeeded in expelling the Com- 
munist International from the Kremlin.” At the time of the 
Donetz trial (in which German engineers were implicated) 
“be did not demand any capital punishments.” In discussions 
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with foreign powers, Stalin always gives way. “This line is dis- 
astrous but be allows no opportunity for discussing it.” The 
leitmotiv throughout is: “He will suffocate us.” 

“Us” means Bukharin, Rykov and Tomsky, supported by 
Uglanov, Secretary of the Moscow Committee. The higher 
functionaries in Leningrad “are mainly with us, but they are 
terrified when we speak of removing Stalin,” so they oscillate 
without being able to make up their minds. “Andreyev is with 
us, but he is being removed from the Urals. Stalin bought the 
Ukrainians by withdrawing Kaganovich from Ukraine . 
Yagoda and Trilisser are with us. There have been 150 small 
rebellions. Voroshilov and Kalinin funked at the last minute. 

. Stalin has some special hold on them that I do not know 
of... . The Orgbureau is with us.” Nevertheless the majority 
of the Central Committee do not yet realise how grave the 
peril is. And Stalin ts working to replace Uglanov by Kaga- 
novich and to regain control of the Moscow and Leningrad 
Pravdas which are edited by Rightists. Bukharin has already 
discounted Ordjonikidze’s co-operation. “Sergo is without cour- 
age. He came to me abusing Stalin in the most violent fashion, 
but at the decisive moment he betrayed us.” 

The conversation touches at intervals on the food problem. 
The Politbureau would again have to take extraordinary meas- 
ures to procure cereals in October: “Tt means War Conmnmism 
and shipwreck.” With Stalin and his “obtuse” supporter, Molo- 
tov, “nothing can be done.” But what does the Right suggest? 
“The kulaks can be hunted down at will, but we must conciliate 
the middle peasants.” 

At the forthcoming Congress of the International, Bukharin 
was to present and comment on a projected theoretical pro- 
gramme: “Stalin has messed up the programme for me in 
dozens of places. He wanted to read a report on this subject to 
the Central Committee himself. I had great difficulty in prevent- 
ing him. He is eaten up with the vain desire to become a well- 
known theoretician. He feels that it is the only thing he lacks.” 

In despairing tones the narrator asks himself whether all is not 
already hopelessly lost. “What can be done?” he asks several 
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times. He compares Stalin to Genghiz Khan, and says that 
whether the Right intervene or whether they refrain, he fears 
they will be “strangled.” Faced by this gloomy perspective, a 
last-minute lucidity inspires him: “The Party and the State 
have become one: this is the misfortune.” Stalin, who is lead- 
ing the country “to famine and ruin,” will accuse the Right of 
defending the kulaks and speculators. “Stalin is only interested 
in power. While giving way he has kept hold of the leadership, 
and later be will strangle us. What is to be done? Psychological 
conditions in the Central Committee for dismissing Stalin are 
ripening but they are not yet ripe. . . . Stalin knows only 
vengeance . . . the dagger in the back. We must remember 
bis theory of sweet revenge.” (One summer night in 1923, 
opening his heart to Dzerzhinsky and Kamenev, Stalin is sup- 
posed to have said, “To choose one’s victim, to prepare one’s 
plans minutely, to slake an implacable vengeance, and then to 
go to bed... . There is nothing sweeter in the world.”) 

After this discomforting reminiscence, Bukharin relates the 
most recent happenings. He had demanded that a resolution 
to be submitted to the Central Commitee should be examined 
collectively. Stalin refused and then tried to coax him: “Buk- 
harin, old fellow, you would really unnerve an elephant.” Never- 
theless, neither would give in. Bukharin insisted and Stalin 
invited him to talk it over, flattering him: “You and I are the 
Himalayas, the rest are unimportant.” But later, in the Polit- 
bureau, a “savage scene” took place. Stalin sharted to “shout,” 
Bukharin repeated the “Himalaya” metaphor and Stalin cried: 
“Vou lie! You invented that in order to rouse the members 
of the Politbureau against me.” After this the decisions which 
were unanimously adopted favoured the “anti-Leninist” Right, 
but as always, were only on paper. Stalin belicves that he is 
indispensable and attacks Bukharin, but he is leading the revo- 
lution to ruin. Industrialisation will inevitably lead to famine. 
“Stalin’s policy is leading us to civil war. He will be forced to 
drown the rebellions in blood... .” 

Through these disjointed confidences, shot through with 
occasional well-known truths, one can discern nothing of the 
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old Party of Lenin. The degeneration which had been taking 
place for a long time had now become complete degradation. 
The faults which always existed in the Bolshevik Party in 
embryo, and which were so repugnant to Plekhanov, Martov 
and Trotsky, had now developed to the point of crushing any 
respect for the individual, any ethical or scientific scruple, 
and all sentiment of human and social dignity. 

Stalin had now reached the point of having his closest col- 
leagues spied on, though the latter nevertheless made use of 
Yagoda and Trilisser, Menzhinsky’s two assistants at the G.P.U., 
who had come over to the Right as the result of 150 peasant 
insurrections in six months. (Similarly, a collision in Moscow in 
June 1928 between unemployed and militiamen, following the 
pillaging of several shops, had given the Chekists food for 
thought.) In the Politbureau, arguments had been replaced by 
sordid trickery and coarse offensiveness. On both sides the 
adversaries lent themselves to unprincipled combinations with 
those whom they had tried to discredit, for at the same time that 
Bukharin was sounding out the capitulators, Stalin was intriguing 
with the banished fraction, bargaining, tricking and finally with- 
drawing. Both sides had appropriated some portion of the dis- 
membered Opposition’s programme, the Right the democratic 
demands, and Stalin the economic plans. The Politbureau dic- 
tated to the G.P.U. and the courts the sentences they were to 
pass in important cases. If Stalin had been relatively restrained 
over the Donetz affair, it was not from mildness but from dip- 
lomatic fear of Germany, who would protect her nationals. 
Although the Right had a majority, the General Secretary could 
frecly disregard decisions which had been taken in opposition 
to his wishes. “Do not think that the Politbureau is merely a 
consultative organ wo the General Secretary,” Bukharin said to 
him one day, but without making any difference to the state of 
affairs. 

What was the “special hold” that Stalin had over Voroshilov 
and Kalinin? Certainly he had access to all the police records 
and dossiers through Menzhinsky; he knew some people’s pasts 
and the present history of others, but even this does not explain 
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all his exploits. The explanation is to be found in the incredible 
anecdote of “the Himalayas.” Stalin flattered or slandered grossly 
in private conversations, stirred up hatred among his satellites, 
caused the best friends to quarrel, put words into pcople’s 
mouths that they had never used, and won over the uncertain 
by insinuations, lies, provocations and threats. We know this 
through Bukharin, and other sources confirm it: anecdotes on 
this theme were rife everywhere. All the suspicions of his crimi- 
nality, aroused in his youth at Tiflis and Baku, both when he was 
in prison and at liberty, by the curious coincidences which oc- 
curred and by his underhand manceuvres, were confirmed by 
time and experience. However low and vulgar his oriental 
method of dividing in order to rule, it produced some astonish- 
ing results in the Politbureau, where a majority vote at the 
decisive hour gave him freedom of action for a long time. 

He made use of the same weapons against the new Opposi- 
tion as he had against the old: recalls, displacements, nomina- 
tions—the “bureaucratic knout” until the time came for the 
“police knout.” At the “Congress” of the servile International, 
which sat for forty-five days in July and August, he did not 
deign to put in an appearance, but allowed Bukharin to dis- 
course to his heart’s content. There did not appear to be any 
difference between the two policies. 

Particularly on foreign policy, Stalin expressed the same 
views as both the Right and the Left. In July 1928 he said that 
“the essential problem . . . is the struggle between Britain and 
America for world domination,” a plagiarism from Trotsky, 
and predicted a breakdown of the unstable equilibrium between 
“the Soviet and the capitalist worlds.” He always kept up the 
fiction that Furope and America thought of nothing but attack- 
ing Russia. In August. his mouth- -pieces vigorously denounced 
the 1928 Pact “renouncing war” as being a war-like manœuvre 
against the U.S.S.R. “The Kellogg Pact is an integral part of the 
war preparations against the Soviet Union,” declared Chicherin 
among others. Shortly afterwards, the Council of Commissars, 
at the command of the Politbureau, ratified the ‘ “imperialist” 
document. 
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From September onwards, the Party press began to hint 
vaguely at a danger from the Right. But Bukharin was still 
allowed to publish in October his Observations of an Economist, 
urging the need to form reserves, not to force the pace of indus- 
trialisation too rapidly, nor to invest excessively in heavy indus- 
try, to take the material resources into consideration when 
making plans for construction, etc. Stalin affirmed in a speech: 
“There is neither a Left nor a Right in the Politbureau. I can 
say that here in all frankness” (sic). But in a circular letter to 
the Central Committee he spoke of opportunist deviations in the 
Moscow Committee, and sanctions swiftly followed. Various 
functionarics were dismissed from their posts, including a certain 
Riutin, noted in the past for his violent persecution of the 
Left. The following month Uglanov was forced to resign. The 
Right took these blows without flinching, following the example 
of previous oppositions as though resigned to suffering the 
same fate. 

Nevertheless, its leaders conceived a curious and misguided 
tactic to clear themselves of all suspicion of heresy and to defeat 
Stalin’s manœuvres. They produced theses and resolutions 
against their own tendency, for submission to the Central Com- 
mittce, called for November. Another account by Bukharin 
is in place here, transcribed and published like the other by 
the diligent efforts of the Trotskyists. 

While on a visit in the Caucasus, the unhappy author of 
The A.B.C. of Conrmmninism became alarmed by the “stupidi- 
ties” of Uglanov, who was already preparing to recognise his 
errors, and by Rvkov’s isolation in Moscow: 


Not being able to arrive in time for the next session of the 
Politbureau, I took an acroplane. At Rostov we were stopped. The 
local authorities received me queerly, implving that flying was not 
good for me, etc. I wished them in hell, and we went on. At 
Artemovsk we landed again. I was hardly out of the cabin when I 
was handed a sealed letter from the Politbureau with a categoric 
order to put an end to the flight on the pretext of the state of my 
heart. Before I had time to pull myself together, G.P.U. agents had 
led mv pilot away and I was faced by a workers’ delegation de- 
manding a conference. I inquired the times of trains; nothing 
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before the next day. There was nothing for it but to have the 
conference. 


Arrived in Moscow after this tragi-comic Odyssey, Buk- 
harin and his supporters formulated a list of demands, which 
Stalin feigned to accept at once. A commission was set up to 
put them into action, but the wily Secretary did not call it 
together, and by this means he gained three days. Under the 
veil of unanimity in the Central Committee then in session, 
the Right presented him with an ultimatum. Violent disputes 
broke out behind the scenes and the three leaders of the Right 
resigned. According to Rykov, Stalin received their statement 
“with trembling hands. He was pale and said he was prepared 
to give in.” This was merely pretence, let it be understood. 
These trifles shed more light on the state of men and things 
than all the literature, solid, pretentious and indigestible, which 
is turned out by the yard to deceive public opinion. 

Other conversations, reproduced by the same sources, show 
the opinions of outstanding people on Stalin and his entourage. 
Pyatakov, who advised the Right not to do battle, observed: 
“Stalin is the only man we must obey, for fear of getting worse. 
Bukharin and Rykov deceive themselves in thinking that they 
would govern in Stalin’s place. Kaganovich and such would 
succeed him, and I cannot and will not obey a Kaganovich.” 
Kalinin, a shame-faced Rightist, used these actual words when 
speaking of Stalin: “He chatters about veering to the Left, but 
in a short space of time he will have to apply my policy three- 
fold; that is why I support him... .” Amid inextricable con- 
spiracies, consultations, comings and goings and minor intrigues, 
Zinoviev and Kamenev abased themselves by importunate pray- 
ers, in the hopes of improving their rank in the bureaucracy. 
Ordjonikidze listened to them, offered to intervene, made 
constant promises, but never obtained anything. What equivo- 
cal game was this other sly Georgian plaving, with his sympathy 
for all splitters and condolences for all unfortunates? “Ordjoni- 
kidze told me in 1925 to write against Stalin,” Zinoviev stated 
before his expulsion. Bukharin considered him a coward. Krup- 
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skaya explicitly warned against him. The most plausible 
hypothesis seems that he was the conscious instrument of Stalin’s 
Machiavellism. 

This was the atmosphere, these the realities behind the austere 
façade. At the Plenary Session of the Central Committee in 
November, Stalin pronounced yet one more discourse on the 
“industrialisation of the country and the Rightist deviation.” 
Repeating Lenin, he went back to Peter the Great and para- 
phrased a classic passage from a pamphlet published on the eve 
of October: “We must catch up and surpass the most advanced 
countries, or perish. Full steam ahead or we perish.” Thus he 
justified the tense financial effort shown by the increase of the 
subsidies to industry to 1,650 million roubles for the current 
financial year. (The Left, accused of industrial demagogy, had 
not asked for half that.) On the burning question of cereals 
he said nothing new, merely wrangling for a long time with 
Frumkin, a Rightist, who said that agriculture in the U.S.S.R. 
was in jeopardy. Ele demanded that collective enterprises be 
developed and individual cultivation stimulated, both at the 
same time; an insoluble contradiction arising out of the com- 
promise adopted at the Politbureau. Finally, while denying 
the existence of a deviation to the Right in the Party, he devoted 
half his comments to ıt, and concluded: “On the Politbureau we 
are, and shall remain, united to the end.” 

This gratuitous assertion resolved none of the outstanding 
problems, neither that of wheat nor any of the others. The year 
1928 finished as badly as it had begun, if not worse. In Decem- 
ber the famine made itself felt even in Moscow, which never- 
theless occupicd a favoured position. Soviet economy had 
reached a fresh impasse. The interdependence of stunted in- 
dustry and backward agriculture brought corroboration to the 
theories of any opposition, whether of the Left or the Right. 

On the countryside, forced “bargaining,” a recent introduc- 
tion, State buving of the harvest on the spot at a non-remunera- 
tive price, and a fresh agricultural tax on the kulaks, had not 
made good the deficit in the winter stores. The obstinate peasants 
buried the grain, or refused to sow it. Others took up technical 
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cultivation which was more lucrative. An unnatural and unfore- 
seen phenomenon was that a number of mujiks, hounded by the 
militia, went to the towns to buy their rye flour, in order to 
profit by the fixed scale of prices, which was often five times 
less than the market price. Avid speculators exploited the dif- 
ferences in prices. Local famines caused an outbreak of brigand- 
age. The stubborn peasant resistance flamed into revolt against 
the insatiable police State, and the “Red Cock,” secular symbol 
of the Jacquerie, sprang to life everywhere on the communal 
ishas, the village sovicts and the barns of the sovkhos and kol- 
khoz.A ferocious guerilla war was waged against rural journalist- 
informers, hated functionaries, and honest communists whose 
zeal carried them too far. Statistics of attacks, murders and 
burnings increased from day to day. 

In the towns, rationing, bread cards, endless queues outside 
shops, privation and insecurity, growing unemployment and 
the fall in real wages, the constant decline of the rouble and the 
constant rise in the cost of living, all gave the lie to Stalin's 
optimism. Industry produced bad goods at exorbitant cost price, 
and always ran at a loss. The seven-hour day was still nothing 
but a fraud, like most of the legislation for the workers. F Nery- 
thing was lacking except vodka, which ravaged the working 
class. Against this background of material and physical misery, 
a sharp moral crisis was corrupting the youth and undermining 
Soviet society, prostrate beneath the knout. The press pointed 
to an alarming i increase in prostitution, and the growth of anti- 
Semitism. The depravity and criminality engendered by poverty, 
drunkenness and bureaucratic oppression had grown to such 
proportions in 1927 and 1928 that the official records could no 
longer suppress them, since a “flood of scandals” had tarnished 
the reputation of the Party. “Thefts. lics, violence, cheating. 
unheard-of abuse of power, unlimited arbitrariness, drunkenness, 
debauchery. evervone speaks of these as facts that have been 
admitted for months and years, tolerated, no one knows why.” 
Thus wrote Rakovsky on the liabilities of this retrograde regime. 
which announced its ambition of building socialism in a single 
country in order to set up there a civilisation without parallel. 
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Bur as the granaries emptied the prisons filled. Stalin began the 
year 1929 with a round-up of approximately 300 communists 
suspected of “illegal Trotskyist organisation,” and charged with 
“anti-Soviet actions.” Only half of these were mentioned in the 
press. Nothing restrained him any more, now that he had col- 
lected five votes in the Politbureau. Before dislodging the Right 
he intended to sweep out the remains of the Left. The dismem- 
bered Opposition reckoned that at that time, between 2,000 
and 3,000 of its members were in captivity, but this approximate 
figure was later raised to 5,000. Among those detained were 
Stalin’s old Caucasian comrades: Mdivani, Kavtaradze, Okud- 
java, and even Koté Tsintsadze, once the hero of the expropria- 
tions. If Kamo had not been the victim of an ordinary street 
accident in Tiflis in 1922, he would no doubt have shared the 
same fate as so many of the original revolutionaries who had 
rebelled against servile bureaucratism. Police operations were 
crowned in February by Trotsky’s exile to Turkey, the only 
country which would agree to harbour him. The Right, behind 
the closed doors of the Politbureau, voted against Stalin’s “sweet 
revenge,” but this platonic gesture from the minority had no 
concrete value. It had let its hour go by. 

Freed from the “super-industrialists,” Stalin hastened on 
with super-industrialisation. He no longer had any choice: 
pressure from the peasants forced him to radical action. There 
was shortage of bread, and in order to obtain a sufficiency for 
the future, the State had to set up its own “grain factories.” 
In a circular published on January ist, the Central Committee 
urged its thousands of subordinate committees “to reinforce 
the socialist sector of mass economy . . . to develop the kolkhoz 
and the sovkhoz . .. to take the offensive against capitalist ele- 
ments.” Collectivisation of agriculture, an unexpected but in- 
evitable corollary of increased industrialisation, called for 
appropriate machinery, tractors, steel. petrol. Enlarged indus- 
trial production called for factories, equipment, modern con- 
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structions. Everything hung together, wood, oil, iron, cement, 
naphtha, electricity, transport. To obtain the indispensable aid 
from abroad, it was necessary to export raw materials to pay for 
technicians and tools. It was therefore essential to co-ordinate 
all the elements of economic activity into a general plan to 
suit the circumstances. Stalin, who had despised Trotsky’s 
“plan-making,” now found himself forced, in self-defence, to 
put the Five Year Plan, still in the exploratory stage, into 
execution. Arguing against the Left, he had predicted in 1925 
that “the future development of our industry, will probably 
not be so rapid as up to the present,” and he fought against the 
“industrialist deviation” by demonstrating that too rapid prog- 
ress “will certainly ruin us... undermine our currency ... 
inevitably lead to... a great increase in the price of agricultural 
produce, a fall in real salaries and an artificially-produced fa- 
mine.” Nevertheless he went forward amid all these perils. 

In February 1929, following the “brilliant success of the sec- 
ond industrial loan,” the press announced the irresistible desire 
of the proletariat to subscribe to a third issue. By a miracle, 
each of these efforts corresponded exactly to the calculations 
already made by the Gosplan and the Finance Commission. 
From March onwards, still with the same remarkable sponta- 
neity, workers began to form themselves into “shock brigades,” 
issuing “challenges” to one another to speed up production in 
the name of “socialist competition.” The newspapers were full 
of figures, percentages, coefficients, diagrams and comparative 
tables. Platforms and loud-speakers rang with slogans and 
appeals. Assemblies, conferences and congresses of all kinds 
echoed and amplified them. It was essential to “catch up with 
and surpass” Europe and America, and even to bring about 
complete socialism, a classless society, almost immediately. 

To these methods of persuasion, which aroused the sporting 
spirit of a part of the naive and ignorant youth, who were 
captivated by the scope of the task and the grandeur of the 
ultimate aim, Stalin added the pressure of his ultimate argu- 
ment: in Mav. three of the most eminent Russian technicians, 
von Mekk, Velichko and Palchinsky, were tried without wit- 
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nesses, condemned without proofs and executed without com- 
ment. The G.P.U. accused old men of seventy and seventy-five 
of all kinds of counter-revolutionary activity in the railways, 
and gold and platinum mines, with the aim of overthrowing 
the Soviet power and aiding foreign military intervention. How 
an engineer in the auriferous district of Siberia could foment 
counter-revolution and encourage a non-existent invasion, it is 
difficult to understand. But the G.P.U. had power of life and 
death over the subjects of the “socialist fatherland” without 
being called on to submit proofs. And Stalin felt that it was 
necessary to use these exemplary punishments in order to inspire 
the leading personnel of industry with salutary terror. For him 
also, the famous epigram, “bloodletting is a necessary part of 
political doctoring,” was truce. 

“The Government has not yet approved any Five Year Plan,” 
Molotov had declared in February, commenting on a suggestion 
for estimating future progress and comparing it with the present 
rate: “Cast-iron and stecl have not yet reached the pre-War 
level... . With a few exceptions (coal and sugar), the Soviet 
Union’s share in world production is still below what it was.” 
The imposture of the Tenth Anniversary announcements on the 
economic restoration of Russia, having thus been admitted by 
one of the imposters, he goes on to praise the “general line” of 
the Party and to attack again the already prostrate body of 
Trotskyism and, finally, the deviation of the Right. In April, the 
Central Committee adopted further theses from the Politbureau 
on the Plan. In May, the Council of Commussars ratified the 
“optimum version,” the Sixteenth Congress accepted it, and 
finally, the Fifth Soviet Congress consecrated it. The Five Year 
Plan, already more or less in application before surmounting 
all these bureaucratic hazards, then ceased to be a means and 
became an immediate end and the ruling idea of the regime. 

Following the adoption of this “historic” resolution, of 
“world importance,” as the Soviet press was fond of saying 
on any and every occasion, the bureaucracy evolved fresh inno- 
vations and novelties with the aim of ‘ ‘speeding-up the rhythm” 
in order to realise the grandiose piatiletka in four years instead 
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of five. After “work without pauses,” devised in order to get 
the most out of the material, came the five-day weck, which 
meant a reform of the calendar, the suppression of Sundays and 
religious holidays. There followed a flood of decrees of “capital” 
importance, according to their promoters. “Shock brigades” 
went to the villages to lead the “socialist offensive” against private 
property. Stalin presently decided to “suppress the Aulaks as a 
class,” he who, six months earlicr, had expressly encouraged 
individual enterprises and had written the year before, “Dekulak- 
isation under our conditions is lunacy.” Military language cor- 
responded to the methods of the time; frequent “mobilisations” 
of “shock troops,” “attacks” on all “fronts,” “conquests” of 
“strong-points” by “detachments and brigades”; all that this 
vocabulary meant was that workers, galvanised by frenzicd 
propaganda, threatened with penalties, and stimulated by 
bonuses, had hewed coal, melted steel or cultivated the land. 
“Russian government consists in barrack discipline in place of 
the normal order of a city, a state of siege bas become the normal 
State of society,” stated Custine once, probably not realising how 
long this would remain the case, and that a century later it 
would still be true. 

The banished Opposition could have disavowed any responsi- 
bility for this return to War Communism. But, on the contrary, 
it hailed the first signs as a “step to the Left,” and the final ar- 
rangements fixed in 1929, as a true march to socialism, inspired 
by its own ideas. In this state of mind, those Oppositionists who 
had already been tempted to “turn towards the Party,” now 
thought only of getting back there at any price. In July, Radek, 
Preobrazhensky, Smilga, Serebriakov and Drobnis broke with 
Trotsky and capitulated to Stalin, out of love for the Five Year 
Plan, and a few weeks later I. Smirnov, Bycloborodov and hun- 
dreds of others followed them. Even the last four intractable 
ones, Rakovsky, Sosnovsky, Muralov and V. Kossior, and their 
friends, raised no objections to the official policy except the 
injustices done to the original “industrialists,” and the danger 
of a future “zigzag to the Right.” “The Left Wing, from whose 
platform all the essential ideas of the Five Year Plan have been 
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copied, still suffers under repressions and calumnies,” Trotsky 
complained in November 1929, but, he wrote, “the greatest 
successes are combined with the most formidable difficulties.” 
He admitted that already “prodigious conquests” had been made 
in industry, paralleled by a slow but real progress in agriculture. 

Stalin rapidly disillusioned them over the expected “zigzag 
to the Right.” Certainly he did not relax his rigorous treatment 
of the impenitent Trotskyists. The Bulletin of the Opposition 
published in Paris described the appalling conditions of imprison- 
ment in the Siberian “isolators,” and called for aid for those in 
deportation who suffered from privations, illness and police 
surveillance. The defeated fraction already mourned several 
of its members; in October 1928, Gregory Butov, one of Trot- 
sky’s secretaries, died in prison from a ‘hunger strike; in Novem- 
ber 1929, another of Trotskv’s collaborators and secret agent 
of the intelligence service, J. Blumkin, was executed by. the 
G.P.U. on his return froma mission abroad: he had had an inter- 
view at Stamboul with his old chief and agreed to convev an 
innocent message to Russia. V. Smirnov, the theorctician of 
Democratic Centralism, was to perish in Siberia. Orhers. less 
well known, suffered or were to suffer similar fates. But without 
relaxing the struggle against the Left, Stalin began to rake more 
and more brutal measures against the Right, whose revealing 
silence and secret obstruction threatened to interfere with his 
policy. 

Throughout 1929 he repressed the “opportunists”’ by the 
methods which had already been proved effective in earlier con- 
flicts. After humbling the smaller frv. of the calibre of Uglanov, 
he turned his attention to the more important sinners. It was in 
vain that Bukharin quoted, a little later, one of Lenin's letters 
in which he wrote, “If vou get rid of all those who are intelli- 
gent, but not strictly obedient, and only keep the docile idiots, 
vou will certainly ruin the Party”’—he in his turn was able bit- 
terly to estimate how short was the distance berween the Capitol 
and the Tarpeian Rock, as he passed rapidly along the road to 
disgrace on which Trotsky, Zinoviev and their followers had 
already preceded him. The revelation of his interview with 
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Kamenev and Pyatakov had irreparably damaged him. But this 
ume history repeated itself in a totally uninteresting manner: 
it would have been possible to predict all the main stages in 
advance. Furthermore, the Right never had the courage to stand 
up for its opinions, it allowed itself to be defeated over details, 
and never used any other manceuvre than flight. There was no 
need to deport it in order to make it bow the knee. 

In July, Bukharin was expelled from the Bureau of the Inter- 
national. In August, Pravda opened fire against its own editor, 
who “lacked faith” like Trotsky, “over-estimated difficulties” 
like Zinoviev, and had never ceased, all his life, to be wrong, 
and even to contradict Lenin. . .. All his present and past, gen- 
uine or imaginary, faults were listed. The Lenin Institute 
searched through old papers, deciphering notes and scribbles of 
the Master, in an effort to find critical and derogatory remarks 
about Bukharin, and even printed intimate marginal annotations 
in order to discredit him. A special pamphlet was devoted to 
his old differences with Lenin. Papers and reviews published 
in a slightly altered form so as to turn them against him, those 
diatribes from which the Opposition had had to suffer at his 
hands. His works, which millions of young people had been 
taught to regard as classics, were suddenly discovered to be full 
of heresies and were put on the Index. The A.B.C. of Commu- 
nism, which had already had Preobrazhensky’s section cut our, 
was now withdrawn from circulation. In November, after the 
usual threats and attacks, Bukharin was thrown out of the Polit- 
bureau. Rykov and Tomsky, accomplices whom Stalin wanted 
to segregate from him, escaped with a severe warning. At the 
same moment, Uglanov and three others capitulated. The in- 
different public were told only that the “bankrupt” Rightists, 
who had once been model and irreproachable Leninists, had 
accused “the Party”—for which read Stalin and his acolytes— 
of bureaucracy, Trotskyism, military-feudal exploitation of the 

easants, and had condemned the “offensive against the kulak.” 
A few davs later, Bukharin, Rykov and Tomsky, branded as 
criminals and filled with panic, recognised their errors. ... 

It is scarcely worth while describing how these so casily 
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terrorised terrorists were supplanted by greater mediocrities, 
eager to inherit the places around Stalin which they had been 
promised in exchange for their support. The majority of the 
newcomers are not worth naming, nor are their bureaucratic 
achievements worth a mention. More significant is the sudden 
collapse of this amid and calculating opposition, made more 
marked by other simultancous manifestations of the same kind: 
the repeated confessions of Zinoviev and Kamenev, in aston- 
ishingly platitudinous terms, the fresh recantation of Shliapni- 
kov, at a time when all these men were out of political activity 
and had neither said nor done anything worth repenting— 
finally the shameful recantations of the “red Professors” of 
Bukharin’s school. The Bolshevik mentality, which had evolved 
from implicit amoralism to declared cynicism, no doubt explains 
many things, but not such a complete and rapid triumph for 
Stalin. ‘The main reason must be sought in the “police regime” 

which Bukharin once lamented in despair, and which made 
Chernishevsky's words, repeated by Lenin, so true: E nhappy 
nation, nation of slaves; high and low, all are slaves.’ 

Russia under the Soviets was not so much reminiscent of 
pre-revolunionary “Psarism, which was a worm-eaten autocracy., 
a despotism rempered by corruption and lightened by certain 
tolerances and relatively liberal customs, It was more like Russia 
in a more barbarous age, notwithstanding the modern technique. 
One notices more and more analogies with the observations made 
by the first travellers or ambassadors to Muscov v: Guillebert de 
Lennoy, the Fleming; Barbaro and Contarim, the Venetians; 
Chancellor and Fletcher, the E nelishmen; Possevino, the Italian; 
Margeret, the Frenchman, ¢ Yearius, the German; and their suc- 
cessors, Carlisle, Collins, Jean Struys, without going back as 
far as Marco Polo. “The revolution has overthrown the mon- 
archy. . .. But perhaps it has only forced the external malady 
deeper into the organism,” wrote Gorky in 1917, a poor the- 
oretician but an intuitive essayist and, for once, a good prophet. 
The G.P.U. which at first was reminiscent of the Okhrana, then 
of the Third Section of the Chancellery, and finally of Ivan 
the Terrible's Oprichnina, revived the grim ancestral tradition 
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of the knout. S. Platonov in his History of Russia says: “The 
banishments, deportations and executions of suspects, the violence 
with which the oprichniks treated traitors . . . all this made 
Moscow tremble and inspired in everyone an attitude of passive 
and resigned submission.” Under Stalin, as under Ivan the 
Terrible, the Opposition was broken by the same measures, and 
it is no accident that S. Platonov himself died in exile. Under 
Stalin as under Godunov, informing was turned into a system 
of government; finally, as under Peter the Great, into,a State 
institution. No one trusted his fellows any longer or dared to 
express his thoughts to neighbours, friends, or relations. ‘The 
G.P.U. had approximately 20,000 functionaries, 30,000 secret 
agents, 60,000 chosen spies, without counting those in the 
Chon (detachments for special purposes), at the disposal of the 
Party; but these figures give a feeble idea of its power: as auxili- 
aries it had not only the militia and the army, in case of need, 
but the millions of Party members and the Y oung Communists, 
all pledged to denounce their comrades, and, in addition, the 
thousands in the so-called voluntary associations subject to the 
State power, the offices of the Soviets and trade unions, the house 
committees, and all the multitude of secretaries and employees 
which made up the structure of the State. Reversing the old 
axiom which Peter the First introduced into military law, and 
to which Catherine Il gave lip-service, namely, that it is better 
to pardon ten criminals than to condemn one innocent man, the 
G.P.U. sacrificed a hundred innocents rather than miss one 
“traitor.” Spying in all forms, paid, voluntary or obligatory, and 
sometimes provocation, furnished ample material for its amaz- 
ing technique of inquisition and punishment. The knout, which 
had been abolished by Tsarism in the preceding century, under 
Stalin became once more “the favourite instrument of the State 
Nemesis” as Shchedrin once put it. Between the hammer and 
sickle, emblems of primitive manual labour and an unproductive 
economy, the subjects of the Soviet caught a glimpse of the in- 
visible but terrible threat. The mystery which surrounded all the 
proceedings of the G.P.U. aggravated further the idea which 
the population had formed of the physical and moral tortures 


500 STALIN 


inflicted in the Lubianka prison and its fellows in the provinces. 
But a modern all-powerful police has more refined instruments 
of torture fur extracting confessions than actual knouts, racks 
and thumbscrews. The Bolsheviks condemn themselves by 
quoting the famous example of Peter, the reformer Tsar, with 
whip and gallows, who “civilised with a knout in his hand and 
knout in hand persecuted the light” as Herzen described him, 
and of whom Puskin said that his ukases were “as though writ- 
ten with a knout.” Although their favourite historian, Pokrovsky, 
had condemned Peter for “believing in the knout as an instru- 
ment of economic progress,” Stalin fell into the same error. 
“Civilisation and science were offered us at the end of a knout,” 
Herzen once wrote. Stalin did not conceal that the Five Year 
Plan, and socialism in a single country, could not be achieved 
in any other way. Under his empirical but resolute leadership, 
the knouto-Soviet State, if one may thus revive one of Bak- 
unin’s forgotten formulas, blindly tackled a more profound 
social and economic upheaval than that of October, a revolution 
decreed from above against the feelings and interests of those 
below—the widespread collectivisation of agriculture, by force 
if necessary, in complete violation of the elementary principles 
of socialism, and even the calculations of the controlling plan 
itself. 

Lenin had always conformed strictly to Marx's and Engels’s 
ideas on agricultural theory. “Engels underlined the fact that 
socialists do not dream of expropriating the small peasants, who 
will come to understand the advantages of mechanised socialist 
agriculture only by force of example.” Ife had emphasised this 
on many occasions, and under War Communism he stated: “We 
will not permit any violence towards the middle peasant. Even 
in the case of the rich peasant we do not say ‘complete ex- 
propriation’ as firmly as for the bourgeoisie. .. .” He introduced 
this explicit thesis into the fundamental resolutions of the Com- 
munist International: “4s a general rule the proletarian power 
should leave the rich or comfortably off peasants their lands, 
only taking them over in the case of direct opposition.” For him, 
the peasants expressed “the will of the immense majority of the 
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working population.” And in one of his last speeches he recom- 
mended that the peasant masses be moved “immeasurably, in- 
finitely more slowly than we have dreamed, but in such a 
fashion that the whole mass comes with us.” Stalin, who was 
familiar, at least at second hand, with Marxist thought on this 
point, and had plagiarised from Lenin on more than one occa- 
sion, boasted of being able to solve the agricultural question in a 
socialist sense and with great rapidity, by using terror. 

Strengthened by the apparent rallying of both Left and 
Right around the Five Year Plan, free of any open opposition, 
and undisputed master of the machine, the “genial secretary,” 
as he was ironically called, could, in future, do as he liked. Of 
the Bolshevik Old Guard, some of whom were dead, some 
politically moribund, shackled and discredited. he alone re- 

mained amid the “nonentities” that he had jeered at in front 
of Bukharin. He did not fail to take advantage of an opportunity 
which presented itself to strengthen his authority over the 
G.P.U., which had become contaminated by opportunism at 
the top. Terrified of returning to Russia, the Soviet functionaries 
abroad preferred emigration, and a scandal broke out in Paris 
when the First Counsellor at the Embassy, terrified by a super- 
intendent from Moscow, climbed over a wall in order to get 
awav. Stalin profited by this to accuse the G.P.U. of lack of 
vigilance; he replaced Trilisser, a Rightist, by Messing, and 
reorganised the board of control. As first assistant alongside Men- 
zhinskv. the irremovable President, he retained Yagoda. whose 
sympathies with the Right had not been Jasting. Feeling this in- 
strument to be reliable for the future, he accelerated industrial- 
isation in the towns and collectivisation in the country, he 
spurred on the Party and, in particular, the Young Communists, 
which speeded up the inexorable wheels of the bureaucratic and 
police machine. Everything for the Plan and by the Plan: the 
entire life of the Russian people could thus be summed up from 
1929, “the vear of the great turn.” 

Adopting this proud title, Sralin waited only five months after 
the adoption of the piatiletka before announcing victory. In an 
economico-military speech of untranslatable bombast, in which 
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the ritual refrain “Lenin said” frequently occurred, he announced 
“a great turn on all fronts of socialist construction . . . under the 
banner of a stern socialist offensive against all capitalist ele- 
ments.” In a paroxysm of “com-lies” and “com-boasts” he an- 
nounced that all levels set by the plan had been reached and 
passed, except perhaps the formation of cadres of “red techni- 
cians,” but that the Party only had to make up its mind, in order 
to “attack the problem of cadres and carry this fortress at what- 
ever cost.” .. . He stated that investments in industry had in- 
creased in one year from 1,600 million roubles to 3,400, without 
revealing how this had been done, or why the Left had once been 
guilty of an unforgivable crime in proposing an annual subsidy 
of from 500 to 1,000 millions. He enumerated a list of extraordi- 
nary successes and final conquests, of “formidable progress” 
and “increased rhythm,” and mocked at the bankrupt Right, to 
whom he had recently publicly sworn “solidarity to the end.” 
But for “unprecedented success” there was nothing to equal 
agricultural collectivisation, despite “the desperate resistance of 
all the forces of darkness, from kulaks and priests, to Philistines 
and opportunists of the Right.” Entire villages, cantons, districts, 
even regions had joined the Aolkhoz, it appeared, but Stalin made 
no mention of the implacable pressure on them, beyond a brief 
reference to the ‘workers’ brigades, disseminated by tens and 
hundreds throughout the principal districts of our country,” 
and whose task, not vet fully understood, was already beginning 
to resemble the ‘ ‘dragonnades’ “ of the Camisard war. He ex- 
patiated on the collectivisation of millions of hectares and the 
number of quintals harvested, emphasising the importance of 
tractors . . . in the future. “We are going full steam ahead 
towards socialism through industrialisation, leaving our century- 
old ‘racial’ backwardness behind. We are becoming a land of 
metals, a land of automobiles, a land of tractors, and when we set 
the U.S.S.R. on an automobile and the mupk on a tractor, 
let the noble capitalists, so proud of their ‘civilisation,’ attempt 
to catch us up. We shall see then which countries can he ‘labelled’ 
as backward, and which as advanced.” 

These clephantine boastings, in which ignorance and pre- 
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sumption, complicated by nationalism, were mingled, merit com- 
parison with the vain words of Peter the Great: “Let us hope 
that in a few years we can humiliate the neighbouring countries.” 
... One trait which persists through the centuries is the disdain 
which Russia, Vsarist or Sovict, affects for the west, whose civil- 
isation she copies, paying the teachers highly, without ever suc- 
ceeding in catching up with or outstripping anyone. Peter is 
said to have made the impudent assertion: “We need Europe 
for a few dozen years, after that we will turn our backs on her.” 
Stalin was content to reduce the period to five years, then to 
four, and his courtiers exaggerated even further. General Brussi- 
lov was thinking less of this aspect of things than of parallels 
with important personages, when he wrote in his Memoirs: 
“Many of these historical characters who are thought of as 
great men were Bolshevik in their methods of government and 
action: Ivan the Terrible, Peter the Great, Pugachev.” It is 
worth noting that Lenin had anticipated Gorky, Brussilov and 
many others, in drawing a somewhat damaging parallel between 
Peter and himself. “If the revolution in Germany does not come 
quickly, we must apprentice ourselves to the school of German 
State capitalism, imitate as closely as we can, not sparing dicta- 
torial action to make this imitation even more rapid than Peter’s 
forcing the imitation of the west on barbarous Russia, not 
shrinking from barbarous methods to fight barbarism.” But 
Lenin thought it necessary to cut out the phrase referring to the 
crucl, torturing Tsar, who assassinated his own son, when he 
quoted his own remark three years later. Stalin, devoid of any 
socialist humanity, seems to have followed particularly the advice 
to make use of barbarous methods, one of those imprudent 
phrases which “the old man” must have regretted leaving for 
his narrow-minded disciples, who were unable to understand 
the spirit of it. No doubt the aphorism comes from a reminis- 
cence of Engels, from whom Lenin borrowed so much: “Hu- 
manity, descended from animality, has needed to use barbarous, 
almost animal, methods in order to escape from barbarism”— 
a retrospective view in which one finds not the slightest sugges- 
tion for future conduct. 
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Stalin’s article on the “great turn” written in cold blood for 
the Twelfth Anniversary of the Revolution, hardly represents 
the tone of delirium demanded from the press. “Prodigious,” 
“colossal,” “unforgettable,” “marvellous,” every sort of super- 
lative was dragged in to describe achievements which would 
have seemed ordinary and everyday anywhere elsc—achieve- 
ments such as digging a hole, laying bricks, sowing rye, or par- 
ticularly those magnificent plans, still merely sketched, or in the 
blueprint stage, whose fulfillment was said to mean “catching up 
with and surpassing” Europe and America. Ten years before, 
when the first clectrification scheme was proposed, Bukharin 
had produced a lyrical invocation to Bogdanov’s Red Star, a 
utopian romance in which an carthdweller finds himself on a 
socialist Mars during a period of “great works,” the transition 
from capitalism to communism. After treating the author as a 
counter-revolutionary (he was once of the pioneers of the move- 
ment, remarkable both for his knowledge and character, and he 
dicd in 1928, following a medical experiment which resembled 
suicide), the Bolsheviks drew inspiration from his romance, 
characteristically exaggerating it and indulging their passion for 
the gigantic, their cult of machines, their mysticism over trac- 
tors and their novel form of “delusions of greatness.” Lacking 
any sense of reality, Stalin and his apparatus satisfied themselves 
with dreams, and by a curious auto-suggestion perhaps even per- 
suaded themselves that their vague hypotheses were well 
founded, since their subjects appeared to be deceived by them. 
One has only to read Custine to find this tradition already well 
rooted: “The best way to give the lie to the most patent facts 
and to deceive everyone's conscience most completely, is to 
begin with one’s own.” 

Starting with the astronomer, the Abbe Chappe d’Auteroche, 
in the cightcenth century, all serious observers have noticed that 
Russians have a “particular gift for imitation.” In this direction, 
Stalin, by imitating the external aspects of American industrial- 
isation, Was no more an innovator than Peter before him, since 
from the time of Godunov, Russia has mimicked the Poles, the 
Swedes, the Dutch, the Prussians, the English and the French 
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in succession. Herzen truly said “We have been a thousand years 
on earth and two centuries at school, learning imitation.” All 
backward countries must go through a stage of scientific and 
technical instruction, during which they must borrow from 
other civilisations, but the knouto-Soviet State, following its 
own line of national despotism, cut itself off from real progress 
by concealing a genuine inferiority under a mask of arrogance. 
Lenin’s bitter remark about Zinoviev, “He copies my faults,” 
applies even more strongly to his heir, who, in addition, copied 
all the defects of his capitalist models. And just as the Bolsheviks 
were unable to assimilate Marxism, a synthesis of various western 
cultures, but took over a simplified form decked out with learned 
terminology, so thev could not take the shortest road to rational 
production, but ruined their natural economy in order to erect 
vain-glorious “giants” of electricity, metallurgy and machinery, 
“the greatest in the world,” or said to be so. 

It would be difficult to distinguish in Stalin’s professions of 
socialist faith at that time the varving proportions of hypocrisy 
and ignorance. But as one watches the sacrifice of the individ- 
ual worker to the parasite State, and that of the revolutionary 
generations to the myth of the too- fascinating Plan, one cannot 
doubt one primary fact: five years after Lenin’s death, Leninist 
notions of socialism had no longer anvthing whatever in com- 
mon with the doctrines put forward under the same label. Stalin’s 
industrialisation was based on an intensive over-exploitation of 
the workers, and his collectivisation on the absolute servitude 
of the peasants. Since there were no large loans from abroad, 
nor rich classes to be taxed, the workers in the factories and 
the semi-proletariat in the fields had, in Russia, to bear the cost 
of “building socialism” in a single country. In order to finance 
the Plan, which had been transplanted from the planet Mars to a 
sixth part of the terrestrial globe, and which was out of all 
proportion to the normal resources of the Soviet Union, there 
was no other method than to increase the many schemes of ex- 
tortion and coercion which were already in operation under 
various pretexts, heavy taxes, unlimited inflation, continual 
rise of prices, forced-voluntary loans, raised by a levy on wages. 
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As even this was not enough, there was nothing left but to ex- 
propriate the few remaining possessors of goods or means of 
production, the kulaks first, “those who have enough to eat,” 
and then the small shop-keepers, the artisans, the middle peas- 
ants. This road meant the end of the N.E.P., of concessions and 
private trade. Before the end of 1929 Stalin was to declare: 
“Lenin said that the N.E.P. was introduced thoroughly and for 
a long time. But he never said for ever.” The inconsequent 
Secretary had already promised several times during the year to 
maintain the N.E.P. as a working principle. Judging from the 
evidence, he no longer knew himself where his empiricism was 
going to lead. “The machine gets out of control.” Less than a 
month after Stalin had pronounced a funeral oration over the 
N.E.P. in ambiguous terms, Krizhanovsky, the chief engincer of 
the Plan, quoted with remarkable appropriateness some other 
words of Lenin’s: “How can we approach socialism? Only 
through the N.F.P.”—a last echo of a policy in its death- throes. 
A marked revival of War Communism and terrorism accom- 
panied this new effort to bring about socialism by “assault,” 
this time without the excuse there had been in October 1917. 
While sparing the skilled workers who were recognised as in- 
dispensable, and even given certain material privileges at the 
expense of the disinherited classes, Stalin redoubled his demands 
on, and severities towards, the harassed, overburdened and under- 
nourished proletariat. He wished to raise the level of production 
by means of decrees and disciplinary regulations, and to com- 
pensate for technical deficiency, bureaucratic fraud and govern- 
mental incompetence by the sheer physical effort of the work- 
ers, Who had the alternative of consenting or running away to 
wander in thousands from shop to shop and factory to factory, 
seeking bearable conditions of life. But the misery of life in 
the towns was “caught up and surpassed” by the horrors of the 
collectivisation. In spite of the “victory on the wheat front” 
proclaimed by Mikoyan, the communist brigades, which scoured 
the countryside in order to convert the recalcitrant mujiks, 
committed excesses before which the earlier “abominations of 
Bashi-Bazouks,” and even the historic exploits of the Oprich- 
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nina, paled. Entire trainloads headed north, transporting the 
de-kulakised kulaks, who were nothing but uprooted peasants 
with their families, deprived of everything, torn from the isha 
and their native land in mid-winter. By ruinous taxes, sales by 
auction, total confiscations followed by series of arrests, some- 
times by summary executions, murders of revenge and ferocious 
reprisals, by the use of every method of pressure and constraint, 
the machine, under Stalin’s orders, produced a panic rush to- 
wards the refuge of the kolkboz. The majority of the peasants, 
after this education, preferred to kill their stock and destroy 
their belongings rather than hand them over to the despoiling 
State; the poorest alone, having nothing to lose, and hoping to 
benefit from the loans, seed, and tractors promised in the Plan, 
allowed themselves to be rounded up. Complete migrations 
depopulated regions which had been made fruitful by the 
labour of many generations: for example the departure en masse 
of the German colonists on the Volga, the exodus of the wood- 
cutters from Karelia, the shepherds from Kazakstan, the escape 
of the inhabitants of the frontier zones under the fire of the 
frontier guards. “The whole of peasant Russia at this moment ts 
screaming with pain and despair,” stated a correspondent of 
the Paris Commrnmist Bulletin. Innumerable suicides which found 
no place in the statistics, even collective suicides among the 
Chermisses in Siberia, darkened the tragedy still further, This 
is how the miracle of the increase in kolkbos, which made Stalin 
dizzy, was brought about. 

While struggling against the workers and the peasants, the 
technicians and the intellectuals, the Left and the Right within 
his Party, Stalin was also waging a pitiless war against the Church 
and the believers, thus betraving once more, by his methods, the 
Bolshevik tradition to whose heritage he laid claim. Lenin had 
subscribed unreservedly to Engels’s views when he reproved 
the Blanquist Communards for attempting to “suppress God by 
decrees,” and later reproached F. Diihring with “surpassing 
Bismarck” by his methods of combating religion. His definite 
conclusions in this domain were the complete opposite of the 
aggressive and brutal egoism of his epigones. Ever since the 
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days of Iskra, he had maintained that “even the Jesuits had a 
right to freedom of propaganda,” with the stipulation that the 
proletariat should be protected from it by persuasion. “To de- 
clare that war against religion is one of the political objects of 
a workers’ party, is merely an anarchist phrase,” he affirmed, and 
even said that “If a priest comes to us wishing to join in our 
political work, if he carries out conscientiously the tasks which 
the Party gives him, without interfering with its programme, 
we can accept him into the ranks.” The Soviet Constitution 
“allows to every citizen the right to put forward religious or 
anti-religious propaganda” (an article which was modified with 
a stroke of the pen in 1929), and the Bolshevik programme pre- 
scribes “careful avoidance of any offence to the sentiments of 
believers.” For ten years the separated Church and State had 
managed to live in relative peace, occasionally broken by bloody 
conflicts as when, during the great famine, precious metals were 
requisitioned from the sanctuaries for the alleged benefit of the 
sufferers. The Government limited itself to encouraging schisms, 
supporting the dissident sects, while at the same time stimulating 
anti-clerical propaganda. But a fresh phase began when Stalin 
reopened hostilities against the peasants. The alliance between 
priests and kulaks served to justify all the misdeeds of the Party 
in the countryside. Official irreligion was transformed into 
systematic de-Christianisation by violence: churches of the 
various faiths were closed and demolished or taken over, as 
were chapels and monasteries, sacred books were seized, and 
proselytism forbidden, icons were burnt and priests deported 
or condemned to death. Under pretext of a militant materialism, 
by methods which were a caricature, adults suspected of “ideal- 
ism” were forcibly inculcuated with atheism, which was already 
obligatory in the schools. Peter the Great took a quarter of the 
bells from the churches and melted them down for artillery, 
Stalin confiscated the whole lot to make carburettors. With two 
centuries between them, the savage Tsar and the police Secretary 
made use of the same blasphemous buffoonery, educative carni- 
vals, burlesque processions and profane parodies, but the second, 
like the first, succeeded only in wounding the faithful by his 
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persecution of the clergy, and outraging their forms of worship, 
without uprooting any of their beliefs and superstitions, which 
took refuge in clandestine prayers and were hidden deep in their 
consciences. The degenerate Bolsheviks appealed to Marx’s words 
about religion being “the opium of the people,” bur their “vic- 
tories on the religious front” were obtained by the same barbar- 
ous methods as those of the greatest of the Romanovs, the most 
arbitrary of despots, and they had themselves made use of Lenin- 
ist dogma as a narcotic, and then indulged in the fetichist wor- 
ship of a mummy. 

On December 21, 1929, Stalin’s fiftieth birthday, the entire 
Soviet press came out with immense headlines, immense por- 
traits and immense articles. The praises of the Dictator were also 
immense. The finest human qualities and many super-human 
virtues belonged to Stalin, the man of steel, according to the 
censer-bearers of his train. His modestv, his courage and his 
devotion to the cause were only equalled by his wisdom and 
foresight. It was he who had organised the Bolshevik Party, 
led the October Revolution, commanded the Red Armv, and 
been victor of the Civil War and the wars outside Russia. Added 
to all this, he was the leader of the world proletariat. His prac- 
tical abiliry was on a level with his theoretical gifts and both 
were infallible: no one had ever seen him make a mistake. And 
the leitmotiv which recurred through all these dithvrambs was: 
the man of tron, the soldier of steel. with variations on the 
metallic theme: Leninist of brass. Bolshevik of granite. The same 
formulas, the same hynerboles, the same exagecrated expressions 
of admiration and submission. all conforming strictly to the 
model as issued from Moscow, were to he found in the thousands 
of addresses. messages and telegrams received from all parts of 
Russia, which filled entire pages of the newspapers and con- 
tinued to occupv several columns for weeks to come. The State 
publishers issued millions of copies of selections, in which the 
panegyrics stretched to more than 250 pages, without counting 
the innumerable greetings which were simply listed under their 
place of origin. An official bust was mass-produced and dis- 
tributed bv order. Stalin’s name, which had already heen given 


510 STALIN 


to several towns, was now bestowed on factories, power stations, 
agricultural ventures, barracks and schools. . . . 

Ten years carlier, on April 23, 1920, the fiftieth birthday of 
Lenin had been celebrated in Moscow—Lenin, who was the true 
originator of Bolshevism, the founder of the Communist Party, 
the authentic victor of October and the real creator of the 
Soviet State. It was an intimate gathering of the Moscow Party 
Committee. A modest pamphlet of thirty pages remains as a 
souvenir of this gathering of old friends. Between 1920 and 
1930 a profound change had taken place in Moscow, and the 
contrast between these two celebrations illustrates its original 
national aspect. Lenin, who was loved and admired by his Party 
and honoured by his adversaries, would never have put up with 
anything resembling these fawning eculogies, still less with an 
adulation inspired by self-secking and fear. Stalin, who was 
detested even by his dependents, but who was addressed like 
a Tsar or a God, rewarded his self- secking apologists, bought 
or extorted insincere compliments and unloosed a torrent of 
immemorial servility. He himself had changed greatly since his 
speech at Tiflis when he reproved his flatterers. The historic 
atavism of ancient Muscovy, held in check for a long time by 
a slow capitalist evolution and by western influences, revealed its 
tenacious vitality both in Stalin’s omnipotent person and in the 
transitory regime, which was struggling to lift the Soviet empire 
to the level of the highly- industrialised countries, “not shrinking 
from the use of barbarous methods,” in order to arm it for the 
universal conflict and prepare it for future conflagrations. But 
there was not the smallest trace of socialism, either in fact or in 
tendency, at this moment when the new privileged caste was 
elevating its chief to such a pinnacle. 

In the unlimited homage rendered to Stalin by servitors who 
were anxious to attribute to him merits which he had not got, 
and talents which he undoubtedly lacked, while not vet daring 
to make him out a genius, one is struck, amid 2 thousand declara- 
tions of the same value, by those which couple “a rhythm of 
industrialisation such as the history of humanity has never 
known,” or “the great process of socialist industrialisation,” with 
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the name of Stalin, the persecutor of the industrialist commu- 
nists. Propaganda blazoned abroad the balance-sheet for 1929, 
which was insignificant compared with the expenditure of work- 
ers’ energy and the amount of capital invested, and which made 
use of tons of metal which were still to come from furnaces 
not yet completed. It seemed as though the peasant from the 
Caucasus, who had resisted so obstinately the industrial projects 
of the Opposition, before deporting them, was now especially 
anxious to demonstrate his priority in this sphere. Nevertheless, 
the material conditions of existence went from bad to worse in 
Russia, which was “going full steam ahead towards socialism.” 
After bread, the other foodstuffs were rationed, then manu- 
factured goods. The number of mouths to be fed increased, but 
goods of primary necessity became more scarce as the prices 
rose. At the beginning of 1930, the level of consumption per 
head was below the wretched pre-War level both im quantity 
and quality, for even the President of the Gosplan had admitted 
at the last Party Conference “that in two fields, that of iron and 
that of wheat, we are considerably behind 1913.” The birth-rare 
(2.3 per cent) showed that the population was growing annually 
by 3% millions and was approaching a total of 160 millions. 
And with still greater reason than Custine in the preceding 
century, “one trembled to think that for such a multitude of 
arms and legs there should be only one head.” 


Chapter X 
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erore the Five Year Plan the “totalitarian” 
Soviet State was already acquiring its distinc- 
tive features, and the same may be said of the 
personality of Stalin who was its incarnation. 
Both were fully developed during the course 
of the memorable five years of industrialisa- 
tion and collectivisation. Even the memory of 
the socialist or communist programme disap- 
peared, except for the prisons; and the initials “U.S.S.R.” took 
on their enduring if not definitive meaning. 

The fulfillment of the Plan was to triple or almost triple the 
industrial production of pre-revolutionary days, and to increase 
agricultural production by half in absolute figures, without tak- 
ing into account the development of the population. To succeed 
it Was necessary to invest the maximum amount of the national 
resources in the planned economy, eighty-six thousand million 
roubles according to financial calculations, whence the necessity 
of taking, for this purpose, a growing share of the general reve- 
nue, by the employment of various unavowable means—indirect 
taxes, forced loans, low w ages and high prices, unlimited fidu- 
ciary inflation, the seizure of crops and livestock; that is to say, 
by robbing the working masses, restraining their purchasing 
power to the extreme limit, and inflicting unspeakable privations 
and suffering. It was necessary to acquire the technical equip- 
ment of foreign capitalism at great expense and, in order to do 
this, to export at a loss, challenging world competition by a 
species of dumping and emptying the country of a large part of 
its economic substance in spite of the dearth of manufactured 
Big 
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commodities and foodstuffs in the interior. (Ordjonikidze stated 
in 1929: “On the twelfth anniversary of the Soviet Power, we 
are lacking almost all the products of agriculture.”) 

On the other hand, a theoretical rise in salaries would follow, 
estimated at seventy-one per cent, but on the impossible condi- 
tion of doubling the output of work, noticeably reducing the 
cost of production and retail prices, increasing the quality of 
merchandise, enlarging the areas of cultivated land, and increas- 
ing the productivity of the soil. This was to augment the rouble’s 
value by one-fifth. 

The Plan, therefore, in practice, exacted the sacrifice of the 
contemporary generation, which was bled and oppressed in the 
name of a slender material progress, doubtful for future genera- 
tions, and with very problematical perspectives for economic 
progress in the present; this apart from political, social, intellec- 
tual and moral problems. The bureaucracy, under the pretext 
of reinforcing the “socialist sector,” in reality a new sort of 
State capitalism, was postponing the human conditions of social- 
ism to the Greek Kalends. 

It is true that the piatiletka prophesied and the Government 
promised to raise the cultural level of the population. Industry 
could not hope to catch up with any country, much less to ont- 
strip it, without a certain degree of public instruction and the 
necessary staff. In four vears a new personnel of 80.000 engi- 
neers, 150,000 technicians, and 800,000 qualified workmen was 
to augment the old. Collectivised agriculture needed specialised 
workmen, agriculturists and mechanics by the million. But to 
educate the population and to form an élite needed time, experi- 
ence, material means and above all other spiritual conditions. 
The failure of Bolshevism in the matter of primary education 
and general culture did not encourage hope for the miraculous 
change, notwithstanding many noisy but sterile scholastic re- 
forms. Within their own Party the Leninists replaced scientific 
doubt and the critical spirit by the magister dixit of the worst 
mediaeval scholasticism, borrowed from the decadent Pythag- 
oreans. Thus thev have instinctively fallen into their own 
specific type of obscurantism with a forbidding terminology, 
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and have brought even lower into the depths the people whom 
they claimed to have freed from the powers of darkness. 

“Ignorance,” said Clara Zetkin, “has surely, in a measure, 
facilitated the revolution, by preserving minds from the con- 
tamination of bourgeois ideas.” Lenin agreed with this, but only 
during “a certain period of our struggle,” that is, during the 
period of destruction, for “illiteracy is difficult to reconcile, 
cannot in fact be reconciled, with constructive activity.” He 
had to remind his obtuse disciples several times of the impossi- 
bility of installing socialism without universal elementary educa- 
tion. His latest writings advocated “putting education and 
culture in the centre of our activity,” and reproved vain tirades 
on proletarian art in order to insist on reading and writing 
before anything else. He recommended also “giving the teacher 
a higher place amongst us than in any other country.” But after 
his death, the lamentable state of public education and the 
privations of the teaching body contradicted the grandiloquent 
and lying assertions of official propaganda. 

In 1923 the Party had proclaimed its intention of “liquidating 
illiteracy” amongst adults for the tenth anniversary of October, 
an “historic decision” according to Bubnov and others. But in 
1924 at the Communist Congress, Krupskaya stated: “In Novem- 
ber the teacher got four roubles, now he gets 10-12 a month, and 
he is starving . . . the price of bread has risen and for 10-12 
roubles he can buy less bread than he could previously for four. 
But the teacher draws this miserable salary only after a delay 
of two or three months, and at times never receives it at all.” 
At this Congress the teachers’ delegate admitted to about seventy 
per cent of illiterates, a figure which Zinoviev confirmed. 
Shortly afterwards Zinoviev revealed a “shocking situation” in 
the country schools, and depicted the school-muistress as being 
in rags and without fires in winter-time, and the master “who has 
no means of living because we have paid him nothing.” 

That same year Lunacharsky spoke plainly in this connec- 
tion of a “catastrophe”: there were less than 50,000 primary 
schools in place of the 62,000 under the old regime, and that 
for an increased population. The average salary of a rural 
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instructor, drawn often after a delay of six months, was at times 
lower than 10 roubles per month. There was a whole series of 
provinces where the teacher was starving in the full sense of the 
word. Not until 1925 did the teachers hold their first semblance 
of a conference, convened, in fact, by the authorities; they were 
then admitted to the rank of citizens and clectors and became 
eligible for non-existent sovicts. They were no longer treated 
as intellectuals without a place in the sun. Their way of life was 
improving little by little, that is to say, hunger, illness and 
mortality were growing less amongst them, and prostitution 
and mendicancy were tending to disappear. But salaries, premises 
and scholastic supplies remained far below a decent minimum. 
In 1927, after the tenth anniversary, there was no longer any 
question of liquidating illiteracy, in spite of all the “historic 
decisions.” The programme of the Party: free and obligatory. 
equal and polytechnic education; free food, clothing and 
scholastic material for all students; pre-school and post-school 
institutions, crèches, clubs, libraries, popular universities, etc., 
showed itself on all points a mockery hike the other promises 
of Bolshevism. In 1928, Pravda (2nd September) recorded the 
“stabilisation of illiteracy.” In 1929, [svestia (11th July) cal- 
culated the proportion of absolute illiterates to be sixty per 
cent, without counting the aged or incurably ignorant who had 
forgotten their alphabet; nothing then had changed since 
Tsarism. It was the first year of the industrial Five Year Plan, 
and it was no longer a matter of lectures or of literature, but of 
coal, of iron, of tractors and turbines. Stalin aimed at doing 
for the advancement of technique what he would not do for 
socialism: Lunacharsky, dilettante, prattler and muddler, nom- 
inally the principal cause of the careless handling of the Com- 
missariat of Instruction, was abruptly relieved of his functions 
and replaced by Bubnov, who introduced the discipline of the 
army into educational methods. In 1930, the Central Committee 
decreed compulsory education, of course without being able to 
carry it out, and beginning with the following vear all the so- 
called revolutionary innovations were one by one annulled. The 
former classical system was reestablished, including the one 
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man management of schools, a university hierarchy, uniformity 
of curriculum, discipline, text-books, examinations and diplomas. 
Even the brigades of students which had formed part of Bubnov's 
plan for taking “the offensive on the cultural front” did not 
survive the experiment. 

Stalin believed that he could solve every problem simply by 
means of his machine. From some 800,000 in 1913, according to 
N. Rubakin, the number of functionaries had increased to more 
than 7,365,000 before the N.E.P., to decline later and establish 
itself at about 3,722,000 in 1927, excluding those belonging to 
the Party with its multiple affiliates and those in the trade unions 
and co-operatives. Even more than in Custine’s time, there was 
“a whole crowd of people whose interest lay in perpetuating 
and concealing abuses.” The incomplete statistics do not permit 
an exact estimate of the total, which perhaps exceeded 5,000,000 
in 1930. “We are unable to master this enormous machine cre- 
ated by the extraordinarily backward state of civilisation in our 
country,” sighed Bukharin in the days when he was permitted 
free speech; but Stalin did not intend to lessen the instrument 
of domination which he had inherited and which he has since 
learned to perfect. On the contrary, by suppressing the N.E.P. 
he added still more force to the bureaucracy, which, by means 
of the kolkhoz, began to penetrate even into the practical man- 
agement of agriculture, as well as to achieve control of com- 
merce, the co-operatives and the body of artisans. Step by step 
with the industrialisation of the country, an unprecedented 
bureaucracy increased and solidified. Varied in its forms, it was 
fundamentally unalterable, the curse of a country lorded over 
by “roo large a number of all too petty functionaries.” It would 
require a special work to describe the mischief done by red- 
tape, the insatiable parasitism, certain monstrous effects of which 
are occasionally pointed out in the leading Bolshevik organs 
which, however, carefully avoid speaking of the real causes of 
the evil. “Take our immense Soviet administration. You will 
find there a colossal number of good-for-nothings who do not 
want socialism to succeed,” declared Ordjonikidze in 1929, al- 
ready with no illusions, and he added: “People nobody knows 
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what to do with and whom nobody has any use for are placed 
in the Control Commission.” The fatal consequences reveal 
themselves in every economic and political balance-sheet of the 
regime. 

At the top of the bureaucratic pyramid, the Party machinery, 
purged of all heterogencous elements, gave Stalin perfect secu- 
rity after the pitiful collapse of the Right. The occurrence of 
new insubordination, individual or on the part of small groups, 
seemed not unlikely in the immediate future, but this would be 
a mere game which “the master” could put an end to at once. 

It becomes useless to follow in detail the operations styled 
“organisational,” revocations, nominations and mutations 
whereby Stalin exercised a limitless sovereignty, the secret efh- 
cacy of which may be explained in three letters—G.P.U. After 
Lunacharsky, other People’s Commissars who had served their 
turn—Semashko, Unsehlicht, Briukhanov—were sacked peremp- 
torily, without even the usual formalitics observed in the dis- 
missal of domestic servants. Beyond the bureaucratic corps 
whom these matters closely concerned, nobody gave any atten- 
tion to the paltry four or five lines in which the newspapers 
mentioned the degradations, without any explanation. Public 
opinion was annihilated and experienced Bolsheviks thought in 
slogans learnt by heart. The only apparent reason for the sudden 
ascent of a Syrtsov, promoted to the presidency of the Council 
of Commissars for Russia in place of the deposed Rykov, was 
that Stalin had to nominate somebody of whom he could be 
sure, right or wrong. Nobody could otherwise ex plain the ap- 
pointment of Molotov to be head of the Council of Commissars 
for the Soviet Union—another post withdrawn from Rykov— 
unless one assumed also that Stalin wanted to get rid of the Sec- 
retariat. The endless succession of interchangeable personages in 
the reigning oligarchy ceased to impress—whether Ordjonikidze 
returned to the Politbureau, or Kaganovich succeeded Molotov 
as First Under-Secretary of the Party, or the endless mutations 
of the Kuibyshevs, Andreyevs and Rudzutaks. In the bureau- 
cratic constellation, whence the Yaroslavskys, the Skrypniks and 
even the Kirovs were shining with a somewhat tarnished bril- 
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liance, new and obscure stars appeared, from Akulov to Posty- 
shev, without anyone knowing why or how. Voroshilov and 
Kalinin, shamefaced Right-wingers who had deserted at the 
nght moment, vied with cach other in orthodoxy and submis- 
sion for the sake of keeping their places. 

It was no longer sufficient for Stalin to be feared and obeyed 
—the defeated victims must further his career and honour his 
person in order not to disappear altogether. Fallen to the rank 
of subordinate functionaries, Pyatakov and Radek multiplied 
their pledges of servility in the hope of inspiring some confi- 
dence in “the boss.” Zinoviev and Kamenev, crazy with terror 
after the revelations of their relations with Bukharin, bought 
their pardon by denouncing the latter. Bukharin managed to 
save himself by denials and fresh reiterations of repentance, 
apart from the threat of suicide. 

By preference, Stalin avoided surrounding himself with 
corpses; not that human life seemed precious, or worthy of re- 
spect, but because he found greater advantages in dishonouring 
an adversary than in causing his death. He could crush opposi- 
tions without physically suppressing their leaders who in any 
case would not take up arms. Experience taught him to despise 
men, consciously to exploit their weaknesses, to adjust suppres- 
sion proportionately to the resistance offered. A new procedure 
made its appearance in Pravda, that of declarations of apostasy 
and letters of denunciation, worthy products of post-Lenin 
Bolshevism. 

Before calling the Sixteenth Party Congress in 1930, Stalin re- 
organised the staff of the Secretariat, rearranged the functions of 
the Central Committee, renewed bureaux, sections, commissions, 
and the myriad committees which form the close network of 
his administration. The Party dealt with, there was a clean up 
of the trade unions, the libraries, the universities, and theatres. 
In one case it was the friends of Bukharin, Rykov and Tomsky, 
the former supporters of the Right, who suffered; in another, 
the victims were now Dostoievsky, now Schiller, now Dickens, 
then Lohengrin and Werther, according to the initiative or in- 
fluence of ridiculous but powerful ignoramuses. The Academy 
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of Sciences was not spared. By means of various arbitrary sanc- 
tions, a number of Bolsheviks was forced upon it, under the 
threat of cutting off its income and on the pretext of strength- 
ening the social sciences. Thus the ruling power forbade all 
impulse to intellectual independence and in practice subordi- 
nated the Academy to the needs of its own propaganda. Custine 
had already seen in the Russia of old that “here, even men’s 
souls are led by a rope.” When the Central Statistical Depart- 
ment annoyed Stalin, he suppressed it, because according to his 
press “statistics cannot be neutral” and “class statistics” arc 
necessary. Accordingly, the professors of Soviet journalism 
maintain that “information does not consist in the dissemination 
of news, but in the education of the masses,” “information is an 
instrument in the class struggle—not a mirror to reflect events 
objectively.” Thus every lie is justified in advance in the name 
of the more or less misunderstood interests of the revolution. 
To make use of another century-old observation of Custine: 
“Here to lie is to protect society, to tell the truth is to upset the 
State.” 

The Sixteenth Congress, held two and a half years after the 
fifteenth, in total disregard of the statutes, at last realised Stalin’s 
ideal, long accomplished in the congresses of the Soviets: a meet- 
ing where chosen orators discourse to order, where the chorus 
applauds to order, carries motions to order and sings the Inter- 
national to order. Henceforward, in the Party sessions, as for- 
merly in the deliberative State Assemblies, the delegates con- 
fined themselves, like good little children, to hearing the lesson 
they would subsequently have to recite to their inferiors, in their 
capacity of pretentious school-masters. Many previous Con- 
gresses had shown the same tendency; but the process was more 
marked the further one went from the October Revolution. 
“Russia, this infant nation, is only a school on a huge scale. 
Everything goes on there as in a military college, except that 
the students don’t come out of it until death.” Thus wrote 
Custine; but if the present resembles the past, history has left 
no memory of a spectacle as degrading as that of these Bolshe- 
viks. The Right-wing cowards were dragged onto the platform 
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to beat their breasts and confess their errors before an audience 
of fanatic or venal delegates, which thundered its hatred accord- 
ing to instructions with the one and only motive of pleasing the 
despot. Rakovsky, from his exile, could well comment on “this 
savage picture of bureaucrats let loose. It is difficult to say who 
has most lost the feeling of dignity, those who bend humbly 
beneath the jeers and hoots, submitting to the outrages in the 
hope of a better future, or those who, in the same hope, are 
responsible for these outrages, knowing beforehand that the 
adversary must vield.” Hideous scenes these, but on the morrow, 
insulters and insulted will sit side by side as colleagues on the 
Central Committee. 

Stalin’s report to the Congress expounded once more the plati- 
tudes of Leninism in regard to international politics: the whole 
world was undermined with antagonisms, the bitterest of which 
ranged in opposite camps the United States and England; the 
League of Nations was a moribund institution; Social-Democ- 
racy was losing all influence while the Communist Parties were 
marching from victory to victory; capitalist stabilisation was 
ending and everywhere the revolution rumbled; the bourgeoisie, 
especially 1 in France, “the most aggressive and Aant coun- 
trv in the world,” was seeking a way out in war against the 
U.S.S.R.; etc., etc. The rest of his speech was devoted to the 
internal situation and summed up in the stereotyped formulas 
of the orthodoxy of the moment the more or less bogus statistics 
prepared by frightened experts without convictions, terrorised 
by politicians without knowledge. The same assertions repro- 
duced in all the official literature of this period only assume their 
full significance when placed in the framework of the ill- 
matched facts and contradictory proceedings which trace from 
day to day the tortuous graph of the “general line.” 


2 


STALIN scarcely counted on the good will, still less on the spon- 
taneous enthusiasm, of the workers in order to arrive at the 
remote aims formulated in the Plan. He had opposed himself too 
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much to the industrialist tendency to have any illusions in this 
respect. His optimistic public statements might deceive a large 
part of the youth, but not the majority of the working class, 
jaded by promises, and still less the peasant masses, defiant by 
nature and hostile by experience. He foresaw a certain “arti- 
ficially organised famine” in consequence of a too rapidly or- 
ganised industrialisation, but did not change his policy untl 
forced to do so by the circumstances or, more precisely, by the 
growing difficulty of stocking the cereals indispensable to the 
food supplies of the towns. Through lack of industrial mer- 
chandise to exchange for agricultural products, he had to use 
force to tear the crops from the peasants. Thus necessity 
compelled him to take the road which foresight had prompted 
Trotsky to urge upon him. Passing from one extreme to the 
other, from caution to rashness, he remembered a phrase of 
Lenin as justification and cover for the wildest extravagances: 
“We must excite the enthusiasm of conscientious workers 
and peasants by a great ten or twenty years programme, by 
a clean-cut and lively perspective, absolutely scientific in its 
foundations.” But the joy in labour demanded or stimulated by 
vulgar artifices won over neither the exhausted proletariat nor 
the sceptical peasantry, and the strenuous efforts of the “shock- 
brigades” with all their badly-paid rivalry did not compensate 
for material unpreparedness, technical backwardness and pro- 
fessional incompetence. Stalin as much through natural inclina- 
tion as through the logic of the system was led to break through 
obstacles by draconian measures. 

The cruellest “offensive” made itself felt first in the country 
districts. Collectivisation, like every other obligation imposed 
upon the people of the Soviet Union, was styled voluntary, in 
flagrant contradiction of the Plan which had established before- 
hand the percentages to be realised. “It would be the greatest 
‘absurdity to try to introduce communal agricultural work into 
such backward villages, where a long education would be neces- 
sary before the preliminary attempt.” Lenin had said this re- 
peatedly. He had been resolute on the necessity of “getting into 
the good graces” of the small producers, to transform them by 
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“a very long, very slow and very prudent work of organisa- 
tion.” He could only conceive of harmony between a socialised 
industry and an individualistic agriculture in a free and pacific 
co-operation, without the least constraint, direct or indirect. 
Stalin appeared to understand him, to judge by the speeches 
which preceded his pitiless mobilisation of the “shock-brigades” 
against the peasantry. But in complete contradiction to his reas- 
suring declarations, and without taking any account of the Plan, 
which contemplated collectivising and mechanising in five years 
one-fifth of the agricultural establishments, he carried through 
by blood and iron in one year three times the expectations of 
the Five Year Plan. In a single month the number of farms 
grouped in the kolkhoz exceeded that brought about by twelve 
years of revolution—on paper, that is, for tractors and machines, 
not to mention organisation and the consent of the victims, were 
still sadly lacking. This result was obtained by arbitrary ex- 
propriation and illegal pillage, and only at the price of an 
unexampled repression. This Stalin entitled “liquidation of the 
kulak as a class,” but thousands of poor and middle peasants 
themselves succumbed. No contemporary records have been 
able to keep up with all the mass arrests and executions, the 
suicides and the assassinations which collectivisation dragged in 
its wake. Statistics abound in empty figures and trifling coeff- 
cients, but do not register these numerous victims, any more 
than the G.P.U. y ields its secrets of the barbarous deportations 
of millions of human beings, transplanted to arctic regions and 
beyond the Urals. Whole villages, cantons and districts were 
depopulated and their inhabitants dispersed and decimated, as 
happened in ancient times in Assyria and Chaldaea. An Ameri- 
can correspondent extremely favourable to Stalin’s interests esti- 
mated at 2,000,000 the approximate number banished and exiled 
in 1929-1930 (New Fork Times, 3rd Februarv, 1931). But the 
truth would appear still more atrocious in its full extent if it 
were known that the “dekulakisation” was pursued without 
respite in the course of the following years, and that the official 
figures vary between five and ten million for the number of 
kulaks, not including the unfortunate mujiks presumed to pos- 
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sess a little more than the average. (Shortly after the first Five 
Year Plan, in 1933, the Rostov press, accidentally disobeying the 
command of silence, announced the deportation en bloc of three 
stanitsy of Cossacks from Kouban—about 50,000 persons; but 
more than 100,000 inhabitants of the same region had preceded 
them on the northern road to misery.) It can be considered then 
that 5,000,000 villagers at least, regardless of sex and age, have 
been chased from their hearths and doomed to a life of iniquitous 
misery, many to death. Mr. H. Walpole, who has attentively 
scrutinised the data of the Commissariat of W orks, arrives also 
at the total of 4 to 5,000,000 for 1931, a figure which the suc- 
ceeding years easily surpass. He has noted it in his introduction 
to Out of the Deep, Letters from Soviet Timber Camps, a col- 
lection of heartbreaking Ictters from deported Mennonites, the 
authenticity of which is guaranteed by the editor of the Slavonic 
Review. A qualified and informed evewitness, I. Solonevich, one 
of the few who have escaped from the Soviet prison where he 
worked in the departments of planning and assessment, con- 
firmed these estimates in 1935 with new data. It is impossible to 
know how many have perished of hunger and cold in the north- 
ern forests, in the building of great public works and in concen- 
tration camps. But partial information gives us some idea, not 
precise though none the less terrible—especially of the appalling 
number of child victims expelled with their mothers, sometimes 
in the dead of night, and transported from the temperate climate 
of the south to glacial regions where many of these little inno- 
cents have found premature deaths through lack of shelter, of 
proper care and of the barest necessities. What, in the face of 
such facts, were the famous proscriptions of Sulla and the two 
triumvirates, so often evoked by the socialists after the Com- 
mune? The historians of the Asiatic empires of antiquity or the 
middle ages could alone produce anything comparable. 

But Stalin, though deaf to the misfortunes caused by his blind 
policy, could not remain indifferent to its disastrous results on 
economy. If human life were of little account to him, he at least 
had to grapple seriously with the problem of livestock and crops. 
The outraged peasants killed their animals and ate their seeds, 
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either to avoid confiscation, or to protest in their own way. 
Millions of beasts of burden were killed at a time when me- 
chanical traction only existed on paper—and the result was an 
automatic restriction of ploughing and corn-sowing. Tens of 
millions of oxen, sheep, pigs and poultry succumbed to the same 
fate—there was to be a lack of milk, meat and eggs for years. 
Improvised legislation, too tardy and not very efficacious, 
punished with imprisonment the murder of an ox or calf per- 
petrated “through malevolence.” All products were rationed, the 
rations grew smaller, but the greater part of the foodstuffs dis- 
appeared and the revictualling of the industrial centres was en- 
dangered for a long period. The burcaucracy blamed now the 
rain, now the fine weather, at times the kvlaks, and at last bu- 
reaucratism itself. Rumours and alarms, collected by the G.P.U., 
spread among Sralin’s associates. High functionaries in informed 
circles glimpsed the approach of an immense catastrophe, per- 
haps a change of rule, and prepared for any eventuality in their 
conversations, the intimacy of which did not prevent the pres- 
ence of spies and provocateurs. The sorcerer’s apprentice 
of the new agrarian revolution, intoxicated with his facile vic- 
tory over the disarmed peasants, over women and little children, 
recoiled before the spectre of a famine, and decided to retreat. 
In an article Dissv with Success (2nd March, 1930) he ceased 
to extol the ankeaa of rhythm” of this “formidable avalanche” 
which had swept over the countryside, and threw the respon- 
sibility of his actions on the shoulders of the agents who carried 
them out. To them he imputed his own madness of a short while 
before; he denounced bureaucratic procedure, condemned ex- 
cessive violence, the removal of the church-bells and the sociali- 
sation of the hen-houses. He discountenanced the forming of 
communes where production and distribution would be collec- 
tivised, and prescribed that the form should henceforth be the 
artel, where the house, the kitchen garden, the cow and the 
smaller livestock remain individual property. A circular of the 
Central Committee “against Leftish exaggerations” followed, re- 
proving “the abominable, the criminal, the exceptionally brutal 
conduct” of certain subordinates towards the people. It de- 
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nounced the division of goods, the deprivation of civic rights, 
the arbitrary arrests, the closing of churches, the suppression of 
markets, etc., seeking to limit this irresistible “voluntary” move- 
ment, and authorising the malcontents to leave the kolkboz. In 
two weeks the number of “hearths” included in the “socialist 
sector” fell from 14,264,000 on the 1st of March to 5,778,000 on 
the 15th of the same month. The reflex continued, the “dead 
souls” dispersed. It was a short-lived respite, however, for the 
dispersal was brought to a standstill in December of the same 
year. Stalin then ordered the entire collectivisation of wheat dis- 
tricts and the partial collectivisation of other districts, with 
definite percentages. Under cover of the recent retreat he had 
had a breathing space in which to repair losses, to consolidate 
the positions won and to increase tenfold “police precautions.” 
He was preparing with deliberation for “a sort of artificially- 
organised famine.” 

A veritable enslavement of industry soon rivalled the peasant 
servitude. A decision of the Central Committee (7th September, 
1929) had instituted the “one-man leadership” of the manager 
in every industrial undertaking, abolishing the theoretical rights 
of the workmen’s committees. Ensuing decrees accumulated, 
damaging beyond repair the sovercignty of the proletariat. 

Stalin sought first to fight against the mobility of labour, for 
the wretched standard of living was driving the workers from 
one town to another, and a disorganisation of production re- 
sulted from this permanent migration. As in the eighteenth 
century when desertion was the last resource of the serfs if 
oppression became unbearable, flight seemed to the Soviet work- 
ers the only wav out of their impossible situation. In October 
1930, with the explicit connivance of the G.P.U. came an ordi- 
nance forbidding movements of workers engaged in rafting 
(wood being an essential article of foreign exchange). Another 
decree extended the same measure to every other industry so 
as to “rivet” the workers, to dispose of them regardless of their 
preferences, without considering bonds of parentage or friend- 
ship, and increasing the penalties for disobedience. A third meas- 
ure suppressed unemployment relief and every facility for choos- 
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ing abode or work. Another in November closed the Labour 
Exchanges and ordered that the unemployed be summarily 
sent where they were needed. After which the officials claimed 
urbi et orbi the disappearance of unemployment. But the fol- 
lowing year Stalin admitted to fluctuations of labour that im- 
plicd millions of workless on the roads. And the economic 
revicws estimated many more in the country where the non- 
producing surplus of the population found no employment 
whatever. 

In January 1931, a decree requisitioned former railway work- 
ers to replace them in their previous occupation, whether they 
would or no. An addition to the Penal Code gave ten years’ 
imprisonment for lack of discipline among the transport work- 
ers, and prescribed the death penalty in cases of premeditation. 
In February was instituted the obligatory “work-certificate,” 
modelled on the soldier’s certificate, which contained a sum- 
marised history of the bearer, his type of employment, punish- 
ments, fines, reasons for dismissal, etc. The object of this was 
to suppress indiscipline and desertions. In March there were 
further measures to enforce dictatorial authority in the factories, 
to bring pressure to bear against backward workers guilty of 
absence, negligence, drunkenness or laziness. In April came pref- 
erential rations for the “shock-brigades”—truc blackmail of the 
stomach—and priority rights of lodging, heating and the most 
urgent necessitics. In June the workers were made responsible 
for damages to material, thus allowing accusations of sabotage 
for accidents duc to defective quality of tools and raw materials 
and to administrative chaos and governmental carelessness. The 
factory chiefs received full authority from the Commissariat of 
Works to transfer technicians and specialised workers, regard- 
less of their consent, and to send them from one place to another 
like machines in contempt of every sentiment of humanity. 

These were the principal links in an unending chain. The 
decree of the 7th August 1932 on the preservation of State 
property stipulated the death penalty for theft of merchandise 
in transport. In Novmber of the same year followed new 
decrees. One of them punished by dismissal a single day's 
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unjustifiable absence from work. The other placed the former 
co-operatives under the direction of the factories. Thus the 
dismissed or defaulting worker lost his food-ticket issued by the 
director and, as a general rule, his lodgings. The same power of 
personal control was exercised in regard to production and 
consumption. These convicts of industry could no longer move 
an inch without exposing theraselves and their families to death 
from starvation. Yet, incredible as it may seem, even with this 
monstrous system of repression, which is absolutely unparalleled 
in any capitalist legislation, Stalin was unable to control all the 
workers, for many preferred vagabondage to slavery. In Decem- 
ber of this last year of the plan, he decided upon a police measure 
which exceeded in its scope and rigour any analogous measure 
under Tsarism, viz., the obligatory interior passport for the 
entire urban population; and for a part of the rural population 
living near the large towns. Nobody could move or stay twenty- 
four hours away from home without the visa of the G.P.U. 
militia and this incriminating document indicated the social 
origin of the bearer, his family attachments, his occupation and 
movements; a complete police dossier with all the elements 
necessary for an eventual prosecution. During the three months 
that “passportisation” was being intoduced, Stalin vetoed mar- 
riages, divorces, adoptions and changes of address in order to 
render fraud impossible. Hle condescended, however, to permit 
deaths and to tolerate births. 

The peasant-proletarian was no better situated than the 
worker-dictator. The death sentence for theft applied equally 
to theft in the fields. A starving individual who had gleaned a 
few ears of wheat or stolen a few vegetables from the products 
of his own labour would be eligible for the capital sentence. 
There was subsequently a similar decree of the Central Com- 
mittee against vague offences like sabotage in agricultural works 
and “intent to damage” in tillage and sowing. A series of contra- 
dictory decrees followed one another: piccework and payment 
by results were imposed in collective agriculture, everything 
was regulated down to its most minute details, standards of 
work were established, and the amount of produce expected 
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from labourers and tilled fields, and even from cows, was fixed 
by statute. All this time a rain of circulars was pouring on the 
kolkboz where an unprecedented social phenomenon, a gigantic 
agrarian bureaucracy, was being formed. In 1931, the number 
of functionaries in the new “socialist sector” was reckoned at 
more than 2,000,000 — administrators, managers, controllers, 
brigadiers, commissioners, and divers employees. The mujiks, 
also divided into brigades to regulate their daily tasks, had to 
support whole legions of parasites who encroached on their own 
personal share, and to bear the enormous general expenses which 
burdened net costs and were responsible for budget deficits. 
Arakcheyev, the Minister of Alexander I, famous for his military 
peasant colonies, would not have dreamed of calling a shepherd 
a “commander of the flock” nor dared to have “envisaged a 
bureaucratic muilitarisation on such a scale. 

In proportion as collectivisation extended, famine became 
rapidly accentuated. Tractors transformed after a short while 
into scrap iron, mechanical instruments left to rust in the open, 
did not balance a diminution in the flock or the abandonment 
or destruction of old implements. All the orders, counter-orders 
and decrees from Moscow could not save wheat from rotting, 
potatoes from frost-bite, or weeds from springing up, where 
there was a lack of elementary precautions and of any stimulus 
to work. Losses and waste took on extravagant proportions. 
Neither the mobilisation of workmen and students and of school- 
children for the sowings and harvestings, nor the mobilisation 
of young communists for wood felling, of doctors, scientists 
and artists—ceach in turn organised into shock-brigades—could 
take the place of the good will or the interest of the cultivators, 
any more than the mobilisation of the peasants for heavy indus- 
try could answer the needs of modern mechanisation. Stalin 
tried in 1932 to ward off the crisis caused by the break up of 
the agricultural system by means of new decrees, such as the 
right to individual possession of a cow and of small domestic 
animals granted to members of the kolkhos (March), reduction 
of stocks and of State levies (Mav). conditional semi-freedom 
of trade granted to kolkbos after payment of rents and taxes 
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(May), guarantees to the communal groups of the boundaries 
of their domains (September), obligation of the last free peasants 
to lend their horses to the kolkbos that needed them (Septem- 
ber). All these palliative measures brought some not very 
palpable relief, but it was of short duration, as Stalin is always 
ready to take back with one hand what he gives with the other. 
And as a result of his opportunism and his intransigence, the 
flow of blood and tears never ceases. 

“Evidently killing is easier than persuasion and this very 
simple method is very easy for people who have been brought 
up amongst massacres, and cducated by massacre.” Gorky wrote 
this at the beginning of the revolution apostrophising the Bol- 
sheviks. “All you Russians, still savages, corrupted by your 
former masters, you in whom they have infused their terrible 
defects and thcir insensate despotism.” Babcuf made similar 
reflections on his contemporaries: ““Tortures of all kinds—draw- 
ing and quartering, the wheel, the stake, the gibbet, the plague 
of executions. What evil precedents our masters have given us! 
Instead of keeping us in order, they have made barbarians of us, 
because they are barbarians themselves.” ‘There is no difficulty 
that Stalin does not boast of being able to solve by capital punish- 
ment or at least by prison or exile. 

In 1930, when there was a currency shortage, a mere decree 
was sufficient to send to the firing-squad scores of Soviet sub- 
jects suspected of hoarding a few hundred roubles. Industrial 
miscalculations and agricultural mishaps were treated in the 
same way as financial difficulties. Forty-eight alleged saboteurs 
of food production were executed without trial after the arrest 
of numerous technicians, professors, scientists, statisticians and 
socialist or liberal co-operators who had rallied to the regime 
and were employed in the administration of the national econ- 
omy. This helped to exculpate the chiefs, while intimidating 
the intelligentsia, and making a parody of justice before the 
credulous people. Next the existence was revealed of the so- 
called “Industrial Party,” said to include some 2,000 members. 
Yet only eight of them were brought to trial, and the ringleader, 
to judge by the evidence, was an agent provocateur. The most 
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valuable officials of the Gosplan among whom were Bazarov, 
Groman, Sukhanov, Kondratiev, found themselves accused of 
counter-revolution and wrecking (vreditelstvo). Terrorised by 
the execution of forty-cight of their colleagues, and cowed by 
the G.P.U. methods of intimidation, they nearly all signed the 
confessions that were demanded from them and admitted to 
crimes that they could not possibly have committed. Others were 
dismissed from office, like Riazanov, who remained indifferent 
to the threats, and Kondratiev, who took shelter behind the 
Communist Right with which he was in sympathy. In actual 
fact these criminals had in private conversations exchanged 
pessimistic views on exaggerated industrialisation and collectivi- 
sation, and had envisaged a possible socialist government in the 
event of a crash raising the question of a successor to Stalin. Two 
distinct and spectacular trials, conducted at an interval of 
three months because of the practical impossibility of contriving 
some connecting link, proved nothing simply because they 
proved too much. But ardent in the pursuit of their own destruc- 
tion, the accused denounced themselves and exceeded to their 
very best ability the imputations of the prosecution. Their coun- 
scl always pleaded guilty, and there were never any witnesses 
but those for the prosecution. “It is a common practice to 
terrorise and even to beat up a witness to make him tell the 
truth,” observed de Maistre when visiting Russia at the begin- 
ning of the last century. Under Stalin this method has improved: 
Witnesses and accused are now terrorised so as to make them 
tell lies. The hounded engineers, cowed by the threats of their 
clumsy persecutors, through sheer ignorance denounced ac- 
complices and implicated people who had died abroad several 
years before, and involved in their charges persons who could 
not possibly have been suspected of such crimes, for example, 
Aristide Briand, accused of “preparing for war against the 
U.S.S.R.” The alleged Mensheviks, in reality deserters from that 
Party, with the exception of one of them who subsequently 
retracted his statements, gave evidence of secret meetings held 
at Moscow with Abramovich, an exiled socialist leader, who had 
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not crossed the frontier for ten years. These were startling 
unpostures, designed to eke out the scantiness of the charges, 
which were a mixture of truth and falsehood supplemented by 
the activities of police agents provocateurs. The result of this 
tragi-comedy of pitiless condemnations and commutations of 
sentences, both of them arranged beforehand, was to bring dis- 
credit on the whole affair and to confuse public opinion. 

On the other hand Stalin was scoring points every day with 
the executions decided by the G.P.U. without any other form 
of trial. At this period thousands of such cases were to be found 
in the press, though it did not announce all of them; and the 
orgy of murders was to continue further. This is borne out by 
the execution (March 1933) of thirty-five functionaries of the 
Commissiariat of Agriculture accused of having “allowed weeds 
to grow in the fields” and other charges of the same nature. 
Publicity was only given in certain cases and where it might 
serve to set an example. It happened sometimes that the reason 
given to the public did not coincide with the secret one, as in 
the case of the thirty-five, who were shot in reality on suspicion 
of espionage. The G.P.U. at times deemed it useful to exploit 
its executions for several purposes. The mass arrests of 1930 
included every type of intellectual, even the historians (Platonov, 
Tarlé, etc.) who could not possibly have done any harm to 
production or supplies, and the last peaccable socialists who had 
cut themselves away from politics. Finally, Stalin was not con- 
tent to abuse his power of punishment—he also foresaw the 
need for reward: the order of “Lenin” for civilians, the order 
of “The Red Star” for soldiers. These two new decorations, 
created in 1930, carried with them a number of privileges, under 
the pretext of “socialist edification” but, actually, of course, in 
defiance of every principle of socialism. 

The Party had not passed through the phase of tension of 
the Five Year Plan without incidents. The conflicts, however, 
now affected only isolated individuals, and were settled without 
any effect whatever on the rank and file, as in the old days at 
the court of Russia under Nicholas I, which F. Lacroix com- 
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pared to “the movable floors in a theatre in which invisible trap- 
doors open to swallow up the victims consigned to the dungeon 
by the tyrant of the melodrama.” 

Syrtsov’s fall in 1930, as precipitous as his sudden elevation 
a few months previously, was incomprehensible to the public. 
It was known only that the President of the Council of Com- 
missars, worried about the consequences of “the general line,” 
shared his confidences and vague hopes of reform, including 
a return to the N.E.P., with Lominadze and other lesser figures. 
That was all that was needed to unmask a new disaffection, al- 
most a plot. Trotsky’s informants attributed to Syrtsov a dis- 
paraging judgment on Stalin, his protector: “A stupid man who 
is leading the country to ruin.” It all ended in the customary 
dismissals, exclusions, repentance and humiliations. Once more 
Bukharin and his fellows disavowed their comrades and .. . 
confessed their mistakes. That same year, Sokolnikov, com- 
promised by his conversations with the imprisoned ex-Men- 
sheviks, assured his safety and his embassy in London by 
imploring Stalin's pardon and swearing eternal obedience. 
Krizhanovsky lost his post in the Gosplan for unknown reasons, 
shortly after Rvkov’s disgrace. The generation of veterans, 
weakened by age and perverted by power, was either giving up 
the struggle or being swept away. 

At the beginning of 1931, Riazanov was suddenly made the 
target for the thunderbolts of the dictator. Fle was reproached 
with keeping the documents of the Russian Social-Democracy 
in the archives of the Marx-F-ngels Institute, where they had 
been placed by a colleague. Accused of treason, implicated 
quite arbitrarily in the so-called “Menshevik affair,” but ex- 
cluded from the trial where he would doubtless have vindicated 
instead of blackening his character, the old scholar was ruined, 
expelled from the Party, arrested and deported; his works were 
pilloried, his editions of Marx and Engels prohibited, and the 
Institute he had created annulled by being absorbed into the 
Lenin Institute. The previous vear the official Communist world 
had covered Riazanov with bouquets and compliments on his 
sixticth birthday, hailing him as “the most eminent Marxologist 
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of our time,” who had devoted “more than forty years of active 
service to the workers’ cause.” But Stalin, obsessed with the 
idea of winning at all costs the reputation of being a theorist, 
was only waiting for a favourable opportunity to get rid of a 
scrupulous scientist who hesitated to couple without justification 
the name of the ignorant successor of Lenin with those of the 
authors of the doctrine. With him went the last refuge of social 
science at Moscow. Shortly after the deportation of Riazanov, 
hired encomiasts tried to acclimatise the formula of Marxism- 
Leninism-Stalinism, but they did not succeed in increasing the 
reputation of the man whom they thus sought to honour. 

An episode which at first sight seems more obscure was the 
sudden fate which befell Yaroslavsky, one of the most servile 
agents of the government. Because of a History of the Parry 
of which he was not even the author but which was published 
under his responsibility, this professional detractor of Trotsky 
and specialised tracker-down of Trotskvists fell in 1931 under 
the fantastic accusation of Trotskyism. The truth is that Stalin, 
warned of the excessive ambition of his subaltern, invented some 
sort of pretext to force him to a public apology so as to belittle 
him in the eyes of everybody. From the denunciation to the 
confession the operation did not last three weeks. At the same 
time, with a simple letter to the editorial staff of a review, Stalin 
revolutionised the history of Bolshevism in a hand’s turn by 
shamelessly perverting the facts and by delivering into the hands 
of his functionaries and clients a whole host of very orthodox 
historians who had not yet learned sufficiently to depreciate 
Trotsky or glorify Stalin. His threatening allusion to “rotten 
liberalism” and “Trotskyist contraband” were too clear not to 
provoke an epidemic of loud denials, at once lamentable and 
grotesque, which revealed only too well the hopeless degrada- 
tion of the revolutionary phalanx of October; Radek, Shliapnikov 
and many others hastened to recognise all sorts of imaginary 
errors in their old forgotten writings, and to recant the most 
innocent and least deniable truths. A certain Deborin was in- 
duced to publish abroad his philosophical deviations, whilst 
regretting that he had not sufficiently criticised . . . the idealism 


534 STALIN 


of Hegel! The panic was designed to produce a more severe 
expurgation of books and libraries and a more rigorous censor- 
ship of new publications in the spirit of Stalinist conformity. 
Everyone ran the risk, through lack of zeal or mere inadvertence, 
of losing his employment, lodging and breadcard and falling 
into the condition of a pariah. Even the Complete Works of 
Lenin were tainted with suspicion because of documentary 
notes, the relative probity of which contradicted the legends 
Stalin found useful to himself. The letter of anathema entitled 
Questions Concerning the History of Bolshevism became a 
“document of the greatest international significance, political 
and world-historical” to quote the careerist “red professors.” 
For vears, hack writers and party pedants appcaled to its au- 
thority on every possible occasion and on every subject, con- 
tinually hunting out “rotten liberalism” even on questions of 
philosophy, literature and music, with which the miserable 
document is no more concerned than with historic fact. 

A gloomy silence spread over the Party and oppressed the 
“socialist fatherland,” where the critical spirit scarcely dared 
venture abroad except in the stifled murmur of anecdotes and 
spiteful epigrams as in Rome under the Caesars. On the surface. 
unbroken unanimity reigned, and a chorus of venal eulogies of 
Stalin took the place of political life in a country plunged in 
toil, hardships and misery. One of the principal renegades of 
the Left Opposition, Pyatakov, had led the wav in identifving 
the General Secretary first with the Central Committee, then 
with the Party, and then with the State, giving him the personal 
homage of a vassal to his lord. Falling easily into line with him, 
a chorus of careerists and parvenus took care not to write or 
speak anything but tributes of outward admiration for the man 
on whom their futures depended. Every discourse, everv article 
began and terminated henceforward w ith a digression in Stalin’s 
honour, and men rivalled cach other to invent new flatteries. 
Mention of his name was made everywhere; it was sedition to 
omit it. A jesting pun on the “genial secretary” was taken 
seriously and by a slight change of meaning, the word “genius” 
became inseparable from his name, which the press printed in 
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large characters. At the end of 1932 an obscure quarrel with a 
certain Riutin, allied with divers oppositionists of Left and 
Right, gave opportunity to exclude and deport a handful of 
malcontents for the crime of not having denounced anyone— 
among them Zinoviev and Kamenev. But the two cronies were 
to obtain pardon six months later when they pleaded for 
clemency, and not only admitted their innumerable crrors but 
prostrated themselves before the might of Stalin. It was no 
longer enough to get down on your knees, you had to grovel 
in the dirt on your belly. The moral suicide of the survivors of 
the Old Guard, stubborn in claiming a political role against the 
omnipotence of their conquerors, indicated the inevitable fate 
of those who did not resort to physical suicide. lIn 1933, 
Skrypnik, suspected rightly or wrongly of deviating from “the 
general line” and of weakness or tolerance in regard to national- 
ism in the Ukraine, found the only solution in his revolver. 
Stalin alone had the right to express an opinion, which took 
on the force of law, ipso facto, and the boyars of the bureaucracy 
had the privilege of repeating it, vulgarising it and commenting 
on it until such time as the “genius” of the land should have 
changed his mind or have contradicted himself. After his moder- 
ating intervention in the excesses of collectivisation, he pub- 
lished a Reply to Comrades on the Collective Farms to cover 
his retreat with a good score of quotations from Lenin, every one 
of which was a condemnation of his own practice, but from 
which he thought to escape unscathed by turning them against 
his subordinates. In a discourse pronounced in February 1931, 
he was not afraid to postulate the realisation of the Plan, no 
longer in four but in three years, “for all decisive branches of 
industry,” and to subscribe to equally puerile blustering with the 
final and peremptory argument: “There exists no fortress im- 
pregnable to a Bolshevik.” But his boasting could not dissipate 
the difficulties of industrialisation, and in another discourse in 
June 1931 he retreated noticeably. The low quality of labour 
due to the permanent evasion of the workers prior to “pass- 
portisation,” which he had the audacity to explain as being 
caused by the prosperity of the country districts, obliged him 
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to turn his attention to the material conditions of the proletariat. 
Hie found it necessary to modify the allocation of salaries by 
accentuating the inequality to the profit of qualified workers, 
giving them the stimulus of better food and lodgings. In euphe- 
mistic and laboured terms he declared the five-day week a fiasco. 
“In a series of enterprises we have continuous work, in words 
or on paper,” he said, and commanded that “where conditions 
are not propitious to such an experiment we should pass tempo- 
rarily to the six-day week” whilst waiting to return to the first 
arrangement. [le canvassed the idea of “changing our policy” in 
respect of the decimated technical cadres: “It would be stupid 
and unreasonable to-day to consider every specialist and engi- 
neer of the old school as a criminal or a saboteur.” He acknowl- 
edged the statistical bluffs of which he had been the first to avail 
himself; “In a series of enterprises and cconomic undertakings 
we have ceased for a long time to count and calculate or to 
establish real budgets of receipts and expenditure.” But he con- 
cluded nevertheless on the habitual optimistic note. 

That was his last speech before the expiration of the five-year 
term. The incessant he that facts gave to his words inspired him 
for a time with the wise decision to keep quiet. He had given 
his enemics too many weapons by announcing always the con- 
trary of what was going to happen, by dragging in the wake of 
the most easily predictable events, and by displaying a rare mis- 
understanding of international and Soviet realities, and of the 
economic and social theories of which he claimed to be the 
interpreter. On one single point he was not mistaken, but he 
took care not to make too much of it: he had prophesied in 1928 
“a certain artificially-organised famine” in the case of a too 
rapid tempo of industrial development. He was saying nothing 
original and borrowing from the “deviation of the Right” the 
only idea that future events were to verify. 

In fact, the famine made itself felt as early aS 1931, in spite 
of the coupon system, the parsimonious rations, and the rigorous 
discipline. But this time the peasants had more to complain 
about than the workers, who were provided for first after the 
bureaucracy, the police and the army, in the order of urgency. 
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The State took one-half of the grain crop which had fallen to 
69.5 million tons (against 96.6 in 1913) but which was again 
reduced by a quarter on the average, by losses due to fraud. 
But the population had increased by about 25 millions and bread 
was an essential article of diet in a country where meat, milk, 
cheese, indeed all provisions were almost unprocurable. The live- 
stock which had survived the mass-slaughter of collectivisation, 
deprived of proper care and fodder in the kolkhboz, perished in 
enormous numbers. The soaring prices in the market after the 
partial re-establishment of commerce revealed a precipitous de- 
valuation of the rouble. Powerless to cope with the food-supply 
of the towns, the Government wanted the workers to raise 
rabbits at home and even to cultivate the land around the fac- 
tories and camps. But “the offensive on the rabbit front” came 
to a lamentably abrupt end, owing to the extermination of the 
subjects of the experiment. The inexperienced breeders lacked 
suitable premises and above all food. Stalin alone had failed 
to foresee all this in the very beginning. One of the monstrosities 
of the regime dated from this period: the Torgsin, an institution 
of shops reserved for clients with foreign money and precious 
metals, an oasis of abundance in a socialist desert. The State re- 
fused it the use of its own paper money, which it also decreed 
should not cross the frontiers, and the wretched poor, indignant 
but cowed with fear, dared not rummage for themselves. F-ven 
more unbelievable was the expedient used to procure dollars. 
A veritable slave-trade was inaugurated when Soviet “citizens” 
were authorised to expatriate themselves, provided a ransom 
were paid by their friends and relatives in foreign countries. 
Although in 1932 the shortage of merchandise was becoming 
more acute and famine was rapidly gaining ground, the im- 
perturbable planomaniacs juggled with stunning masses of 
figures and planned the second piatiletka, always promising their 
mountains and marvels for the morrow. The press demonstrated 
bv a thousand graphic and photographic artifices the prodigious 
success of national economy “on all fronts,” and soothed popular 
distress by stories of electric tillage, sowing by aeroplane, arti- 
ficial rain produced by the bombardment of the clouds, and 
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other discoveries which, judging by the level of Soviet tech- 
nique at that time, must be regarded in the same light as the 
fantasmagoria of Fourier on the transformation of the sea into 
lemonade by the action of boreal citric acid. They even pro- 
posed a grandiose plan for diverting the Gulf Stream so as to 
temper the Arctic Ocean to the profit of Northern Siberia. A 
frantic propaganda fed the starving masses with photographs 
of Dnieprostroy and Magnitogorsk, the steel and cement “giants” 
risen on the steppe for the future well-being of their posterity. 
The Soviet patriotism of the young communists was warmly 
praised—they were the heroes of the “working front,” des- 
perately keen to beat records. The press quoted the cubic metres 
of carth excavated, of coal extracted, of metal cast. But the 
temporary exploits of the shock brigades did not console empty 
stomachs or lessen the nightmare of famine and its attendant hor- 
rors, scurvy and typhus. The gencrations which were sacrificed 
to the machine- god looked in vain for a human word from the 
Kremlin where Stalin, immured in silence, was turning socialism 
into the ideal caricatured by Flaubert “under the double aspect 
of a farm-house and a textile-mill, a sort of Americanised Sparta 
where the individual would only exist in order to serve a society 
more omnipotent, absolute, infallible and divine than the Great 
Lamas and the Nebuchadnezzars.” 


3 


AFTER the fifteenth anniversary of October the prosaic and 
bloody industrial epic came to an end. Between the years 1932 
and 1933 the Party could nor®dispense with a general review. 
In spite of so many resolutions, orders > Proclamations, each 
one more full of “historic importance” or “international inter- 

” than its predecessor, and despite aai sacrifices of 
every kind, the economic plans, enlarged and several times re- 
cast, had still not been fulfilled from any point of view. The 
U.S.S.R. had not caught up with or surpassed a single civilised 
country. It threatened to eclipse neither Europe nor America 
nor Switzerland nor Belgium. That did not prevent Stalin from 
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crying victory, when in January 1933 he at last broke the silence 
in order to pass under review the accumulated evidence of his 
bureaux and auxiliaries. 

He succeeded in this only by concealing beneath his sophistries 
the gaping wounds of planned economy and by drowning the 
tragic realities in the verbiage of public meetings. He tortured 
statistics that had already been falsified from day to day. He 
played tricks with quantitics, qualities, weights, and values. He 
himself was not sure of his starting-point, for his data comprised 
fragmentary and uncontrollable elements. The subordinate 
bodies always supplied satisfying results to the centre through 
their fear of unmerited punishments. “Through the habit of 
wanting to disguise the truth before the cyes of other people, 
you end by being no longer able to sce it yourself, except 
through a veil which grows thicker cvery day.” So wrote 
Custine; the same author remarked, with judicious whimsicality: 
“Russia is the empire of catalogues, it sounds superb when you 
read these lists of titles—but be careful not to go any further. 
If you open a book you will find nothing of what is promised; 
the chapter-headings are there, but the chapters have yet to be 
written.” Trials with concealed motives, continual scandals, 
acute crises in every branch of activity—all are habitually ac- 
companied by “correctives” which justly merit the title “com- 
boasts.” 

In the elementary style which is so typical of him, Stalin 
summed up before the Central Committee the general balance- 
sheet of industrialisation carried out according to his methods: 


Formerly we did not have an iron < and stecl industry, the basis of 
the industrialisation of the country. Now we have such an 
industry. 

We did not have a tractor industry. Now we have one. 

We did not have an automobile industry. Now we have one. 

We did not have an enginecring industry. Now we have one. 

We did not have an important and modern chemical industry. 
Now we have one. 

We did not have a real and important industry for the production 
of modern agricultural machinery. Now we have one. 

We did not have an aircraft industry. Now we have one. 
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In the production of electric power, we were last in the list. 
Now we are among the first in the list. 

In the production OF oil products and coal we were last in the 
list. Now we are among the first in the list. 

We had only one single coal and metallurgical base, the Ukraine, 
which we could hardly manage. We have not only succeeded 
in improving this base, but we have created a new coal and 
metallurgical base—in the east, which is the pride of our 
country. 

We had only one single textile industry base—in the north of 
our country. In the very near future we will have two new 
bases of the textile hal Cina in Central Asia and Eastern 
Siberia. 

And we have not only created these new enormous branches of 
industry, but we have created them on such a scale and of such 
dimensions that they make the scale and dimensions of Eu- 
ropean industry pale into insignificance. 


If Stalin's affirmations are taken one by one and examined 
individually, it will be found that all is not absolutely false in 
this vague and high flown statement, in which the orator avoids 
juxtaposing the passive with the active. It goes without saying 
that a people numbering 160,000,000 and submitted to a military 
discipline, could not possibly work in mines and on a soil of 
exceptional natural resources without producing anything, above 
all when they work under the advice and direction of 10,000 
foreign technicians and specialists. But that does not answer 
the question whether the results are harmonious and durable 
and in just proportion to the exhausting effort and fantastic 
expenditure, as well as being in conformity with a true material 
and moral progress and with the final aims of socialism. And 
even from Stalin’s point of view, nothing could justify a plan, 
a political system, a regime, which because of its barbaric 
methods ended in a return to barbarism with a superficial cover- 
ing of American modernism which ill concealed its essentially 
Asiatic structure. 

It is inexact to say that the U.S.S.R. had to start building 
everything from bedrock and may therefore justly boast of an 
unprecedented success. In the thirteenth century, Russia held 
the first place in the world for cast iron, for iron and copper and 
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for the export of wood, leather and sail-canvas, a place which 
she subsequently lost. At the end of the nineteenth century, she 
surpassed the United States in the production of petrol and had 
in six years more than doubled her supply of cast iron and stcel, 
and almost doubled her production of coal and naphtha. ‘These 
advances and recessions point to a lesson that still holds good. 
Russia has always had feverish industrial booms followed by 
periods of torpor or depression which pulled her back. Peter 
the Great left about 730 factories for the most part founded by 
himself. The number of factories had more than tripled under 
Catherine II, more than doubled under Alexander I, and almost 
doubled under Nicholas I, but with a still greater increase of 
workers and an even greater sum total of trade. Under Alexander 
II, railway construction had increased more than twentvfold. 
Under Alexander III, industry had well-nigh doubled its work- 
ing forces, and tripled the average scope of its enterprises. 
Under Nicholas II, indeed, the financial system of Witte made it 
possible to double the length of the railways in ten years, and 
in consequence to enlarge the coal and metal industries, and to 
inaugurate, notably at Donetz, an acceleration comparable to 
the burst of industry in the English mining districts at the begin- 
ning of the last century, and that of the Rhino-Westphalian dis- 
tricts in the ’seventies or, more recently, of the United States or 
Japan. In his Development of Capitalism in Russta, which ap- 
peared in 1899, Lenin stated: “. .. The progress in the mining 
industry is more rapid in Russia than in Western Furope and 
even in North America. ... In the last few vears (1886-1896) 
the production of cast metal has tripled... . The development 
of capitalism in the vounger countries 1s “accelerated by the 
example and aid of the older.” And the industrial output of 
Russia was doubled between the Russo-Japanese War and the 
World War. The periods of stagnation do not contradict the 
general tendency, which is also compatible with barbarous cus- 
toms. Besides, since the liberation of the serfs, economic progress 
had been accomplished along less abnormal lines than “mobilisa- 
tion,” “shock-brigades,” “offensives on all fronts,” mass depor- 
tations or executions. Trotsky was able to say before the N.E.P., 
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“If Russian capitalism has developed not gradually but by leaps 
and bounds, constructing American factories in the open steppe, 
that is all the more reason why a similar ‘forced march’ should 
be possible to socialist economy.” Without the legacy of the 
past in the matter of industrial concentration, with its imported 
machinery, technical cadres, and its influx of foreign science and 
capital, the Plan would not even have been conceivable. 

The historic antecedents, then, must not be misunderstood. 
Sovetism, like Tsarism, but in an extreme measure, tends to an 
artificial industrialisation by the omnipresent and constant inter- 
ference of the State, sheltered behind a prohibitive customs duty, 
and at the expense of the over-exploited working classes. And 
Stalin, like his predecessors of the autocracy, owes much to the 
lucrative participation of the “rotten West,” as the Bolsheviks 
would say in the manner of the reactionary Slavophiles. Ivan 
the Terrible could not have conquered the Tartars without the 
help of the engineers and artisans from Germany, Hungary and 
Italy. Michael Romanov, the first of the dynasty, enrolled a 
number of Englishmen to organise his army in the F ‘uropean 
manner. Peter the Great would have been less great if he had 
not recruited so many instructors from Holland and elsewhere. 
And we know well enough the role played by the French and 
Belgians in the contemporary organisation of heavy industry. 
Stalin is only making use of an old tradition in appealing to the 
competence and experience of “moribund capitalism”; of the 
great firms of Furope and above all America, such as Ford, 
Austin, MacKee, General Filectric, Westinghouse, Harvester, 
Cleveland Tractor, Freyn Engineering, ete.. whose creative 
work the mouthpieces of the Party shamelessly attribure to them- 
selves. From Tsar Peter the Great to Count Witte, all the indus- 
trialisers of Russia have wanted to make their country inde- 
pendent, to make it an autarchy, without scrupling to profit 
from the international division of labour. Their successor 
scarcely changes anything but the words when he contrasts 
Soviet statism and the imperialist capitalism that opens credits for 
him and sends him its technical experts; and when he makes 
comparisons between the respective curves of industry, for the 
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short period of the Five Year Plan which ran parallel with the 
greatest economic crisis the modern world has experienced. It 
is undeniable that the high industrial coefhicients of the U.S.S.R. 
coincided with a contrary tendency in the countries of excessive 
production. But here, where technique had already taken 
enormous strides forward, there naturally remained less to be 
done. Stalin unsuspectingly emphasised the backwardness of his 
empire when he marvelled at certain rhythins of progress and 
forgot the point of departure. The nearer to the zero line were 
the latest industries, the easier was it for him to string together 
imposing and deceiving percentages. He also confused economy 
with technique, the results of which can be bought without 
assimilating its processes. In the same way, he confuses indus- 
trialisation with socialism. The deception is closely reminiscent 
of intoxication, the more profound as the illusions were stronger. 

Stalin insistently boasted of the cyclopean span of the work ac- 
complished, w hich is one of the favourite themes of his literary, 
journalistic and photographic propaganda. In his simplicity he 
believes that its magnitude is sufficient to mark the superiority 
of an enterprise, and he copies and exaggerates the mania for 
“the greatest in the world” without bothering about its reason- 
ablencss, and often to the detriment of the interests in his charge. 
This motive of pride is not less fragile. “The bourgeoisie,” says 
the Conmminist Manifesto, “has accomplished wonders far sur- 
passing Egyptian pyramids, Roman aqucducts and Gothic 
cathedrals.” A State covering one-sixth of the globe does not in 
any way surpass its rivals by superb, costly and infirm “giants,” 
which are produced at a loss and contribute nothing to the 
satisfaction of immediate needs. The factories in which the 
equipment is obsolete before it is paid off put heavy charges on 
the budget, to the detriment of social obligations, and the gap 
is vast between the magnitude of the undertaking and its doubt- 
ful utiliry. Besides, Tsarist Russia also had to construct on the 
scale of its vast territory, without finding in this an historic 
excuse, any more than the great works of art of the two con- 
tinents have spared the people economic crises, unemployment 
and misery. The Trans-Siberian, the Jongest railway in the 
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world, and a legacy of Tsarism, could evidently not exist in 
Switzerland; but no Plan will ever bring the transport system of 
Siberia or Russia up to the level of the Confederation’s railways, 
in the matter of regularity, frequency and hygiene. Turksib, 
created partly under the old regime and partly under the new, 
would do honour, according to Stalin’s reasoning, as much to 
the former as to the latter. There are many, however, who would 
like to know the number of workmen who died from epidemics 
in the process of laying the Soviet sleepers over the sands that 
are traversed by a puffing and problematic train; the film of the 
enterprise is a poor compensation for all the unfruitful exploita- 
tion. The titanic dam at Dmieprostroy, the work of the Ameri- 
can, Colonel Hugh L. Cooper, and other foreign experts in the 
Union, measures 770 metres long by 40 metres at the base, but 
the Zuyderzee dyke is 30 kilometres by 94 metres at sea level 
and is 134 metres wide at the bottom, yet Holland 1s one six- 
hundredth the size of the U.S.S.R., and has one twenty-third 
of its population, and claims no praise for this block of concrete. 
Each of these two works represents in one way or another an 
economic heresy. The American turbines at Dnieprostroy will 
turn uselessly for years for lack of cables to carry the current, 
or motors to transform the energy, or factories to use it. In 
France, the hydro-electric stations of Kembs and La Truyere, 
established without any bluff or noisy plan, are scarcely less 
formidable than the Dnieprostroy and have notable differences 
in their favour. The Colerado Central takes the prize for 
audacity and power, but is not worth to President Hoover, 
whose name it bears, the consideration that Stalin would give it. 
The joint use of the Magnitogorsk minerals and the Kuznetsk 
coal, more than 2,000 kilometres apart, produces steel at an 
exorbitant manufacturing cost, raised by the expense of trans- 
port and the cost of the high-pressure furnaces, forges and lead- 
rollers constructed by the Cleveland engineers. The Ford fac- 
tories of Nizhni-Novgorod will produce motor-cars destined to 
founder in the quagmires, so lacking is the country in serviceable 
roads. The model machines from the Tractor Factory at Stalin- 
grad, of American origin, deteriorate in a year’s time in the 
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inept hands of an improvised working personnel. Not one of 
these industrial monsters can stand up to the slightest impartial 
examination nor prove what Stalin implies in the hopes of getting 
away with the deception. The bridges of Newport News, of 
Sydney, of the Zambezi are “the biggest in the world” and do 
not solve any social problem. No more than do the Eiffel Tower, 
the Empire State Building, the Suez and Panama canals, the 
Saint-Gothard and the Simplon, the underground canal of the 
Rove near Marseilles or the tunnels under the Scheldt at Antwerp 
and so many other triumphs of engineering. The U.S.S.R. has 
as yet nothing to be compared with these, and it could for a 
long time to come get along much better without them than 
without bread. The Rockefeller Centre was erected at an un- 
precedented loss. If the canal from the Baltic to the White Sea, 
dug at the command of the G.P.U., by a multitude of unfortu- 
nate deported peasants (286,000 in June 1934, according to 
I. Solonevich) were to justify Bolshevism, then the reclaiming 
of the Pontine marshes would be an irrefutable justification of 
fascism. And no language would be enough to celebrate propor- 
tionately the Great Wall of China. The idea has sprung up 
spontaneously on many sides of comparing to the Pyramids, 
nrutatis mutandis, these palaces erected in Russia for the housing 
of machines by the labour of coolics whose lodging is in 
wretched hovels. Historians had already made use of the com- 
parison in connection with Peter the Great, and the Mensheviks 
had used it against the “labour armies” of Trotsky. For grandiose 
as the “giants” born of the Five Year Plan may appear in this 
“Empire of Façades,” as Herzen would say, the waste of funds, 
the squandering of energy, the losses of every description are 
still more grandiose, and the sacrifices in human beings scem to 
belong to another age. 

Stalin has several times quoted Lenin’s allusion to Peter the 
Great, and many commentators have used it to suit their pur- 
pose. Though now a commonplace, it is by no means favourable 
to the socialist principles of the Bolsheviks. “An apostle of civili- 
sation with a knout in his hands, the knout in his hand being the 
persecution of all enlightenment,” Peter could only copy from 
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the West, borrowing the forms without taking the substance, 
secking practical advantages without understanding the premises, 
and botching ill-proportioned and fictitious works that were 
often useless, at times harmful and always precarious. Half of 
his factories only existed on paper and only about twenty sur- 
vived him. Of the thousand vessels, frigates and galleys of his 
ficet, hardly more than fifteen were sea-worthy ten vears after 
his death. The senseless construction of Petersburg at an out- 
lying point of the Empire, and on a swamp that became a 
cemetery for thousands of workmen, and the building of the 
port of Taganrog under almost similar conditions do not redeem 
the horror of his crimes. Quite the contrary. “But at last, the 
town exists,” wrote Voltaire, pensioned by the Court of Rus- 
sia and a worthy precursor of the “intellectuals” hired by Stalin 
to sing his praises. Sylvain Maréchal replied in his History of 
Russia: “To cement the foundations of a new city with the 
blood of a hundred thousand men is what Voltaire calls creating 
a nation. Can one play more impudently with the poor human 
species?” Rousseau showed his perspicacity in writing in the 
Social Contract: “Peter had imitative genius. He did not have 
the true genius, which creates and makes everything out of 
nothing. A few of the things he did were good, the greater part 
were misplaced. ” Diderot discovered the truth during his stay in 
Russia as is prov ‘ed by his famous dictum on the “colossus with 
feet of clay.” And Condillac was not wrong to address himself 
to Peter in these terms: “You have erected an immense edifice, 
but permit me to ask you what are its foundations. Perhaps you 
have neglected them so as to occupy vourself only with the 
exterior decoration. This magnificent grandeur, which is your 
creation, will perhaps disappear with you.” He was not the dupe 
of the “profound calm—forerunner of decadence.” Another 
question of the intelligent Abbé could also be addressed to 
Stalin: “What have you done to diminish this overwhelming 
terror which has accompanied your power and which can only 
create mercenaries and slaves?” 

The sanguinary Tsar was not the only one to employ these 
methods. They show through the more seductive décor put up 
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by his descendants. Questioned by M. de Ségur on the new 
buildings m Southern Russia that were shown to Catherine the 
Great by Potemkin, the Emperor Joseph II, who had visited 
them, replied: “I see in them more brilliance than reality. . 
Everything seems easy when you are lavish with money and 
men’s lives. We could not do in Germany or in France what 
they risk here. The master orders, the thousands of slaves work. 
They are paid little or nothing, they are badly fed, they dare 
not let a murmur of complaint escape them and I know that 
in three years . . . fatigue and the unhealthiness of the swamps 
have been responsible for the deaths of fifty thousand men, 
without any complaint being made or without a word having 
been spoken.” His opinion was corroborated in the following 
century in Custine’s letters. “With the powers of action usurped 
by this prince, a true creator would have achieved many quite 
different miracles. But the Russian, having made an entrance on 
the great stage of the world after everyone else, has only the 
genius of imitation”; thus the French traveller speaking of Peter 
I. “It is only when his people submit blindly that a master can 
order tremendous sacrifices to produce very little” was his 
reflection at “the colossal childishness” of Nicholas I, who repre- 
sented for him, “not the force of a great country but the usclessly 
wasted sweat of the wretched people.” He defined Russia thus: 
“It is a country where the greatest things are done with the 
most meagre result.” The commands of the master “put life into 
the stones, but only by killing men.” 

There would be novelty in the “planning,” if the Plan were 
not in a very large measure a nebulous myth which it is impos- 
sible to take seriously, since its sponsors flatter themselves with 
having transgressed its fundamental principles under the pretext 
of speed. This means that they have accentuated the errors, 
the lack of balance and the disorders which they set out to 
remedy. A single irrefutable example demonstrates its inanity. 
When Stalin, in the speech already quoted, congratulated him- 
self on a collectivisation three times that of the original Plan, 
without having tripled the tools, fertilisers and buildings, and 
without even having provided the minimum essentials originally 
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scheduled, he clearly discredited the principle, which he could 
not even conceive, much less apply. Similar statements hold 
good for industry. With a rolling stock inferior in quantity and 
quality to that of 1917, with worn-out rails, rotten sleepers, 
and faulty signals, it was not logical to burden the transport with 
a triple load, unless deliberately to provoke catastrophe upon 
catastrophe and the ruin of the railways; which, in effect, 
was what did happen. The Plan aimed in principle at an eco- 
nomic harmony measured by indices of quantity and quality, 
of value and price. From this limited point of view, and if one 
leaves out of account the freedom of choice which had been 
suppressed, it was necessary to produce a certain volume of raw 
materials and to transform them into manufactured articles, but 
at the same time to reduce manufacturing costs and to raise 
the value of moncy, the salaries and the general standard of 
living. But the quantities armed at were not obtained; the quality 
of the products deteriorated, the manufacturing costs increased, 
real wages fell, and the notion of comfort grew vague in the 
memory of the workers. No matter from what angle it is exam- 
ined, the unrealisable Plan has not been carried out. The proof 
is easily disentangled from the muddle of statistics deliberately 
confused by the ever- changing standards of comparison. And 
without bothering to refute in detail a pseudo-scientific char- 
latanism, which even goes as far as to predict future crops and 
consequently meteorological prospects, it is only necessary to 
emphasise certain fundamental data to be clear on the issue. 
Stalin estimated the realisation of the industrial programme at 
93.7 per cent, ora production three times that of before the War, 
and double that of before the Plan. He did not sav on what he 
based his calculations, letting it be thought that it was a question 
of quantities enumerated in weight or volume, whereas in fact 
his figures simply translate an arbitrary value into more or less 
fictitious roubles. In fact. if the key industries are examined, 
we have quite a different picture. In 1932, 6.2 million tons of 
iron were cast instead of the 10 calculated in the Plan and the 17 
predicted by Stalin at the Sixteenth Congress. Forty-two million 
tons of coal were extracted instead of the 75 (according to the 
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Plan), the 90 (control figures) and the 140 fixed by the Central 
Committee (decision of the 15th August 1931); 22.2 million 
tons of naphtha instead of the 45 required by the Central Com- 
mittee (announcement of the 15th November 1930); the capac- 
ity of the electrical power reached in theory 13.5 thousand mil- 
lions of kilowatt-hours, instead of 22 (according to plan), which 
says nothing of the means of using it. The results are still lower 
for chemical products, for copper and other coloured metals, 
for cement and building materials. ‘hus the percentage of 
achievement in the principal branches of work is very far from 
approaching Stalin's round figure, and a certain percentage must 
still be deducted for faulty production. It must be clear to every 
sane individual beyond the reach of the G.P.U., that the fac- 
tories have only been able to make machines within the limits 
of the metal and fuel supplies, to say nothing of other restrictive 
conditions. The same year, 844 locomotives instead of 1,641 
(Plan) were manufactured, 18,600 coaches instead of 37,000 
(Plan), about s0,000 tractors instead of the promised 170,000, 
and 26,700 automobiles instead of the 200,000 announced by 
Stalin at the Sixteenth Congress. No better, indeed worse, is 
the actual balance-sheet for the production of spare parts, minor 
tools, and articles of current consumption. Thus 2,550 million 
metres of cotton textiles were manufactured against the 4,700 
millions of the Plan. Although this was approximately up to 
pre-War level, the population had increased and the internal 
market had been starved for fifteen years. In vain did Sralin try 
to present a rise in price as corresponding with an increase in 
production. 

Almost 35 milliard roubles invested in industry and transport 
have given, in quality as in quantity, nothing but deceptive 
results. Beneath the whip of a deceitful emulation and an open 
repression, bad workmanship ruined an enormous proportion 
of the goods, sometimes a quarter, sometimes a half, according 
to the particular factories—and it was no rare case when the 
losses and throw-outs were three-quarters the total, or even 
more. This goes to show again what trust can be put in the 
varnished statistics of the Gosplan. So inferior were the products, 
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that in 1933 there was a decree to punish bad work—this “crime 
against the State’—with five years of prison. Moreover, the 
manufacturing costs, which should have been lowered by one- 
third in industry, and by one-half in building, had further 
increased, according to official statements, in spite of the subter- 
fuges of accounting used to confuse the calculations. And the 
output of the worker, instcad of having doubled according to 
schedule, persisted at the original level, four or five times below 
the established productivity of America. It is difficult not to be 
reminded of a bitter reflection of Herzen's, “It must never be 
lost sight of that with us all change is only a change of scenery: 
the walls are all cardboard, the palaces painted canvas.” A meta- 
phor, certainly, but one which covers a profound truth. 

In their ignorance or their audacity, the dictators of the 
Soviet State made great play with the 118 mulliard roubles sunk 
in the venture, instead of the 86 scheduled. But here the fantasy 
of the figures goes beyond all semblance of reality. Monetary 
circulation has increased by about 6 milliards in four years, 
instead of 1,250 millions which was set as the maximum, and 
this does not include the local money issued to palliate the 
scarcity of cash by means of notes and certificates, etc. (It 
increased again by two milliards in the two following years.) 
An adviser of Peter the Great had persuaded himself that in 
Russia the circulation of money depended exclusively on the 
will of the sovereign, and very conservative Russian financiers 
had condemned the gold standard long before Soviet economists. 
Stalin listened to experts of the same school, for whom unlimited 
note issues did not imply financial inflation. Nevertheless in four 
years the rouble had lost nine-tenths of its value instead of 
regaining one-fifth of it. Even at this, its purchasing power was 
due to administrative circulars and coercive ordinances of an 
inexplicable complexity. Left to the mercy of the laws of ex- 
change the rouble would not have been worth a kopeck. By an 
empirical and composite system of tariffs and reckonings, taxes 
and rations, which ignored all common standards of value, the 
relation of prices to wages varied infinitely, and money changed 
its value according to whose hands it was in. Hence, no figure 
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had any precise meaning, neither the sum total of the national 
income, evaluated with governmental despotism, nor the indi- 
vidual balance-shcet, made up of so many different elements. 
The nominal salary did not indicate the standard of living of 
the recipient, who had to put up with the caprices of bureau- 
cratic remuneration and with processes of assessment which 
defied all stable definition. After stopping the publication of the 
balance-sheets of the State Bank, the authorities had to give up 
establishing commercial and budgetary indices. In the chaotic 
state of finance was reflected the chaos of the whole planned 
economy, characterised in its final analysis by an absence of or 
a contempt for any plan. 

The agricultural disaster, justly compared to the effects of 
a major war, caught up and surpassed the financial catastrophe 
which followed upon industrialisation, Contrary to the Plan, 
which specifically required the encouragement of individual 
production, 15 million peasant homes out of 25 million were 
forcibly collectivised into some 211,000 kolkhoz. But the crop 
of 1932 was only 7 hundredweight to the hectare and 69.9 mil- 
lion tons in all (against 96.6 in 1913), which was sufficient, 
with the abnormal losses and the normal birth-rate, to cause 
a famine. And that was in spite of the 10 milliard roubles ex- 
pended, in spite of the use of perfected implements, in spite of 
the periodical mobilisation of the communists, the frantic agita- 
tion led by the press at cach new season, and the “offensives 
on all fronts,” of tillage and pasture, sowing and harvesting, 
housing, threshing and stock-rearing and all the work that is 
executed peacefully everywhere else in the world. Stalin ad- 
mitted that the kolkhoz as a whole worked at a loss, like the 
great socialised industry. Other admissions revealed that the 
§.383 sovkhoz, burdened with endowments and machines, were 
not yet productive of revenue. In an arrav of 147.000 tractors, 
137,000 were in need of major repairs. In the “depots for trac- 
tors and machines.” petrol, oil and spare parts were lacking as 
well as professional attention. But the nightmare of collectivisa- 
tion had been fatal above all to the livestock, reduced in five 
years to 160 millions from 276 millions. Statistical fictions only 
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give a feeble idea of the truth as another admission that Voro- 
shilov allowed to escape him bore witness. “Not only the horse 
but the ox, which has become a rare phenomenon in our Ukraine, 
aids and will aid the tractor.” From this it is easy to draw con- 
clusions relative to meat, leather and wool. If you add to this 
the fact that the productivity per hectare of technical culture 
(flax, cotton, beetroot) decreased by half in a population of 
165,000,000, the acute scarcity of cloth and sugar is explained 
without further investigation. Thus the main reason for the 
interminable shortage of merchandise, and the great famine, 
which reached its culminating point in the spring of 1933, are 
sufficiently clear. The Sozialisticheski Vestnik rated at 5,000,000 
at the least the number of victims of “a sort of famine artificially- 
organised” by Stalin, and all reliable information tends to con- 
firm this figure. It is also the estimate of an extremely sagacious 
observer, Mr. W. H. Chamberlin, who is well qualified to speak 
on account of the length of his stay in the U.S.S.R., and his 
sympathy for the Russian people. 

Whilst outwardly denying the evidences of famine, as he 
denied the failure of his rash plans, even though the falsified 
statistics of his own bureaux pointed to it, Stalin was nevertheless 
forced to take some notice and to check the presumptuous 
march forward—to ruin. His shouts of triumph covered practical 
instructions which became more and more modest. It was a ques- 
tion henceforward of concentrating effort, not on the extension 
and intensity of production, but on the assimilation of the 
technique so dearly paid for, on the improvement of quality, 
on productivity of labour and on the lowering of manufacturing 
costs. By an apparent paradox, which betravs a lot, the “Bol- 
shevik rhythm” had to lessen its speed instead of i increasing it 
as mechanisation progressed. It was no longer a question of 
L. Sabsovich’s book, The U.S.S.R. in Fifteen Years, the text- 
book of a perfect Bolshevik. in which the author tabulated a 
great mass of absurd hypotheses on fiftv per cent annual 
increase in industrial production from 1933. Stalin was content 
with thirteen to fifteen per cent on an average in the course 
of the second Five Year Plan embarked upon. And as it is always 
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a long way from the programme to its realisation, the inevitable 
halt seems obvious enough. There was less and less talk of sur- 
passing western capitalism. And with good cause. With a popu- 
lation two-thirds that of the U.S.S.R., and in a country already 
filled with abundance, the United States produced in 1929 
about 36 million tons of iron, 546 of coal, 133 of naphtha, 120 
milliard kilowatt-hours, 5,651,000 motor-cars, 229,000 tractors, 
and the comparison with “one-sixth of the globe” is even more 
conclusive for copper—1,069,814 against the U.S.S.R.’s 46,694 
in the best year, 1932. Even by falsifying parallels, by the astute 
choice of a Soviet maximum and an American minimum, the 
“com-boasting” could not produce results. So much so that no 
one breathed another word of the second piatiletka, of which 
Molotov and Kuibyshev had sketched the main lines a year 
earlier at the Seventeenth Party Conference, indicating astro- 
nomical figures. The year 1933 went by without a Plan in the 
country of Plans. 

On the other hand, modifications in the “general line” in- 
creased to the relative, but scarcely perceptible, advantage of 
private rural economy, by the restitution of horses and cattle 
to the cultivators so as to save the remainder of the stock from 
total loss, and by the increase of free trading among the kolkhoz 
and their members, reductions in taxes and dues, restrictions 
in the programme of sowing and stores, etc. The scarcity of 
manufactured goods even encouraged giving leases of premises 
to the artels of artisans, and providing them with tools. These 
precarious expedients did not prevent Stalin from introducing 
new coercive measures against the peasants, the chicf of which 
was to instal near the 2,245 “tractor and machine stations,” 
branches of Party police under the name of Political Sections. 
Stalin, of course, could only conceive of consolidating collec- 
tivised agriculture by increasing the police and bureaucracy. 

The famine, whose black blot spread from the Ukraine and 
the Kouban district to the lower and middle Volga, to the 
Caucasus and the Crimea, over the most fertile lands of Southern 
Russia, and whose scope was proportional to the degree of 
collectivisation, still pursued its ravages until the 1933 harvest, 
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which was exceptional both for climatic conditions and for 
results: 89.ọ million tons, calculated on paper by multiplying the 
sown area by a supposed yield per hectare, and including the 
grain which rotted in the fields, was lost in transport or other- 
wise ruined. For the Plan had made provision for everything 
except barns to store it in, vehicles to transport it, scales to 
weigh it and mills to grind it. If one takes into account the 
losses, estimated at a quarter, and the extra mouths to feed, as 
well as allowing for the insignificance of exports and the 
excess of forage left over by the extermination of horses and 
cattle, the miserable pre-War level was even then not attained. 
Nevertheless, after the horrible period that had been endured, 
a certain improvement was felt in food supplies, as is the case 
in all backward countries where economic activity depends al- 
most entirely on the harvest. The price of rationed bread sud- 
denly doubled in August, which signified a general fall in real 
wages. But money had depreciated still more, as prices obtained 
in the free market proved, where wheat was sold at two hundred 
times the ofhcial price. Judging by the extraordinary procedure 
employed to preserve cereals from pillage, Stalin was not mis- 
taken as to the real situation of supplies in the country, nor as to 
the conversion of the peasants to his singular form of “social- 
ism.” Precautions unheard of in the annals of agriculture were 
instituted: day and night watch was kept over the immense 
plains by sentinels and mounted guards, Watch-towers had to 
be erected above the sea of rye in which to place armed spies. 
The Communist youth were mobilised, and even the children, 
to spy on marauders. It was necessary to forbid access to the 
roads and by-paths except to those who had the password. 
The press congratulated urchins who had denounced their own 
parents, “barbers” guilty of having “shaved” a few handfuls of 
ears of corn, hidden them in the bottom of a pail and covered 
them with herbs or fruit, Will it ever be known how many 
starving mouths have paid for such an attempt on the “socialist 
property” with their liberty or even their lives? 

In short, the Plan had been fulfilled only in the restricted 
measure predicted by those serious and prudent economists, 
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technicians and specialists who were accused in 1930 of wanting 
to minimise working speeds, and were imprisoned and deported 
for sabotage—that is to say, for the crime of clearsightedness. 
Moreover, it is necessary to write off a considerable amount for 
spoiled production, and to add to the liabilities frozen capital, 
unfinished production, deteriorated machinery, wasted resources 
and unused new material. In a manner exactly the reverse 
of true economic progress, the acquirement of technique led to 
a destruction of wealth, to an increase in costs and to the dis- 
sipation of energy. 

Without the foreign bourgeoisie, with its industrialists and 
bankers, its architects and engincers, its advances and credits, 
its patents of invention, processes of manufacture and imple- 
ments of every kind, Stalin would never have obtained the 
minimum of what it was possible to obtain by better and more 
rational, cheaper and more fruitful, and more human methods. 
He had sacrificed consumption to production, agriculture to 
industry, the disinherited country to the parasitic towns, light 
industry to heavy industry, the working classes to the bureau- 
cratic patriciate, and, in short, the man to the machine; only to 
end in anomalies, disproportions, and unco-ordinated results 
which were never worth the expense. 

By its dictatorship over prices, the State had been able to 
sell very dearly what it bought very cheaply, and thus, with 
other too well-known methods of despoliation, it robbed the 
whole population to the exclusive profit of a new parasitic 
class. When State-controlled agriculture and industry worked 
at a loss, the deficiencies dragged in their wake an excess of 
privation and suffering, crowned by a “sort of artificially- 
organised famine.” Certainly the collective effort has laid the 
costly foundations of new metallurgical and chemical industries, 
and created armament factories which strengthened the military 
power. But to offset this, there had been an accumulation of 
failures in finance, transport, agriculture and animal breeding, 
which forbade incurring an armed conflict at the risk of com- 
plete breakdown. In order to give the people of the U.S.S.R. 
the means of fighting, Stalin had taken from them every reason 
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for defending themselves. Far from having freed his country 
from dependence on other countries, and isolating it from the 
world market as an autarchy, he had made its economy more 
than ever dependent on more developed and better equipped 
nations, as much for repairs and spare parts as for the replace- 
ment of imported implements. On the other hand, he fired the 
imagination of the young gencration with works of imposing 
grandeur, awakened in them a utilitarian mysticism towards 
mechanisation and technique, stirred up a Soviet chauvinism, 
blessed with a revolutionary terminology, but directed to purely 
national ends. He had, besides, gone beyond the ephemeral and 
burdensome successes of outward display, by masterfully ex- 
ploiting, in the tradition of Tsarism, the ignorance of the public, 
the credulity of the working class, the vanity of the intellectuals, 
the venality of the press and the corruption of the politicians. 

Imitating Peter I, who paid the press of the dav to spread 
throughout Furope the rumours of his imaginary victories over 
Charles XII long before Poltava, he went to great expense to 
broadcast recitals of his political triumphs and descriptions of his 
majestic works. But the Russians have brought their powers of 
persuasion to a fine art, and delight in making visitors take 
mole-hills for mountains and the statistical exercises of the 
bureaucrats for palpable realities. Vladimir Monomach, Grand 
Prince of Kiev, used to recommend that strangers should be 
cordially welcomed “because,” he said, according to Rambaud, 

“your good or bad reputation depends on the accounts they 
will give in their own country.” The advice has been followed 
by his successors. Fven under Peter, one reads in Kliuchevsky, 
“economic enterprises produced a strong impression on super- 
ficial forcign observers. Russia appeared to them as a great 
factory.” 

Under Nicholas I, to quote again from Custine’s inexhaustible 
collection of letters, “Moscow prides itself on the progress of its 
factories. . . . The Russians are proud of possessing such a great 
number of fine buildings to show to foreigners.” Stalin has intro- 
duced nothing new in this respect either, except to exaggerate 
beyond the bounds of all decency. This is demonstrated by a 
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plethora of eulogistic literature in which the inexactitude of the 
facts vies with the inanity of the commentaries. Tenacious ad- 
versary of industrialisation before making himself its champion 
in the wrong sense, he became for the New York Business 
Week the “Mussolini of Mechanics.” But the prestige gained by 
such stratagems is of no avail in important matters where the 
truth demands its rights. However, the Plan has had as a result 
the formation of numerous bodies of mediocre technicians who 
are not without the capacity to improve, in the long run, and 
the education of millions of adolescents in the needs of indus- 
trial production, hastily inculcating in them the rudiments of 
general and professional culture, indispensable to the economic 
and technical transformation in progress. Education, restored 
to some of the discipline of classical pedagogy, had been made 
more widely available, although it must not be forgotten that 
the Party, in deciding anew in 1934 to introduce universal 
compulsory education, showed how much value could be placed 
on its great “historical” resolutions of “world” significance. But 
there again the negative elements outweigh the positive in a 
“totalitarian” state, where liberty of conscience and freedom of 
expression do not exist, where the standardised press is only 
permitted to express the authorised opinion of the day, where 
critical thought and scientific objection as well as political doubt 
are repressed with more severity than common crimes, and 
where the unlettered have a better chance of conserving their 
intellectual faculties and their moral health than the dishonest 
intellectuals depraved by official mendacity and their subjection 
to fear. It only remains to discover the original correlation of 
production relations and property forms to the social structure, 
after fifteen vears of Bolshevik evolution, and to find out if the 
transitory nature of the regime tends, as the communist pro- 
gramme claims, to substitute the administration of things for 
the government of men. 
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LENIN exercised power for scarcely more than five years, dur- 
ing which many contradictions between his theories and his 
practice had corrected the bookish concept of an intermediary 
phase between capitalism and socialism. Stalin’s reign had lasted 
some ten years when the Party, in 1933, announced the proxim- 
ity of the golden age of classless society. But a State no more 
than an individual can be judged by the ideal which it glorifies. 
In actuality, the case is complicated by insoluble contradictions 
between the concrete and the abstract, in an extreme disorder of 
ideas and values, wherein are confounded the Russian past, the 
Soviet present and the immutable traits of despotism, common 
to all periods and all climates. Discrimination is necessary to 
see whether Stalin really justifies Spencer, who saw in socialism 
“a future slavery.” Liberal economy whole-heartedly denounced 
as socialist all tendencies in the State direction of production, 
exchange and labour. In this respect, the edicts of Diocletian on 
maximum prices and minimum wages, on agricultural colonies 
and on trade corporations, could justifiably find a place in an 
anthology of socialist legislation—an absurd hypothesis. 

Stalin has had precursors in antiquity and in the middle 
ages, both in the East and West, but there can be no legitimate 
authority for calling them socialists in the exact meaning of the 
term. The most remarkable, Wang An-shih, lived in China 
under the Sung dynasty. Assured of the Emperor's confidence, 
this bold minister thought he could regenerate his mediaeval 
country by so regulating economic life as to make the State 
the sole owner of the soil, and the sole buyer and seller of 
grain. By a series of laws, which demanded for their application 
a whole host of functionaries and a new mandarinate to replace 
the old, he decreed from on high a veritable agrarian revolution 
(equalitarian revision of valuation and rent, loans of seed against 
takings in kind, taxation of commodities, etc.). This was com- 
pleted by a series of radical reforms, establishment of a salt tax 
and recasting of the monetary system, the creation of a popular 
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militia besides the permanent army, bureaucratic conscription 
for the civil service and compulsory education. Of this “ex- 
traordinary experiment in ‘statism’ ” to use the expression of 
G. Soulié de Morant, there remained nothing after the death of 
the “Chinese socialist of the year one thousand,” an inexact 
expression of an eminent historian and orientalist, René 
Grousset, who is not mindful of the exact terms of sociology. 
Modern socialism implies, in effect, certain conditions of historic 
maturity, namely, the exhaustion of capitalist resources, the con- 
scious will of the active population, the material possibilities 
for the workers to acquire “comfort and liberty.” Between 
Wang and Stalin there are many similarities of conception and 
method, at more than ten centurics’ distance, and the analogy 
holds good in the final results of the two attempts, i.e. famine and 
misery. But the differences are all to the advantage of the great 
Chinese reformer, too little appreciated by Abel Rémusat, 
Father de Mailla, the Abbe Huc and other missionaries who 
have studied from the same sources. In their Empire du Milieu 
the brothers Reclus have been less severe. Wang had read only 
Confucius and was ahead of his epoch, whilst the theorists of 
socialism in a single country pretend to have read Marx, and 
with no excuse lag behind the U topians. If Stalin's dictatorship 
merits the name of socialist, the theocratic domination of the 
Jesuits in Paraguay would figure strikingly amongst the enter- 
prises of the pioncers of socialism, side by side with the less 
famous communities of the monastic colonisers. The part, albeit 
subsidiary, plaved by the workers in the Bolshevik movement 
does not alter the matter. Among the African Bambaras, the 
blacksmiths crown their chief, but their caste is none the Jess 
despised, beneath all the ritual honours, and there has never 
been any attempt to cite these tribes of the Sudan and Sencgal 
as an example of proletarian democracy. 

Russian history throws a better light on the Soviet regime 
devoid of soviets, than the arbitrary references to Marxism, of 
which Stalin actually represents the antithesis. In particular, 
it unites the old and the new modes of mysticism. In the same 
way as pagan customs persisted under other forms in Christianity 
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after the baptism of the slave tribes in the principality of Kiev, 
many age-old traditions have been transmitted, under other 
colours, to Sovietism from Tsarism, both in spirit and in custom 
as well as in economic, political and social organisation. T. G. 
Masaryk says rightly of the Bolsheviks, “children of Tsarism” 
like other Russians: “They have succeeded in suppressing the 
Tsar, but they have not suppressed Tsarism. They still wear the 
Tsarist uniform, albeit inside out. .. .” 

In the fifteenth century, after the capture of Constantinople 
by the Turks, Muscovite monks saw in Moscow the third Rome, 
excluding for ever the eventuality of a fourth; the doctors and 
apologists of the Leninist religion have a similar aim in claiming 
Moscow as the capital of universal Communism. At the same 
period Joseph, “hegoumenos” of the Volokolamsk monastery, 
elaborated a doctrine which M. Kizevetter sums up thus: 
“Joseph defends a social order founded on a rigorous discipline 
which denies the individual the right of doing as he pleases. 
In the religious domain he affirms that salvation depends on 
the punctual observation of ritual and the literal acceptance of 
every word of the Holy Scriptures without any discussion 
whatever; he approves of the suppression by the ecclesiastical 
power of every manifestation of free thought i in religious mat- 
ters, as well as of the execution of heretics practised in 
Moscow. .. .” Dogmatic Bolshevism is more akin to such 
conceptions than to socialism, which is inseparable from the 
idea of free enquiry and judgment, and which has as its final 
aim the integral freedom of the individual. Stalin invokes Lenin 
on every corner of the battlefield and makes orthodox pro- 
nouncements whilst deporting to icy temperatures the little 
children of the so-called &ulaks. But Ivan the Terrible was not 
lacking, either, in exterior signs of devotion, while he committed 
his appalling atrocities. And the murderous rivalry encouraged 
among certain young communists, exhausted by the useless 
task of shock- brigading. recalls at times those fanatical disciples 
of the Archpriest Avvakum who burned themselves alive to 
escape the fiery river of the last Judgment. 

It is not subjection to the State which stamps knouto-Soviet 
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Russia with an original imprint. Under the early Romanovs, 
the whole population was made to submit to the State, and in 
various ways subjected to strict economic obligations. It had 
already sought to escape by flight from the Tsarist and manorial 
repressions, and the central control could secure it only by such 
rudely enforced measures as those later employed under the 
Five Year Plan. As early as the seventeenth century Russians 
were forbidden to go abroad—an undoubted precedent for the 
general sequestration brought about by Stalin; and books sent 
from Europe were not allowed to enter by virtue of a special 
ukase that still guides the Glavlit or Soviet censorship. The Tsar, 
sole owner of the country and the people, made himself the 
“principal merchant” and the “principal producer” in the Em- 
pire, to use the words of the English doctor, Samuel Collins. 
Peter the Great introduced State monopoly in the trade of 
articles of immediate necessity and all foreign commerce. Under 
his reign, a sort of State capitalism developed, and multiplied 
the number of officials by ten. Serfdom grew on a large scale 
and was introduced into industry at its inception, apart from 
the employment of penal labour. The institution of the internal 
passports adds one more resemblance to the sombre Stalin period, 
when the workers and peasants within a few years lost their last 
remaining liberties, like their predecessors, the free cultivators, 
who became serfs within the course of a few centuries, thus 
reversing the social evolution of the west. Peter's successors 
followed in his footsteps—trade with China became a monopoly 
of the Treasury, and under Elizabeth the State took charge of 
every possible transaction. And even when capitalism regained 
its rights, and re-established competition, from Catherine’s time, 
the initiative of the Crown remained decisive for the progress 
of industry and transport. The military colonics of Alexander I 
foreshadowed future agricultural collectivisation on a small scale. 
The Sovict State, with more powerful material means, repro- 
duces, condenses and generalises all these phenomena in a knot 
of historical conditions incompatible with intermediate solutions. 

That the savage precedents of Ivan the Terrible and Peter 
the Great are to be recognised in Stalin's outstanding acts is 
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not contested among observers of Russia. But in each of the 
principal representatives of the autocracy, gestures and acts 
may be found which have their parallels with contemporary 
Russia. Catherine used to correspond with Voltaire and Diderot, 
but she imprisoned Novikov and banished Radishchev. She took 
ideas from Montesquieu and borrowed from Beccaria, but she 
extended and consolidated serfdom. She avowed herself an 
“apostle of light,” but she dared to boast of the mujik’s well- 
being in the midst of a famine. She rewarded the self-interested 
praise of the encyclopacdists and employed the most despicable 
mercenaries. Stalin, as well, acts quite against his maxims, en- 
couraging without what he dare not tolerate within. He supports 
strikes and promotes subversive acts of which he would crush 
the least glimmerings in the U.S.S.R. He buys the favour of 
well-known foreign men of letters and gags or banishes Russian 
writers. Ele keeps a whole string of hired adulators in foreign 
countries. Alexander 1, like his father, posed as a freemason, 
posed as a Jacobin, quoted Rousseau, and protested against the 
Negro slave-trade at the Congress of the Holy Alhance, while 
admitting the trafhe of souls in his own Empire. Stalin in the 
same way calls himself the defender of the workers in the 
capitalist countrics and is himself their worst oppressor in the 
“socialist fatherland.” Of Nicholas I, who loved to class him- 
self as an engincer in order not to be recognised as a policeman, 
historians draw a portrait in which one may distinguish many of 
the features of Stalin's physiognomy. Between the two absolut- 
isms, the similaritics are so strong that the collection of Custine’s 
century-old letters is worth consulting again, as one of the best 
works on the eternal Russia, “where you must go to see the 
result of this terrible combination of European science with 
Asiatic genius,’ where “the Government dominates everything 
and encourages nothing,” where “everybody thinks what no- 
body says,” where “the absurdities of the parvenu can exist 
everywhere and become the appendage of a whole nation,” 
where “boundless evil is inflicted as a remedy,” where the “force 
of despotism lies solely in the mask of the despot,” where “the 
reciprocal mistrust of the Government and the subjects banishes 
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all joy in life,” where “the inhabitants, inured to resignation, 
counterfeit for themselves an astonishing kind of happiness 
composed of privations and sacrifices.” Stalin has made more 
true than ever the profoundly just reflections of the author 
whom we have so frequently quoted: “In this country an 
avowed tyranny would be a mark of progress.” 

Whether of divine right or popular origin, all dictators and 
dictatorships offer analogies in their methods and raison d'être. 
The bureaucratic absolutism incarnate in Stalin ts no exception 
to the rule, with the ancestral Russian tradition that inspires him 
in spite of the Soviet novelty in which he decks himself. The 
combination of ruse and violence propounded by Machiavelli 
for the use of the Prince is practised daily by the General Secre- 
tary. But identity of means does not alw: ays presuppose similar- 
ity of aims. Bolsheviks from Lenin to Stalin at first believed that 
they could arrive at socialist liberty by the evil means of police 
constraint. This was before they had made a virtue of necessity 
and codified che cruel expedients of civil war for times of peace, 
until in the end dictatorial habit became their second nature. 
Without the dictators being aware of it, a metamorphosis of the 
regime took place, which Stalin, aided by his faults even more 
than by his qualities, has been able to consummate and perfect 
in the sense of personal power without meeting insurmountable 
obstacles, still preserving the revolutionary vocabulary shorn of 
its initial meaning. The result is a politcal architecture of bastard 
appearance, which at least two great examples will help us to 
understand. In Rome, the Empire “slid” into the Republic to use 
Seneca’s phrase, while it preserved the exterior symbols. In 
France, the coinage struck at the beginning of the Empire bore 
the legend: “République Française, Napoléon Empereur.” Caesar 
gave himself out as the successor of the Gracchi, and Bonaparte 
as the successor of the Jacobins. Stalin’s Caesarism proceeds from 
the same causes and grows on favourable ground: in Tsarist 
Russia, after the October manifesto of 1905, there had been quite 
as bizarre a system, which the Almanach de Gotha called “con- 
stitutional monarchy under an autocratic Tsar.” The Federation 
of Socialist Soviet Republics, the very name a fourfold contra- 
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diction of the reality, has long ago ceased to exist to the full 
knowledge of everyone; only well-meaning but very young 
Leninists still hope for its spontaneous resurrection at the end 
of the “general line”; the dominating Party has lost all illusions 
in this respect and forgotten its socialist programme. 

So-called Soviet society rests on its own method of exploita- 
tion of man by man, of the producer by the bureaucracy, of 
the technician by the political power. For the individual appro- 
priation of surplus value is substituted a collective appropriation 
by the State, a deduction made for the parasitic consumption of 
functionaries. Stalin reckoned for 1933 about 8,000,000 func- 
tionarics and employees, whose precise income it is impossible 
to estimate. But official documentation leaves us no doubt: the 
bureaucracy takes an undue part of the produce, corresponding 
more or less to the old capitalist profit, of the subjugated classes, 
which it submits to an inexorable sweating system. There has 
thus been formed around the Party a new social category, inter- 
ested in maintaining the established order, and perpetuating the 
State of which Lenin predicted the extinction with the disap- 
pearance of classes. If the Bolsheviks have not the legal owner- 
ship of the instruments of production and the means of exchange, 
they retain the State machinery which allows them all the 
spoils by varied circuitous means. The mere freedom from 
restriction in imposing retail costs several times higher than 
manufacturing costs, contains the true secret of bureaucracies— 
technical exploitation, characterised moreover by administra- 
tive and military oppression. 

It is of little importance that the small minority, thus privileged 
at the expense of the great majority, is not a class like the 
bourgeoisie, or a caste like the Brahmans. In the sixteenth century, 
the Cossacks also constituted a kind of class, with its economic 
and political prerogatives unknown in any other country except 
in Russia. From Siberia, Rakovsky and his deported friends wrote 
as early as 1930: “From a w orkers’ State with bureaucratic 
deformations, as Lenin defined the form of our Government, 
we are developing into a bureaucratic State with proletarian- 
communist survivals. Under our very eyes has formed and is 
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being formed a great class of directors, which has its internal 
subdivisions and which increases through calculated co-option 
and direct or indirect nominations (bureaucratic advancement 
or fictitious electoral system). The element which unites this 
original class is a form, also original, of private property, to wit, 
the State-power.” And they took their stand very pertinently 
on a phrase of Marx, “The bureaucracy possesses the State as 
private property.” Just as the Consulate was neither a republic 
nor a monarchy, the Secretariat is neither a democracy nor 
Tsarism, the consequence of a revolution which was neither 
socialist nor bourgeois. 

According to Bogdanov, whose works on the subject go back 
to just after the first revolution, a proletariat deprived of real 
encyclopaedic culture, and general knowledge of organisation, 
will never be capable of seizing the power or keeping it in order 
to transform society along communist lines. And the Bolshevik 
regime, in spite of the intentions of its founders, engenders a 
dominant class of politicians, administrators, intellectuals and 
technicians, under which exploitation and oppression by a Srate 
of an original tvpe persists under new forms. This last observa- 
tion, post factum, may be found again, less strongly argued as 
an intuitive premonition, in one of the theses of the Intellectual 
Worker, a work published under the name of Volskv at the 
beginning of the century by a Polish revolutionary. Makhaisky, 
well known then but since forgotten. A number of communists 
have arrived at the same ideas by practice and nor theory, but 
have been unable to express them in the country of official 
communism. Others have reconsidered, within themselves, the 
idealist notion of the “historic mission of the proletariat,” in 
order to tackle the fundamental revision of doctrines which 
make too much of an abstraction of the real man, whether bour- 
genis or proletarian. It remains to be seen whether such concep- 
tions, whatever they are worth, will regain force, wide currency 
and vitality for the generations destined to take their lesson from 
the revolution, above all. from the phase which we may call, in 
Herzen’s word, retrovolution. 

This revolution has passed through three principal stages, each 
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one of some five years’ duration. After War Communism, the 
vain attempt at a complete economic nationalisation, Lenin’s 
N.E.P. was an attempt to control a composite economy, tolerat- 
ing a sane competition between the State sector and capitalist 
initiative so as to realise by degrees a national socialisation. But 
Stalin, incapable of following this political heritage of harmo- 
nising industry and agriculture, and balancing production and 
consumption, preferred the security of an integral statism to the 
risks of a special test which the N.E.P. implied. His “great turn” 
was only possible at the price of mass slaughter at its inception 
and of absolute mass servitude in the present and future. To 
take this course, a great contempt for human life and dignity 
was necessary and also an entire misunderstanding of the spiritual 
postulates of socialism. Stalin had the singular courage of taking 
upon himself the most atrocious responsibilities, whilst still con- 
tinuing to make use of a worn-out language. But the edifice built 
in fifteen years of Bolshevism will endure only under an un- 
limited pretorian dictatorship, and could not resist an upheaval 
of any importance. The Russian people have always benefited 
by wars which shook the ruling power—unveiled its weaknesses 
and excited general discontent. The Crimean War hastened the 
liberation of the serfs, the Russo-Japanese War unleashed the 
first revolution, the World War precipitated the fall of Tsarism. 
There is every evidence that Stalin's regime, if it had to rely on 
its own strength, could not withstand the supreme test any 
better. 

It is easy for a State which monopolises armaments, along 
with everything else, to break strikes and to crush peasant 
revolts, distributed over an immense area. The hesitant mili- 
tary intervention of the Allies after Brest-Litovsk was only a 
mockery, as Lenin recognised without any pretence. But a war 
of long duration would demand other national and moral 
resources than interior repression or the first campaign of the 
Red Army. Neither industry nor agriculture, and still less 
transport, is ready in the U.S.S.R. to endure the high tension 
of a modern war. A report of Kaganovich admits 62,000 rail- 
way accidents for the year 1934 alone, 7,000 locomotives put 
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out of action, 4,500 trucks destroyed and more than 60,000 
damaged. These figures increased in the first months of 1935, 
and there were “hundreds of dead, thousands of wounded.” 
After, just as before, the Five Year Plan, the inhabitants had to 
undergo hours and hours of waiting and interminable formalities 
to get a needle in Moscow, or a nail in the provinces, or a little 
salt practically anywhere, a railway ticket, a box of matches, a 
gramme of quinine. Stalin allows himself the frequent spectacle 
of imposing parades with defiles of tanks and aeroplanes, but 
he does not realise that in war-time his engines will lack oil or 
petrol, his artillery will lack munitions, and he will be unable to 
repair them as soon as they are put out of commission. He may 
condemn to death for culpable negligence the mechanics and 
drivers who have escaped from accidents, but that cannot im- 
prove the railways or the rolling stock. Whether in regard to 
equipment, re-stocking, “management, or sanitary services, 
nothing encourages the rulers to optimism regarding organisa- 
tion and technique. 

The reports of the G.P.U., on the state of mind of the popu- 
lation, gives them no more assurance. The peasants hope for any 
sort of change, and are only waiting for arms to settle their 
arrears of accounts with their oppressors. The workers feel 
scarcely less aversion to the hierarchy of secretaries, in spite of 
all the propaganda employed to convince them of their advan- 
tageous position. The youth alone, which knows nothing of 
the recent past or of life in foreign countries, accepts with ela- 
tion the ideology of Soviet chauvinism and would defend the 
frontiers without reservation if not with enthusiasm. But its 
warlike impulses, so vigorous in expeditions without peril and 
without glory against the unarmed peasants, will lose vigour un- 
der cannon and machine-gun fire. The Red Army, reinforced by 
a partial mobilisation, would suffice for the protection of the 
U.S.S.R. in a conflict limited to neighbouring countries, but not 
in a conflagration world-wide in scope, entailing general mobi- 
lisation. Stalin is aware of this, as is proved by the pliant ma- 
neeuvres of his diplomacy whose flexibility borders on resigna- 
tion and betrays a significant anxiety. 
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For fifteen years, and above all since Lenin’s death, the Bol- 
sheviks have vocifcrously announced an approaching and even 
imminent gencral conflict. They have denounced the aggressive 
intentions of every country against themselves and accused 
specifically France, England and the United States of fomenting 
a new armed intervention in Russia. According to them, the 
League of Nations was only a “League of Brigands,” a war 
machine erected against their socialist fatherland, and every 
European and international agreement, from the Locarno Treaty 
to the Kellogg Pact, concealed “a sword directed against the 
Soviet Union.” Under the most futile pretexts, they discovered 
menacing preparations of hostility everywhere and in every 
country and sounded the alarm at home and, with less reverbera- 
tion, in the working-class centres of other countries. They never 
found cnough sarcasm or insults to hurl at pacifism, wherein 
they detected the most treacherous enemy of the revolution. 
But Stalin operated a complete volte-face after the victorious ex- 
ploits of Japan in Manchuria. It was in the samce place where the 
Red Army under Blücher had three years previously inflicted 
a military “lesson” on the Chinese to safeguard Russian “rights” 
in a railway, that the love of peace now counselled a retreat 
before the Japanese. From 1932 onwards, the U.S.S.R. con- 
cluded a series of non-aggression pacts or friendly ententes, first 
with Roumania and Poland and later with France and the United 
States, those very States whose anti-Soviet machinations and 
“war-like designs” the rulers of Russia were incessantly unmask- 
ing and branding. 

Already Litvinov, at Stalin’s orders, had proposed universal 
disarmament with striking insistency, but in the tradition of 
the famous rescript of Nicholas II, w hich was the forerunner of 
the Hague Conference. In 1933, the advent of Hitler in Ger- 
many accentuated the pacific tendencies of Bolshevism. Every- 
thing that had been detestable became excellent and vice-versa. 
Stalin and Molotov had no scruples in singing the praises of the 
“League of Brigands.” They opposed the revision of the terri- 
torial clauses of the Versailles Treaty, which had been the ob- 
jects of their incessant vituperation. They hastened to seek the 
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support of the “imperialist diplomacy” of France, “the most 
aggressive and militaristic country in the world,” as Stalin had 
said at the last Party Congress, a country which, according to 
Leninist orthodoxy, “had not ceased to provoke war against the 
U.S.S.R.” In 1934, they honoured as an “eminent foreign savant” 
the very Marshal d’Espérey whom their press had always con- 
sidered the “executioner” of the Hungarian Soviet Republic. 
They ordered their pseudo-communist stipendiaries in every 
country to make a rapprochement with those whom they had 
branded the day before as “social-traitors” and “social- fascists,” 
meanwhile dictating a new demagogy under the form of modera- 
tion. At home they made patriotism the order of the day. Not 
even the cult of the “socialist fatherland,” but of the “father- 
land” without trimmings. However, their policy—peace at anv 
price—was clarified by an unusual decree exempting the peasants 
of Eastern Siberia—from the Baikal Lake to the Maritime Prov- 
ince—from all or a part of the taxes and dues—the kolkhoz 
for ten vears and the other farms for five. By restoring agricul- 
tural liberty in a vast region in danger of invasion, they 
attempted, somewhat tardily, to instil a little patriotism into 
farmers ready to welcome the invaders. It would be difficult to 
imagine an implicit confession more conclusive. But there are 
others, such as the new terrorist decree of June 1934. which 
gave warning of the death penalty for “treason to the father- 
land” (the simple “flight” into other countries of a Soviet sub- 
ject, civil or military, was thus classified); and the decree desig- 
nated the whole adult family of a deserter as hostages to be 
imprisoned from five to ten years if they did not denounce their 
relative and for five years if they were unaware of the “crime.’ 
Such preventive measures tell a long story and show the extent 
of solidarity between rulers and ruled. 

The defcat so longed for by an enslaved people, with the 
exception of the privileged Party members, the bureaucracy, the 
social cadres and the young loyalist generation, would be, for 
the Stalin of legend, the beginning of the end. The dictator 
would have no alternative but to put himself at the head of a 
frank social reaction and re-establish private ownership of the 
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means of production or else fall beneath the debris of his own 
system. The Soviet State capitalism, formulated by Lenin and 
once debated by Trotsky and Bukharin, who preferred to speak 
of State socialism, would then evolve in a direction diametrically 
opposed to the inconsistent view of the few Bolsheviks who have 
remained faithful to their principles. There exists no bourgeoisie 
to seize power in the Soviet Union. The proletariat, demoralised 
by the secret spying and the repression exercised in its own name, 
bureaucratised to its core, and composed of ignorant mujiks, 
has for a long time been powerless to take its own destinies in 
hand. The disintegrated and paralysed peasant population always 
has an influence on events, but indirectly and indistinctly. Func- 
tionaries, intellectuals and technicians, anxious for security, 
will rally round the new masters in advance, being unable even 
to intervene as autonomous clements if the upheaval goes beyond 
the limits of an internal palace revolution. The police and the 
army are the only organic forces capable of revising the political 
statute in a crisis of the regime. But it is otherwise with respect 
to the economic basis, determined by a combination of national 
conditions, historic causes and general characteristics inherent in 
the twilight of capitalist civilisation. The greater part of nation- 
alised industry in Russia has no individual owners nor anv who 
could lay claim to it according to the old laws, and a return 
to petty agricultural exploitation seems less and less practicable. 
Any future order will have to face up to the burden and manage- 
ment of a collective property unique in the world. Whatever 
judgment one may make on the transformations accomplished, 
some of them are incffaceable. Economic liberalism will not find 
a rebirth in Russia at a time when it is declining everywhere else. 
Nor will there arise in the predictable future any true political 
democracy, inconceivable on the scale of such a large State even 
on the hypothesis of dismemberment. The exposure of its reali- 
ties can indicate far better than theoretical definitions the prob- 
able perspective and the aftermath of a political disaster, if these 
contradictory data are borne in mind. 

All objective observations are agreed in asserting the absence 
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of any conmmunist orientation in the industrialised U.S.S.R. 
Against the grey background of common poverty, privation 
and want, social injustice and inequality can be easily seen. 
Wages vary enormously, and the advantages accorded to the 
most favoured aggravate contrasts that are more odious than 
in any capitalist country. Stalin had been an unconscious leveller 
until the day he became aware of the inconvenience of equali- 
tarianism, depersonalisation and irresponsibility. In 1934 he in- 
sisted on his latest discovery. “Tastes and needs are not, and 
cannot be identical and equal in quality and quantity, either in 
a socialist period or in a communist period.” To the excessive 
levelling of the unprivileged majority, for whom collectivisation 
meant a complete turning of the tables, succeeds a systematically 
inverse process. But there persists, as a symbol, the construction 
of dismal, comfortless and unattractive barracks to house the 
mass of the workers, considered as numbers on a register. In 
copying capitalism, the bureaucracy takes the worst as its model, 
apart from founding a few exemplary houses and institutions for 
the seduction of benevolent foreign tourists. Millions of women 
are employed in the most distasteful and strenuous work in 
heavy industry under the hypocritical pretext of emancipation. 
In addition to the so-called seven-hour day, supplementary odd 
jobs, obligatory attendance at the sad comedy of meetings, anx- 
tous seeking after the necessary provisions, depressing queucing 
at shop-entrances, etc., absorb all leisure and degrade the indi- 
vidual, already obsessed with the problem of feeding himself, 
dragging him down to a semi-animal existence. The knouto- 
Soviet State is the only one where the proletariat is forced, not 
only by means of periodic pretences of voluntary loans, to 
deprive itself of the meanest possible remuneration, but to 
put up a show of being happy about it. It is also the only place 
wherein the defenceless workers are shot in punishment for 
accidents due to worn-out material or administrative carelessness 
and where the poverty-stricken risk the death sentence for 
harmless transgressions like theft or petty pillage of crops. 

Such things would be impossible without the ruthless restraint 
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of a police and army privileged in every respect—better fed, 
clothed, housed and with better opportunities of recreation than 
the other categories of “citizens.” Under Menzhinsky’s nominal 
and Yagoda’s effective presidency, the G.P.U. constitutes a 
veritable State within a State, with its civil and military staff, 
its own productive enterprises, its better supplied and better 
served eating places, its property, its workshops, its sovkhoz, 
with even bureaux for technical studies and labour service, well 
supplied with imprisoned engincers and deported workmen, 
whose forced labour is duly exploited. In practice its power is 
limited only by the will of Stalin. Protective legality for the 
Soviet subjects is sometimes a trap, sometimes a fiction. Not 
that there is any lack of texts—chancelleries and archives abound 
in them, as under Tsarism. “No country in the world has a 
greater abundance of laws than Russia,” Lenin wrote at the 
beginning of the century. But Michelet had stressed: “There is 
no law in Russia. The sixty volumes of laws that the Emperor 
has had compiled are a vast mockery.” And Custine had noted 
even earlier: “After a few months’ stay in Russia you no longer 
belicve in laws.” Here again Sovietism does not represent any 
advance over the past—quite the contrary. To save the revolu- 
tion, especially if nobody is threatening it, the G.P.U. arrogates 
to itself every possible law, from the most terrible to the most 
ridiculous. 

Inquisitorial and penal despotism carried to this extreme 
kills all interest in work, all spirit of initiative, all sense of re- 
sponsibility. Thus he benefits most who shirks his duties and 
obligations and blames his subordinates. The bureaucracy 
imagines it can supplement individual or collective zeal by 
millions of bits of paper, and draws up an abundance of futile 
circulars and unlimited questionnaires that nobody knows any- 
thing about, whether received or returned. Meantime, from 
the highest to the lowest, everybody looks to a superior com- 
mand before carrying out the meanest current task. This obliges 
the Secretariat or the Politbureau to think of everything and 
to regulate everyday life in its minutest details. Almost every 
day the press publishes under Stalin’s and Molotov’s signatures, 
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a long, solemn and circumstantial decree relative to some banal 
task necessitating not the slightest governmental intervention. 

For example, on the 11th February 1933, the public, whether 
interested or otherwise, received minute instructions on the 
treatment of horses, bulls and camels, on the rest to be accorded 
to pregnant mares, the quality of hay, straw and bran to reserve 
for beasts of burden, the way to curry and shoe them, to harness 
and yoke them, arrange their stables, couple males and females, 
etc., the whole interlarded with menacing injunctions, and 
punctuated with warnings of the rigours of the law. Orher 
orders in the same style dictate minutely the conditions of fur- 
nishing the State with sunflower oil or potatoes, or the manner 
in which to gather cotton, or beetroot. In place of the tutelary 
and simplified administration—the cheap government promised 
by the socialist programme—there is a complicated, expensive, 
vexatious and sterile regime. 

Its repulsive effect may be seen in literature as well as in social 
life. State Bolshevism has produced neither a man nor an idea 
nor a book nor a great work. Nobody could think of holding 
the regime responsible for this, if it did not stifle original talent 
and creative genius, irreconcilable with narrow terrorist disci- 
pline. The renown of the best contemporary Russian writers will 
not enhance the greatness of the Steel Secretary, anv more than 
the glory of Pushkin, Gogol or Lermontov gave lustre to the 
Iron Tsar. In arts and sciences as in philosophy and history, 
merit, intelligence and knowledge date from a period before 
Stalin, and owe nothing to this new autocracy, which tends to 
level character downwards, determines the dutv of consciences 
and annihilates evervthing so as to have nothing to fear, con- 
tributing nothing or less than nothing to the treasury of culture. 
Fven in the domain of cinematographic art, to which the Russian 
innovators have brought their splendid gifts, so well-known in 
the theatre, and whose purely national qualities must not be im- 
agined as specifically Soviet. the very fine promise has been 
retarded, initiative choked. Rare communist writers worthy of 
attention among the younger group, like M. Sholokov or 
F. Gladkov, would have emerged and matured far better under 
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Tsarism, like their elders Gorky or Mayakovsky whose principal 
works date from before the revolution. We know that their 
only choice was between the official ideology and nothing. 

From 1925, Stalin brought to art and literature the disciplinary 
methods in force in the Party and the State. He aimed only at 
combating the preponderant influence of Trotsky and Trotsky- 
ists like Voronsky and Polonsky, literary critics and directors 
of the principal reviews. In the Federation of Soviet Writers, 
the Pan-Russian Union of Writers group, the most important 
through the quality and prestige of its members, was suspected 
of some independence of spirit and sympathy for Trotsky’s 
personality. To gain a point, Stalin did not hesitate to confer 
a fictitious authority on the Association of Proletarian Writers, 
nine-tenths composed of incompetents or simple scribblers. It 
was the beginning of an cra of humiliations, denunciations, 
provocations, and persecutions which obliged true writers to 
take refuge in subjects with no reference to the present, child- 
hood memoirs or historical novels, and which reduced to silence 
or retraction the “travelling companions” of the communists, 
as Trotsky called I. Babel, F. Zamiatin, B. Pilnyak, A. Tolstoy, 
L. Leonov, C. Fedin, V. Ivanov, V. Katavev, M. Zoshchenko. 
L. Seifulina, G. Ohesha, M. Bulgakov, Veressayev, and others. 
The sycophants of the Association, domesticated by the Party, 
were licenced to impose their unreadable productions on the 
public, and to censure the most eminent authors. Drawn up in 
shock brigades to perpetrate their extravagances, some decided 
to “conquer power in literature,” to raise “shock-brigades in 
poetry,” to trace “the Bolshevik line in artistic creation,” to 
assure “a class vigilance on the edition front”; other alleged 
champions of the “proletarian hegemony in art” proclaimed the 
necessity of a “Five Year Plan for poetry” and a “Magnitogorsk 
of Literature.” The slogan was raised to “outstrip Shakespeare 
and Tolstoy.” A veritable carnival of folly triumphed along 
with the intellectual prostitution. 

After Stalin's intervention regarding “Trotskyist contraband” 
in the historical works of the ‘Party, the proletarian musicians 
declared: “In the light of Comrade Stalin’s letter, new and 
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great tasks arise on the musical front. Down with rotten liberal- 
ism with its bourgeois resonances and inimical class theories.” 
And they undertook to “revise the scoring of the composers 
of the past, beginning with Beethoven and Moussorgsky.” Stalin's 
letter was to make of “each Soviet orchestra a collective struggle 
for authentic Marxist-Leninism.” The communist cell of the 
Conservatory was accused of a “right deviation” by reason of 
its liking for a “conductor of doubtful political opinions.” After 
music—painting. Such and such an art critic denounced a 
“counter-revolutionary landscape,” another obscure and pon- 
derous nobody proscribed Rembrandt and Reubens. On the 
other hand, awards and medals went to the dullest reproductions, 
to recompense legends such as “Mauser, the War-Horse of Com- 
rade Voroshilov” or “Grandmother of a Communist Girl.” 
The Moscow museums were enriched with explanatory placards, 
according to which Renoir and Degas represent “rotten capital- 
ism,” Gustav Moreau “the art of the plutocracy,” Cézanne “the 
epoch of heavy industry,” and Gauguin “colonial policy.” 
To the same category of inanities belong “the struggle for 
the dialectic on the front of mathematics,” and the “offensive 
on the philosophy front,” whilst others extol Leninist physics, 
Soviet chemistry, or Marxist mathematics. To this may be added 
manifestations of delirium such as Krylenko’s at the congress 
of chess players in 1932. “We must finish once and for all with 
the neutrality of chess. We must condemn once and for all the 
formula ‘chess for the sake of chess. like the formula ‘art for 
art’s sake.’ We must organise shock-brigades of chess-players, 
and begin the immediate realisation of a Five Year Plan for 
chess.” These clownish monstrosities extracted from the Soviet 
circus as typical examples of the collective insanity let loose by 
Stalin in an intolerable atmosphere, would have raised a burst 
of hilarity, were it not for the agonising presence of the G.P.U. 
behind the actions of the execrated Association and behind vari- 
ous communist factions of demoralised intellectuals, immoral 
and uncultured, and more capable of doing harm to an élite 
than producing anything themselves. Certain men of letters were 
able to escape the cruelty thanks to Stalin’s capricious protection, 


576 STALIN 
others expatriated themselves with great difficulty, but the 


exceptions do not alter the rule. A revolutionary of the quality 
of Mayakovsky was not able to escape in 1930 except by suicide, 
as did Essenin, another great mal-adjusted poet, in 1926; like- 
wise the proletarian poet, Kusnictzov, the symbolist poet, 
Vladimir Pyast, and the revolutionary writer Andrew Sobol. 
This gives some conception of the tragic situation of artists as 
well as workers and peasants. The favour accorded to B. Paster- 
nak would have allowed him to survive under no matter what 
despotism and indicates even more clearly the inhuman condi- 
tions in which the majority of his confrères are stagnating. And 
one can well understand the conversions, prostrations, and con- 
tritions obtained from the Soviet intelligentsia, to the shame of 
the parvenus of the dictatorship. In 1932, with his usual abrupt- 
ness and brutality to the weak, Stalin suppressed by a stroke of 
his pen the Association, producer of so much evil, which had 
served him as an instrument. He ordered the fusion of all writers’ 
groups. [Ie affects in aesthetic matters a very liberal breadth of 
view. But there has remained the evil of an arid conformism in 
Soviet art and literature, absolutely incompatible with any sort 
of socialism or communism. 

The same contradiction finds definite confirmation in the 
plebiscite, contrived by every possible means of corruption and 
intimidation for the purpose of perching Stalin at the top of an 
incredible scaffolding of lics and impostures, and of forging for 
him the renown of a great man, of a hero, “sans peur, et sans 
reproche” of a protean and universal genius. The hagiography 
composed in honour of the dead Lenin is nothing besides the 
canonisation of the living Stalin. Followed up with a spirit 
of consecutiveness rare in the U.S.S.R., the enterprise reveals 
a continued tendency towards the crystallisation of a personal 
power that has the characteristics at once of Tsarism, Bonapart- 
ism and Fascism, with Oriental methods and American preten- 
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No Ink can transcribe the systematic stimulation inaugurated on 
the occasion of Stalin’s fiftieth birthday, and prolonged since in 
a crescendo of adulation, artificial veneration and adoration. 
Quotations can give only a very poor idea of it, since a few lines 
cannot sum up whole drifts of apologetic literature or reproduce 
typographic variations and illustrate the assorted iconography. 
It is incessant repetition of various processes which goes to 
fashion minds and which is able to determine an effective cur- 
rent among the crowds. 

After enlivening a slightly drab biography by attributing to 
Stalin everything that should have been laid to the account of 
Lenin, Trotsky and others, the bureaucratic camarilla, guided by 
experience, soon learned to forestall the desires of its master, to 
anticipate his intentions and stimulate his greeds. From 1930 on- 
wards there began a contagious outbidding among courtiers of 
every category, bent on outdoing the most obsequious or the 
cleverest. Scarcelv had it passed into circulation than the word 
“genius” became obligatory, and he who neglected to write it 
for any reason, or without a reason, rendered himself liable to 
suspicion, and exposed himself to grievous vicissitudes. Shameless 
and sordid servility suggested a thousand ways of advancement 
in a career by glorifying the tyrant. He was painted, he was 
sculptured in Napoleonic attitudes. There already existed a 
Stalingrad, a Stalino, a Stalin, a Stalinabad., Stalinsk, and Stalin- 
Aoul, but ingenious functionaries continue to bestow his name 
on new towns in so far as appropriate geographical terminations 
can be found: Sralinissi and Stalinir in Georgia, Stalinogorsk in 
Russia. The public is wondering what is restraining Stalin from 
bequeathing his name to Moscow, since the highest peak of the 
Pamirs already bears it. You can no longer count the innu- 

merable institutions and establishments alreadv under the same 
ensign. Careerist engineers call an extra-hard steel “stalinite.” 
The Soviet executive responded to a unanimous and unforced 
desire by conferring on Stalin the second order of the “Red 
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Flag.” He later decided to recompense services rendered to 
industry with a medal struck with his inevitable effigy, which 
is scattered throughout newspapers, is pasted all over walls, and, 
by an involuntary but all the more admirable symbol, reigns in 
the empty windows of shops denuded of goods. 

The men of letters, above all, vie with each other in dithyram- 
bic servility, hoping to gain some favour, a better paid post or 
a more copious ration, or—a passport for foreign countries. 
They know that Stalin is racked by a most painful sentiment of 
intellectual inferionty—Bukharin had been able to discern it 
long since—and is particularly avid of praise for his erudition 
and culture which are sadly limited. Here the truth loses all 
semblance of fact. Stalin “has always been distinguished by his 
profound understanding of literature,” said someone in the 
review, At the Literary Post. We ranks amongst the “profound 
connoisseurs and critics of Hegel,” according to a contributor to 
Revolution and Culture. We is one of “the most authoritative 
specialists in contemporary philosophic problems,” says a third. 
“In reality, certain pronouncements of Aristotle have only been 
fully deciphered and expressed by Stalin.” wrote a fourth in the 
Cultural Front, its outlandish gibberish penetrated with a pun- 
gent mockery. But this presumptuous daring is no more than a 
very cheap compliment, and you will find presently from a 
fifth encomiast that Socrates and Stalin are the highest peaks 
of human intelligence. One pedagogue announced in the most 
casual manner at the Communist Academy, “the full significance 
of Kantian theories can be finally embodied in contemporary 
science only in the light of C omrade Stalin’s last letter’”—that 
same scurrilous letter on “putrid liberalism” and ‘Trotskyist 
contraband.” “Every section, every line of Stalin's reasoning 
provides the most fertile theme for artistic works,” asserts a 
manifesto from the Association in commenting on a confused 
and interminable speech about the Plan, and it invites all writers 
and critics to meditate long and seriously on the text in question. 
In Soviet Land. a prose poem magnifies “the great face, the great 
eves, the great and incomparable brow” of Stalin, whose appear- 
ance produces the effect of “a rav of summer sunshine.” The 
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Literary Gazette is not afraid to extol him as a stylist: “It is 
up to linguistics and criticism to study Stalin's style.” This 
time the insult is obvious, the satire certain, and one might expect 
pitiless reprisals; but the eulogy is allowed to pass like the others. 
The editor of /zvestia declares in Congress: “On the threshold 
of the new age stand two unequalled titans of thought, Lenin 
and Stalin,” and he concludes, “Can anyone really write on any- 
thing unless he knows his Stalin? Never! Without Stalin no one 
can understand anything or write anything of interest.” Demian 
Biedny, fallen into disgrace, tries to purchase pardon by exclaim- 
ing at a meeting, “Learn to write as Stalin writes.” The same 
poetaster has lavished praise on others in the same vein. A literary 
woman sees Stalin quite simply as the direct successor of Goethe. 
One of Kalinin’s essays ends with the words, “Ask me who 
best understands the Russian language and Į reply—Stalin.” 
At the time of the tercentenary of Spinoza’s birth, Pravda sces 
Its way to insert in large letters among various philosophic 
extracts from Marx, Fingels and Lenin, several quotations from 
Stalin which had nothing to do with either Spinoza or philoso- 
phy. Yet Stalin accepts this clumsy rubbish without raising an 
evelid. After Aristotle, Socrates, Kant and Hegel, one Spinoza 
more or less is nothing to worry about. “There is no flattery too 
outrageous to offer this power which compares itself to the 
gods,” wrote Juvenal in other times but in similar circumstances. 

An indescribable apotheosis took place in 1934. when Stalin 
was pleased to call the Seventeenth Party Congress, three and 
a half years after the sixteenth, followed next day by a purge 
which lasted over a vear and “cleaned up’ "about 300,000 Un- 
worthy members. Everything grav itated then around the cele- 
brations of the most hated man in the Soviet Union. Elaborate 
preparation created the atmosphere, companies of sycophants 
and individual champions zealously outdoing cach other in 
panegyric. Fvervone busily collected and analysed the most 
banal platitudes of their idol and called them “world-historical” 
maxims. With the slightest pretext and on the flimsiest motives, 
orators and journalists vied in reiterating: “Stalin was right .. .” 
or “As Stalin said . . .” and everyone was at pains to invent new 
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epithets of praise, for ‘“‘shock-brigadier,” “legendary figure,” 
“beloved commander,” “genial thinker,” and “adored Stalin” 
lose their force by dint of repetition. At the opening of the Con- 
gress, the repertory swelled with new hyperboles, like that of 
Bukharin who styled Stalin “the field-marshal of the revolution- 
ary army.” The formula went as far as congratulating the “chief 
of the world proletariat,” co-responsible for all the defeats of 
the Third International since Lenin’s death, more personally 
responsible for the rout of 1927 in China, and directly responsi- 
ble, in 1933, for the blind policy which brought communism 
in Germany from shameful bankruptcy to helter-skelter dis- 
order and irreparable retreat without striking a blow. During the 
Congress a continuous hosanna went up from dawn to dusk on 
the “steel colossus,” the “great enginecr,” the “great pilot,” the 
“great master,” the “great architect,” the “great disciple of 
the great master,” the “greatest of the theorists,” the “finest of 
the Leninists,” and finally the “greatest of the great. . . .” Stalin 
is genial, very genial, most genial: he is wise, very wise, most 
wise; he is great, very great, the greatest. . .. Superlative declen- 
sion became the rule, and it was printed every day in every 
column and page of each newspaper, with a fawning subservi- 
ence and ecstasy quite untranslatable. In the Congress, modestly 
styled “the Congress of conquerors,” the record was beaten by 
one of the favourites, Kirov, who hailed “the greatest leader of 
all times and all nations.” The speeches opened and ended with 
a profession of faith in the superman’s glory, amid highly spon- 
tancous ovations and irrepressible acclamations. It is impossible 
to describe the reception accorded to Stalin himself when he 
read the report of the Central Committce. After the Congress, 
there was an endless echo in local assemblies, press columns, 
resolutions and telegrams. 

That is only one panel of the diptvch. The other represents 
the inexpressible ruin of the vanquished. For at the moment 
of supreme exaltation, Stalin vet wished to feast himself with 

“sweet vengeance.” He made his unfortunate adversaries lash 
themselves in public, confess their abjection to the tribunal, and 
cringe under the shouts of his minions, rabid enough to trample 
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them underfoot. Once more capitulators of the Right and of the 
Left admitted their errors, and some were cowardly enough 
to make accusations against each other. We need not have any 
doubt that they exhausted the utmost resources of their vocabu- 
lary in order to pour forth a feigned enthusiasm about the victor 
whom they were cursing in their hearts. A dirty business this, 
that defies description and comment alike, in which neither 
cheater nor cheated was taken in by the falsity of the situation. 
Yet nothing could convince the Bolsheviks in their frenzy of 
the shame of false repentance and ignominious persccution. 
“Among us, it is as easy to acquit as to condemn,” wrote Gorky; 
but in this mentality “you can see a solicitude to acquit one’s self 
of one’s own failings in advance.” In making his report Stalin 
had stated: “At this Congress there is nothing else to expose, 
no one else to attack.” In spite of this, blows were not spared 
against Trotskyism already retracted and annihilated many 
times, against supposed heresies rebutted and liquidated, against 
time-honoured opponents already rolled out flat and won over 
to the integral Stalinist orthodoxy. It is certain that the inflexible 
police and prison methods of Stalin are appropriate to the system, 
for they ensure him results in advance. At the close of the Con- 
gress, Sosnovsky, one of the last well-known partisans of the 
Opposition, sent his submission from Siberia, followed shortly 
by that of Rakovsky. Both disavowed their discomfited faction, 
renounced their impious ideas, repudiated Trotsky and paid 
homage to Stalin. In the prisons and isolation camps and convict 
settlements there remained only some couragcous political op- 
ponents, devoid of influence, their names destined to oblivion. 
The majority of Trotskyists were disgraced by their recanta- 
tions; the remainder, like Koté Tsintsadze, had died in exile. 
The millions of prisoners and banished, cut off from the national 
life, could not hope for any amnesty save by some catastrophic 
war. The person of Stalin was henceforth embodied in a dicta- 
torial majestv, without equal in the world and without prece- 
dent in history. 

From the course of events, the tracing of history and the 
unravelling of texts, there emerges in sufficiently clear relief this 
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repulsive character whose prodigious destiny it is so difficult to 
explain outside of the Soviet Union. We know now the abilities 
and the weaknesses of Stalin, the excessive disproportion between 
his intellect and his will, between his knowledge and his savoir- 
faire, and the reasons for his personal success gained over the 
ruins of the socialist programme of his Party. We have seen him 
patient, meticulous, wary of illusions as of words, and strong 
above all in his contempt for the individual and in his lack of 
principles and scruples. He is a product of circumstances, he 
owes his political fortune to his antagonists, though one can 
say as much of all his dictator contemporaries. He has not suc- 
ceeded in establishing himself without a certain flair, without 
natural facultics for intrigue and an effective alloy of coolness 
and energy. Clever at putting off disadvantageous solutions, 
at dividing his enemies and getting round obstacles, he shrinks 
before nothing if he can but attack, strike and crush. He had 
the dexterity to avoid in the Party the shedding of blood spilt 
so often in the country, to exhaust opposition by dilatory tactics 
combined with the gag, the pillory and the whole gamut of 
sanctions. We recognise him as cunning, crafty, treacherous, 
but also brutal, violent, implacable, and set always on the 
exclusive aim of holding the power he has confiscated by an 
accumulation of petty means. As Bakunin wrote of Nechayev: 
“Bit by bit he has come to convince himself that to establish a 
serious, indestructible society you must base yourself on the 
policy of Machiavelli and adopt completely the Jesuit system, 
with violence for the body and lies for the mind.” In the hardest 
struggle berween Bolsheviks and Mensheviks the latter often 
taxed the former with Nechayevism and Jesuitism, to the indig- 
nation of Lenin and his disciples. But a posthumous revenge was 
reserved for Martov with the rehabilitation of Nechayev at- 
tempted by various communist historians under Stalin, and it is 
not mere chance that one of them, A. Gambarov, ended his 
work with the statement that Nechayev’s anticipations “have 
become embodied in full in the methods and practice of the 
Communist Party of Russia in the course of its twenty-five 
years of history.” 
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Stalin has obviously not read Machiavelli, still less the astound- 
ing Dialogue in Hell between Machiavelli and Montesquieu, an 
anonymous book published in exile by a proscribed republican 
of the Second Empire, Maurice Joly. But he has followed by 
instinct the line of conduct traced in this ironical manual of 
cheating and duplicity whose precepts can be summed up in 
these almost literal lines: 


Separate morality from politics, substitute force and astutencss 
for ies paralyse the individual intelligence, mislead the people 
with appearances, consent to liberty only under the weight of 
terror, pander to national prejudices, keep concealed from the coun- 
try what is happening in the world and likewise from the capital 
what is happening in the provinces, transform the instruments of 
thought into instruments of power, remorsclessly inflict executions 
without trials and administrative deportations, exact a perpetual 
apology for every act, teach the history of your reign yourself, 
employ the police as the keystone of the regime, create faithful 
followers by means of ribbons and baubles, build up the cult of the 
usurper into a kind of religion, create a void around you thus making 
yourself indispensable, weaken public opinion until it subsides in 
apathy, impress vour name everywhere as drops of water hollow 
out granite, profit by the ease with which men turn informers, 
manipulate socicty by means of its vices, speak as little as possible, 
say the opposite of what you think, and change the very meaning 
of words. ... 


All this appears to have been written for Stalin, and resolves the 
oft-discussed problem of the traits common to Lenin and his 
heir. In the latter we can find no trace of the founder of the 
Soviet State. Ostensible differences apart, what was large and 
disinterested in Lenin, 1s shabby and mean in the epigone. On 
the other hand, there is between Stalin and Trotsky at least an 
essential psychological resemblance which sets them very much 
below Lenin: their claim to be infallible. Neither of them has 
ever sincerely admitted an error, whilst the first of the Bolshe- 
viks had often set the example of an honest self-criticism in his 
examination of himself. Like Napoleon who said “I was the 
master, it is on me that all blame lies,” even when his incapable 
lieutenants had done disservice to his plans, Lenin took the en- 
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tire responsibility of his Party’s actions upon himself. “The 
greatest chief of all times and all peoples” gives his measure by 
always throwing on other people—on inferiors and humble in- 
dividuals—the burden of his own incidental or permanent 
aberrations. 

Not only has he modified the meaning of words, as if under 
the inspiration of the apocryphal Machiavelli, but he changes 
the values of numbers, and accommodates them to the require- 
ments of his personal political calculations, under cover of rea- 
sons of State. It is the same with his arithmetic as with his ethics 
and aesthetics—all are subordinated to the conservation of 
power. The fewer communists the Party contains, the more 
members he counts. The total bordered on three million in 1934, 
including candidates, and more than five million of the youth, 
and could double at the Secretary’s fancy. Statistics string to- 
gether all sorts of numbers that are without interest or reality, 
but not those of the suicides, capital punishments, victims of 
the Plan, deaths due to famine and typhus. We cannot easilv 
find out how many imprisoned and deported keep up the main- 
tenance expenses of the Stalinist order—a number oscillating 
between 5,000,000 and 10,000,000. The G.P.U. itself would be 
incapable of giving exact estimates. 

A brochure of B. Shirvindt, director of prisons, reveals the 
number of condemnations pronounced by the tribunals in 1929, 
for the Russian Republic alone, without the Ukraine and Cau- 
casus, etc.: 1,216,000 against 955,000 the previous year, not 
including the sentences inflicted by the G.P.U. The death sen- 
tences had increased in this one vear by 2.000 per cent. These 
partial investigations throw a terrible hght on the repression 
carried out in the whole of the U.S.S.R. by the two jurisdictions 

even before the peak was reached at the time of collectivisation. 
It is easy to understand why the pamphlet of the imprudent 
official was withdrawn from circulation and the information it 
contained prohibited. But since 1935, there has been no less con- 
clusive information about the situation in the country as a whole, 
thanks to Solonevich, who was in a position to verify his cal- 
culations. He counts a minimum of 5,000,000 detained in the 
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concentration camps, without including those in the prisons and 
“isolators” or the various categories of those banished or exiled; 
and he estimates the total number of condemned at one-tenth 
the number of adult male inhabitants. It would be fairly near 
the truth, therefore, to envisage a figure approaching 10,000,000 
—to speak only of the living. 

As far as ribbons and baubles are concerned, Stalin had in- 
herited a military insignia, but he afterwards created two civil 
decorations, then, in 1934, the new distinction of “Hero of the 
Soviet Union”—apart from any recompense in money. On all 
points an intuitive Machiavellism guides him, often in its lowest 
form. The art of disguising his thoughts has no more secrets for 
him, his power of dissimulation equals his knowledge of provoca- 
tion. For a few months in 1932 he absented himself and let 
rumours spread of his approaching resignation, so as to dis- 
orientate his enemies and incite them to vent their satisfaction, 
to keep his spies supplied with work and to chastise the prattlers 
on his return. He is undoubtedly the origin of the rumours from 
which he draws profit. In truth, none of his predecessors has 
dared to falsify history with so much indecency, to play tricks 
with the truth, attribute to himself i imaginary superiorities and 

make himself a divine Augustus without the least title to dis- 
tinction. He even stretches ambition to the point of seconding 
his flatterers when, as in 1934, they give him credit for—an 
arctic expedition with which, of course, he had no more con- 
nection than with the rhetoric of Aristotle, the “midwifery” of 
Socrates, the ethics of Spinoza, the metaphysics of Kant or the 
dialectic of Hegel. His misfortune is that tribute ts always paid 
him by colleagues bound up with his fate, unconvinced under- 
lings, self-interested flatterers or the conquered who are tied 
hand and foot; never by a man who is in the slightest degree 
free. He succeeds, however, in mystifying the perverted youth 
by the credo quia absurdum, taught in the name of Leninism. 
Brought up from a tender age to ape adults, brigaded in bands of 
pioneers, spoilt by a parrot-like education and the evil example 
of their elders, poisoned with carecrism and egotism, the younger 
generation is to him an inexhaustible source for renewing cadres 
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in his own way and completing the servile clientele. The great- 
est defeat that socialism has ever known is precisely this col- 
lective depravity which consists in inculcating into children and 
adolescents the very opposite of a doctrine while still preserv- 
ing its vocabulary. 

It was not enough for Stalin to vitiate the so-called Soviet 
youth in this respect. The Third International has grown be- 
neath his hands into a despicable and sterile sect, has been trans- 
formed everywhere into an unconscious but active auxiliary of 
the counter-revolution. Just as the Polish communists had sup- 
ported the military coup d'état of Pilsudski, before burning 
their fingers with it, so those in Germany had several times made 
common cause with Hitler, only to expiate soon after in concen- 
tration camps and on the scaffold the insane policy of their 
bad shepherds. “The Conrmrunist International represents noth- 
ing and only exists by our support,” Stalin said one day before 
witnesses, and Lominadze took note of the remark; but the 
cynical “chief of the world proletariat” none the less persists 
in maintaining the parasitic sections of his fictitious Interna- 
tional. However, since 1925, he had decided in common accord 
with Tomsky to liquidate the affiliated “Red Trade Unions,” 
and accordingly took measures to do so. Tt would have been 
but the first step in preparing for a second, according to the 
logic of his views, bounded as they are by national horizons, 
what is more it would have been, in spite of himself, in the 
interest of the workers’ movement. The cries of the doctrinaire 
Left made him abandon his project, and at a later date, when 
he had overcome all opposition and there was no one to hold 
him back, he apparently no longer considered the matter urgent. 
He is, however, quite capable of striking from his budget a 
puppet International, just as he decreed in the winking of an 
eye the disappearance of the Association of Proletarian Writers, 
however small the advantage. He knows that the Comintern 
will never effect a revolution—"“not even in ninety vears” as 
he ironically remarked at the Politbureau in Trotsky" s pres- 
ence. But nothing decisive obliges him yet to get rid of such 
a tractable instrument, which he believes to be of use to his 
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costly personal renown and to the manceuvres of his double- 
faced foreign policy. He will keep it as long as possible at the 
price of the irremediable discredit of communism in the two 
worlds. 

Stalin has had the talent to endure, but only by disavowing his 
actions under a presumptuous phrascology. In 1934, the Bolshe- 
vik Congress ratified a second Five Year Plan, the relative pru- 
dence of which scarcely justified the victorious songs in honour 
of the first. At the preceding Party Conference, the official 
blusterers had calculated in advance for 1937 a production of 
a 100 milliard kilowatt-hours, 250 million tons of coal, 80 of 
naphtha, 22 of cast iron, etc., but the predictions fell to 38 for 
electricity, 152 for coal, 47 for naphtha and 16 for iron. Again 
it is only a matter of hypothesis, of which experience has proved 
the inanity. In other words, if by achieving the impossible, the 
second plan were better realised than the first, the U.S.S.R. after 
ten years of planification and twenty of revolution, would only 
produce about half the cast iron, a third the elec tricity and coal, 
and scarcely more than a third of the naphtha obtained in the 
U.S.A. for 1929 and that for a population more than a third 
greater. In respect of manufactured articles the comparison 
would be still more overwhelming. In 1933, at the International 
Economic Conference in London, Litvinov advanced the pro- 
posal of buying a milliard dollars’ worth of merchandise, so 
acute was the lack of goods in the country of records. His 
country meanwhile has the effrontery to affect a complete dis- 
dain for foreign provisions. The very paper which the Bolshe- 
viks use to deceive the public belies their fables of technical 
progress by its greyish dirty yellow colour and inferior quality. 
The conditions accepted to obtain de jure recognition from the 
United States, namely renunciation of subversive propaganda, 
admission of the clergy to the U.S.S.R.. etc., indicated that Sralin 
was disposed to every type of concession to immortalise his 
autocracy. He made admiring specches on President Roosevelr, 
kept to exclusively Russian problems in his conversations with 
Americans, predicted in 1933 the end of the world economic 
crisis, and made bantering jests about Trotsky’s internationalism 
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and the “permanent revolution.” He was ready on conditions 
and concessions to adhere to the League of Nations, which, he 
had lately said, “is rotting while still alive”; and the volte-face 
was complete in 1934 when he dared to present as a triumph 
the admittance of the U.S.S.R. into the League of Brigands. But 
the more external agreements he concluded, the more he con- 
centrated the power at home. Always haunted by the desire to 
keep a sharper watch on the details of his apparatus, he re- 
formed the police-direction by the interposition of a “procura- 
torship” between the Politbureau and the G.P.U.; after that he 
altered the administration, by recastings and transformations, of 
which he alone had the secret, the Congress which decided 
knowing only the pretexts. In 1934, he suppressed the Workers’ 
and Peasants’ Inspection, so dear to Lenin, and replaced it by a 
Sovict Control Commission, modelled on that of the Party. He 
reshuffled the staff of the “summits,” dismissing some of the 
People’s Commuissars; at the base, he multiplied the “political 
sections,’ which more directly transmitted the Secretariat’s 
orders; and he placed over all the bureaucracies in the prov- 
inces another more authoritative bureaucracy. In the same vear, 
he pretended to diminish the powers of the G.P.U., by trans- 
mitting them to the Commissariat of the Interior, but he effaced 
the name only to retain the system and the personnel, with 
Yagoda as chief, seconded by Agranov and Prokofiev, so that 
there was no definite change for the people. 

His rare interviews, accorded for diplomatic ends, when he 
utters the most outworn truisms of clementary socialism, which 
exclude frankness almost by definition, contain no matter of 
new or useful consideration but for one exception. In an inter- 
view with a German writer, Emil Ludwig, who obtained an 
entrée by classing him amongst the eminent historical person- 
aliies worthy of his studies. the inevitable evocation of Peter 
the Great incited him to reply by a turn of phrase concealed by 
a metaphor: “In whatever concerns Peter the Great, he was a 
drop of water in the sea, and Lenin a whole ocean.” He, Stalin, 
had no other aim than to be a worthy pupil of Lenin, that is to 
say, comparable to the ocean rather than the drop. He does not 
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understand, among other things, that the worker-Tsar was in 
his ume a leveller like himself, while forming with his “men of 
service” (sluzbilye liudi) the kernel of a future nobility. In 
Soviet Russia, levelling has gone on side by side with the forma- 
tion of a privileged bureaucracy, whose hierarchy conceals the 
embryo of a class or a dominant caste. The first Emperor of 
China, Tsin Shih Huang Th, a great organiser and deporter, who 
built the Great Wall, created an aristocracy of his own func- 
tionaries. In the same way Diocletian gave them titles that were 
not hereditary. It is not fatal that the Soviet bureaucracy should 
enlarge and consolidate its distinctive features, for its future 
will depend on international contingencies, not on the “clair- 
voyance” of its ‘ ‘genius. ” A reference by Ludwig to the 
three hundred years’ reign of the Romanovs permitted Stalin 
to abuse the innocence or courtesy of his questioner, by deny- 
ing all recourse to intimidation or terror, and alleging the una- 
nimity of the worker and peasant nation. Uprisings have been as 
frequent under Sovictism as under Tsarism. The insurrections 
in the Caucasus and in Turkestan after collectivisation indicate 
that latent exasperation is only waiting for an opportunity to 
burst out. This is not the place to linger on all the conversations 
held by Stalin with a journalist in quest of the sensational whom 
he laughs at shamelessly in ineffably serious tones. Nevertheless, 
an incidental reflection is still worth examining: “In what con- 
cerns our conscientious workers, they remember Trotsky with 
resentment, even with hatred.” Ludwig pretends not to know 
that in the Soviet Union no worker is allowed the right to a 
favourable opinion of Trotsky, or to the expression of it. But 
Stalin’s tenacious animosity is an interesting revelation of his 
basically vindictive character, without generosity or grandeur. 
Even against the defeated adversary, whom he pretends to fear 
no longer, and to a visitor doubly strange to Bolshevism, he 

roffers in security his spiteful and violent words. In the zenith 
of his power he employs the weapons of the powerless, and at 
the thought of the “Man of October” he emerges from his false 
impassivity and in spite of himself ceases to simulate “indiffer- 
ence with a marble pulse.” 
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One is always tempted to try to seize the meaning of a remote 
historic individuality by comparing it with others that are better 
known, to establish relations between the great revolutions and 
their protagonists. But whoever tries to find a figure approxi- 
mating to Stalin in the French Revolution, where several figures 
have certain resemblances to Lenin and Trotsky, will not meet 
him there except by borrowing several types to compose a syn- 
thesis. Without losing sight of the difference of place and time, 
or being too carried away by analogies, one must imagine a 
Fouché, a man in the middle-distance of the revolution, and in 
the foreground of the counter-revolution, one who has a few 
objective characteristics of a Bonaparte without victories. Stalin 
has not only the principal characteristics of Fouché, virtuosity 
in intrigue and police methods, but there may be noticed in them 
both very curious psychological and temperamental concord- 
ances, apart from the common origin of their education and the 
striking sinularities in their careers. Fouché also came from a 
seminary, renounced the sacerdotal calling, and later distin- 
guished himself in “dechristianisation.” Proconsul of the Con- 
vention in the provinces, he gave proof of exceptional terrorist 
energy which Stalin was to attain in an identical role—the 
requisitioning of supplies and the suppression of resistance. He 
passed through successive stages of revolutionary and counter- 
revolutionary evolution, and ‘adapted himself to each of them. 
In the year when the Consulate became the Empire, he ex- 
purgated the archives of Nantes, his native town, of all papers 
concerning him. Stalin was one dav to do the same, with the 
same arrière-pensée. If one is careful to observe due proportion, 
Bonaparte also can be taken as a comparison, for a reason 
which Jaurès indicates by pointing out that the man of Brumaire 
struggled against an obsolete form of counter-revolution, but at 
the same time introduced a new one, “the Caesarian counter- 
revolution, all the more to be feared because it retained on the 
surface some of the traits of the revolution which had been 
perverted.” It goes without saying that no analogies can be 
drawn between the General Secretary and the First Consul in 
regard to individual qualities—it is their objective role which 
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relates them. If Stalin had followed his inclination to favour 
private property, he would have become a sort of bureaucratic 
Bonaparte—less like the uncle than the nephew, the inheritor 
of a power conquered by others, and endowed with the sole 
genius of long patience. His schematic and limited socialism 
restrained him at a moment when the Left Opposition believed 
in the existence of Thermidor; and he turned against the rural 
districts after mastering the towns. But even in his war against 
the mujiks, he remained a peasant in his turn of mind, his man- 
ner and natural capacities; and this gives him some affinity with 
another dictator of a different rural extraction and a different 
intellectual class, but likewise a peasant—the Iron Chancellor, 
whose characteristics, as sketched by Engels, are typical of the 
Steel Secretary: 


Bismarck is a man of great practical sense, great cleverness, a born 
and accomplished man of affairs... . But very often an intelligence 
so developed in the arena of practical life cannot be separated from 
a corresponding narrowness of view... . Bismarck has never con- 
ceived even a trace of an original politic al idea. But he assimilated 
the ideas elaborated by others. This narrowness was fortunate for 
him. Without it he would never have been able to consider universal 
history from a point of view specifically Prussian. 


You need only change the last word to recognise certain traits 
of Stalin, who has them to a greater degree. 

Soviet subjects do not have to go so far to find the complete 
model of their despot. They may find it in the national and 
classical history of their country, notably in the caricatured 
image of a hero of Shchedrin in the Story of a Town, a work 
unknown in the west but very much prized in Russia, which 
owes a renewed vogue to the antipathy which Stalin inspires. 
In a town, or rather an allegorical region, where cach house, 
each social unit, has its “commander and spy,” and where the 
inhabitants, constrained to a barrack-like discipline, have on 
féte-days “the freedom of making forced parades instead of 
working,” a brute of a governor, Ugrium-Burcheyev, wields his 
savage rule, a symbol beyond all doubt of bureaucracy in uni- 
form. In these pages, which cannot be condensed, Shchedrin 
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gives an unforgettable silhouette of the “hermetically sealed per- 
sonage” whose visage is stamped with “a military and tranquil 
certainty that all questions have long ago been solved,” and 
who, having drawn a line, “believes he has enclosed the whole 
visible and invisible world within it.” The contemporary Rus- 
sian reader does not weary of seeing Stalin in this parodied 
reincarnation of the Minister Arakcheyev, only too well known 
by his colonies of soldier-peasants. Informed of this by the 
G.P.U., Stalin has taken upon himself in his turn to read the 
Story of a Town and to make the best of a bad bargain by risk- 
ing a placid allusion to the author. But nobody is deceived, and 
the bitter Shchedrin satire is propagated to the great prejudice of 
the invincible “field-marshal.” Stalinist functionaries have ex- 
erted their zeal in editing a Soviet fairy-tale for children in 
which Lenin, a prisoner on a desert island, flies away on a black 
swan in the company of a faithful Stalin, who proves his devo- 
tion and friendship by cutting off a finger to feed the carniv- 
orous bird on the journey. But, Ugrium-Burcheyev also cut off 
his finger as a pledge of love and abnegation for his chief. . 
Whether the coincidence be voluntary or fortuitous, the effect 
produced ts the same in ridiculousness. 

Any portrait of Stalin would be premature before his fall or 
his death. The most necessary documentation has disappeared 
through the care of the party most interested. Of his former 
comrades of the Caucasus, some are languishing in exile, others 
have their mouths sealed. The coffers of the Party, the G.P.U., 
and the Lenin Institute will nor give up their secrets until after 
a veritable historical upheaval—if indeed there still remain anv 
secrets in the dossiers. The dictatorial entourage will remain 
silent so long as it fears the dictator or his creatures. Till then 
the bringing to light of new material, correspondence buried in 
the cachettes, and memoirs of contemporaries who have had the 
good luck to survive him, will have to be awaited. Stalin has 
no friend, no confidant. He loves nobody, as far as anyone 
knows, and nobody loves him. Among his partners he can count 
only acolytes whose company he avoids frequenting, so much 
is he bored by their intellectual mediocrity. The only man whose 
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contact he has sought was Gorky, a captivating conversationalist 
as well as a great writer, and since his return to Russia Stalin’s 
guilty conscience. Perhaps later in Gorky’s papers, precious 
notes on his conversations with Stalin will be found. But the 
future Suetonius of this short-coated Caesar could only be one 
of his close police-auxiliaries—Yagoda for example. Biogra- 
phers inclined to study his private life, his family, his customs, 
will be interested through professional duty in his first wife, 
Catherine Svanidze, sister of a third-rate Bolshevik, and in James 
Djugashvili, the son she left on her death. They will seek the 
truth of the suicide of his second wife, the only daughter of 
Serge Alliluyev. According to a laconic communiqué published 
in the press, Nadiejda Alliluyeva died suddenly in the night of 
the 9th of November, 1932. She left two young children, Basil 
and Svatlana. The next day the rumour spread in Moscow of a 
suicide. There are still no written proofs nor public testimony, 
but to appreciate the knouto-Soviet State, the incontestable truth 
of the fact is less important than the general immediate convic- 
tion, suicide being the only possible manifestation of a sincere 
opinion under Stalin. 

This is not all, however, for the assassination of Kirov by a 
Bolshevik in December 1934, shows that the arm of despair may 
still serve, and for tyrannicide as well. Stalin’s immunity in the 
classic field of terrorism, in the country of Karakozov, Zasulich, 
Khalturin, Jeliabov, Perovskava, Sazonov, and Kalyayev, seemed 
for a long time inexplicable. Nevertheless in intimate discussions 
among communists, it was explained by various circumstances. 
Some considered as responsible the monstrous hypertrophy 
achieved by the police, the perfection of its preventive tech- 
nique, the elaborate mass of precautions taken to guard the 
Supreme Secretary, the pitiless system of hostages and the ter- 
rifying zeal in reprisals. (Under Tsarism, political assassins sac- 
rificed their own lives without the responsibility of risking that 
of their relatives and children.) Others maintained that indi- 
viduals holding power have too little time to serve as targets— 
the apparent responsibility shared by dictatorial institutions pre- 
serves each dictator in particular. Morcover, they added, modern 
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methods of deceiving opinion and spreading myths count a lot 
in the security of the rulers. These explanations contain some 
truth, but none of them demonstrates it completely. It is im- 
portant not to forget that the people, although dissatisfied with 
the present, definitely do not desire a return to past conditions 
but can cunceive of no better future. In this impasse, reformative 
goodwill loses its edge, and long years pass before a new revo- 
lutionary ideology is elaborated, susceptible of awakening pio- 
neering abnegation in its militants. But it is not surprising that 
terrorism in high places awakens a terrorism below. Nothing is 
known of the activities of Nikolayev, Kirov's assassin, nor of 
the circumstances of his act, nor of the subversive group to 
which he belonged, nor of a so-called plot against Stalin. Stalin 
was able to execute fourteen communists in order to silence them, 
after having ordered 103 prisoners to be put to death without 
involving them in the least suspicion of culpability or complicity, 
not to speak of proof. He was able to re-arrest and cast in prison 
the pitiable Zinoviev and Kamenev, whose retractions, humilia- 
tions and abasements can no longer be counted. With them 
were condemned 17 other ultra-Leninists, such as Yevdokimov, 
who had gone over to the Opposition, and then many times 
repented, and 78 of their deported comrades including Zal- 
utsky, Safarov and Vardin. He was able to forge an extravagant 
tale of preparations for assassination in order to throw mud 
upon gaged rebels, to overwhelm defenceless penitents, to at- 
tempt to compromise the inevitable Trotsky, in exile in a French 
province, and to present members of his “monolithic” and per- 
manently purified Party as “class enemies” seeking to provoke 
heaven knows what “armed foreign intervention” by the mur- 
der of one Russian by another Russian, one communist by an- 
other. No sincere person gives any credence to such fables, 
which have no more truth in them than the alleged confessions, 
dragged out under pain of death, or the repentance that follows, 
or immediately precedes. All that we know is that Stalin, in a 
panic, sacrificed 117 victims, not so much to the shades of 
Kirov as to his personal anxiety. 

Before attempting to investigate whether Nikolayev repre- 
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sented a superior ideal, or whether this family massacre of Bol- 
sheviks announced any turn, we must recall to the “terrorised 
terrorists” who continuously quote Marx and Engels, the phrase 
where the one stresses the specifically Russian modus operandi 
of the narodovoltsy: “They can be as little moralised upon, one 
way or another, as the catastrophe of Chios”; and also that 
phrase of the other apropos of the terror, the result of “the usc- 
less cruelties committed for self-reassurance by people who are 
afraid themselves.” Stalin’s hand does not tremble to deliver 
innocent prisoners to the executioner, but both of them trem- 
bled, Rykov says, the day the Right sent him in a triple resigna- 
tion. This man, who is supposed to be physically brave, has no 
moral courage whatsoever. He is not capable of looking a con- 
tradiction in the face, accepting the responsibility for his actions, 
hearing friendly criticism or asserting himself before an objector, 
and there is no meanness he will not stoop to if it is a question 
of conserving his power. One hundred and seventeen corpses 
are the ransom he exacts when a young militant, a son of the 
Bolshevik revolution, and brought up in the ranks of the Com- 
munist Party, resolves to translate a collective opinion in terms 
of revolver shots, through lack of being able to express it by 
legal and normal means. But he has created a state of affairs in 
which all serious antagonism must result sooner or later in sui- 
cide, like Skrypmik’s, or assassination, like Kirov's. Between dif- 
ferentiated bureaucratic fractions with their Stalins of every 
description and their Molotovs of every calibre, between their 
clans and their cliques, life and death are permanently burning 
questions. 

In the famous article, Better less, but better, that shone with 
the last brilliance of his mind, Lenin glimpsed a final clash be- 
tween the East and the West—between the revolution and im- 
perialism. “The issue of the struggle will depend in the end on 
the fact that Russia, India, China, etc., constitute the gigantic 
majority of the population. But the certainty of a definite social- 
ist victory for all time does not guarantee our immediate per- 
spectives. To assure our existence until the approaching armed 
conflagration between the counter-revolutionary and imperialist 
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West and the nationalist revolutionary East, that is, between 
the most civilised states in the world and the revolutionary 
States, backward as are all Oriental States, but which neverthe- 
less constitute the majority, this majority must have the ume 
to civilise itself.” And he underlined “We are not yet civilised 
enough to pass directly to socialism.” For quarter of a century, 
he dilated on an idea that Stalin has never been able to under- 
stand: “Socialism is impossible without democracy.” And when 
speaking of electricity, he explicitly envisaged the whole of 
culture. For him, as for his masters in doctrine, civilisation, 
democracy, and socialism are inseparable. And if Lenin's last 
words have the least value, they foretell no glory for Leninists 
like Stalin who have too consistently misunderstood one of the 
essential springs of history—what the two initiators of modern 
communism knew in their time as “the power of expansion of 
democratic ideas, and humanity’s innate thirst for liberty.” 


Postscript 


THE COUNTER-REVOLUTION 


E MUST distinguish a varied signifi- 
cance in the dates which we agree to 
consider important in this history: 
starting points and finishing points, 
sometimes mere sign-posts in the in- 
finite chain of cause and effect. The 
counter-revolution, which had been 
taking place in Russia since the illness 
of Lenin—some would trace it back to the sinister episode at 
Kronstadt—can be arranged in the chronological order of more 
or less significant events, all of which are undeniably connected 
despite their diversity. 

Some of these may escape exact precision in time, but they 
stand out very clear in character. The political defeats of 
Trotsky in 1923, of Zinoviev in 1925, of their coalition in 1927, 
of Bukharin in 1929 were landmarks in the rise of Stalin before 
his “genius” was proclaimed, and strengthened his dictatorship, 
but these defeats were followed by harsh penal reprisals in- 
flicted on the most resolute opponents, and were essentially the 
culmination of earlier developments. The inauguration of the 
first Five Year Plan in 1928, and the universal enforcement of 
the agrarian collectivisation will be judged of greater conse- 
quence from their effects than from their causes. The assassina- 
tion of Kirov at Leningrad in 1934 was an event of symptomatic 
significance, despite the insignificance of Kirov himself, who 
had unblushingly extolled Stalin as “the greatest leader of all 
times and all nations,” and it acquired an increasing interest by 
reason of its subsequent developments. Finally, the year 1937 will 
597 


598 STALIN 


be less held in honour as the twentieth anniversary of October 
and the conclusion of the second Five Year Plan, than in dis- 
honour as the culminating phase of an autocratic terror un- 
precedented in human memory. 

With the lapse of time the Kirov murder has assumed the sig- 
nificance of an event of the greatest importance. Despite the 
obscure and persistent reasons for deception by the “genial” 
Stalin on this violent death, there was little doubt from the out- 
set that the G.P.U. had contrived the crime—the murderer 
served only as an instrument, and the major responsibility fell 
on the all-powerful General Secretary. From all evidence, this 
business was an accident in the internal struggles of high Soviet 
society, a rivalry between two cliques, one of which had been 
able to arm or guide the hand of a young and fanatical com- 
munist. The 117 executions ordered by the “great and beloved 
leader” after the crime, the imprisonment of 97 former repre- 
sentatives of the old Bolshevik opposition of Leningrad—which 
had been dissolved—with Zinoviev and Kamenev at their head, 
the condemnation of the twelve Stalinist chiefs of the local 
police, and finally the deportation to Asia of some 100,000 
innocent inhabitants of Leningrad could deceive nobody. Stalin 
did not have the courage to make known the exact circum- 
stances of the murder, or the real motives of the murderer, any 
more than the charges brought against the so-called instigators 
or accomplices, (The verdict was only pronounced after pro- 
ceedings im camera.) Then again, the barbaric measures taken 
to reduce the population of Leningrad gave clear proof of a 
determination to root out some inimical trend, to nip in the bud 
some latent state of feeling after the failure to discover a real 
culprit. Three years later, Stalin, “the adored,” was to astonish 
the world by proclaiming to all and sundry that the principal 
assassin was none other than Yagoda, his closest colleague, the 
Chief of the G.P.U. in person, the man whom he had promoted 
to be Commissar for the Interior, the “sword-bearer” of the 
regime. 

But during the interval “the greatest man of our planet,” 
he is pleased to hear himself called, had brought accusations 
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against too many of his own followers hitherto above suspicion, 
and had piled up indictments of too many contradictory wrongs, 
too many untenable imputations and demonstrably impossible 
crimes. His assertions were made through the agency of a prose- 
cutor under his orders and of menial judges: they were con- 
firmed by defendants who were at once too unanimous and too 
simple-minded to be honest, too eager to blacken rather than to 
clear their own reputations, and who could only strengthen the 
general incredulity towards the official version. Under such 
totalitarian conditions one certainly cannot trust the word of an 
autocrat so absolute, so lacking in moral sense, so contemptuous 
of the truth that a single mysterious assassination can serve him 
for many years as justification for the massacre of his com- 
panions in arms. For from the ume of the Kirov murder, it is 
clear that he deliberately—in cold blood and after minute prep- 
aration—undertook the annihilation of many generations of 
Bolsheviks and disclosed his firm determination henceforward to 
leave nothing to chance. The chronology of the period is very 
revealing. Owing to the dull daily round of business there is 
often no time to assess the value of incidents, which pass unno- 
ticed; but they are later thrown into relief, and assume, perhaps, 
their full significance. Stains of blood become letters of fire, and 
dark places are illuminated by a sinister glow. 


2 


STALIN, as his biography proves, has never been farseeing, except 
on the vulgar plane of personal relationship when the preserva- 
tion of his power was at stake. In this respect the comparison 
of his writings and his speeches, both with one another and 
with his actions, is conclusive. Even when he exiled Trotsky, he 
did not in any way envisage his future, when, as an obsessed 
despot, his constant preoccupation would be to crush the in- 
domitable adversary he himself had placed beyond the power of 
his clutches. Since Lenin’s death he has been compelled to adopt 
a day-to-day policy by borrowing from right and left. He spec- 
ulated on the power of a State system at the mercy of his will, 
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by forcing fresh horrors or abrupt changes of front on the peo- 
ple sunk in poverty and ignorance, terror-stricken, stupefied 
and apathetic. A so-called soviet system was created by Lenin 
and Trotsky, in which, under the effective dictatorship of the 
Communist Party, the soviets had only a nominal existence, and 
which very rapidly degenerated into the omnipotence of an 
oligarchy. This system intercepted, destroyed, and repressed 
all initiative or complaints from below, through six intermediary 
bodies interposed between the top and the bottom, and it still 
permits Stalin to govern without foresight. 

The following is the unimpeachable testimony of the Ameri- 
can communist worker, Andrew Smith, after his return from 
Russia disillusioned in Bolshevism: “When Kirov was killed, the 
workers of the Flectrozavod (the factory in which the witness 
worked in Moscow) beamed with joy. 1 hey hoped that Stalin 
would meet the same fate. And yer they unanimously voted for 
the Bolshevik resolutions . . .” With the power of life and death 
over Sovict subjects and, furthermore, with the monopoly of the 
press which he uses to deceive others when he is not deceiving 
himself, Stalin can casily obtain such results. But the tragedy 
of Smolny, the first terrorist reply to his policy of terror, gave 
him food for thought. He felt the warning bullet whistle past 
and, after burying Kirov, he prepared at one and the same 
time supplementary precautions, preventive measures and 
terrible reprisals. 

He was sufficiently well informed of the state of public fecling 
by the svodki (summarised reports) of innumerable police 
agents, not to cherish illusions as to the sentiments he inspired, 
even in the most vehement of his professional apologists. He 
could not in any sense have been the dupe of the adulation and 
the extravagant praise bestowed upon him by his known 
enemies, with rage in their hearts, vying with treacherous 
friends whose fortunes were linked with his, but who were 
ready to betray him at the first favourable opportuniry. He 
knew that he was hated on all sides, that his downfall was 
prayed for, that a thousand deaths were wished upon him and he 
was aware of the current storics which expressed the secret 
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opinion of the masses. The whole terrorised population spoke 
aloud the opposite of what was in the minds of all, daily 
glorifying the “country’s best son,” the “master of wisdom,” 
the “great mechanic of the locomotive of the revolution, 
Comrade Stalin.” He could never reconcile the Bolsheviks of 
the “Old Guard,” nor those of the younger generation, who 
despised and cursed him while paying him the obligatory daily 
homage. He had nothing to fear from the communist veterans 
nor their unworthy successors—the former relegated to honor- 
ary posts, the latter to ordinary jobs. His uncompromising 
adversaries were in prison, in isolation cells or in exile; those 
who had “given in”—the “capitulators’—were humiliated, out- 
cast, discredited, or had already exhausted themselves in sterile 
historical exegeses and confessed themselves incapable of con- 
scientious or energetic attack. But it was not without fear that he 
saw growing up a young, censorious generation, which had still 
to make a name for itself, but had already asserted itself bv the 
resounding action at Leningrad, despite the numerous pitiless 
purges carried out by the G.P.U., in the Universities as well as 
in the factories. 

His dictatorial prefect at Leningrad, Zhdanov, Kirov’s suc- 
cessor, one day went so far as to ler slip a significant admission: 
“Why should our youth learn about Jeliabov, Ryssakov, Perov- 
skaya, anv more than about the heroes who sprang from the Bol- 
shevik Party: 2” In other words, Kirov’s murderer, compared to 
the legendary zarodovoltsy, of glorious memory in the tradition 
common to all socialist schools, is thus justified by those who 
identify themselves with oppressors. In the eves of Stalin, how- 
ever, the danger began to take concrete form. The widespread 
information of the police svodki combined to attract his atten- 
tion, to awaken his uneasiness and to stimulate his vigilance. It 
was then, no doubt, that two complementary designs were born 
in his mind and began to assume shape. After careful considera- 
tion of the feelings of the country and of the circumstances, he 
could make use of the classical expedients of throwing out ballast 
and tightening the screw, thus 1 inaugurating at one and the same 
time, a vast diversion and an atrocious repression. 
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The great diversion was to be the “genial project” of the 
Constitution of the “genial leader,” announcing to the peo- 
ples of the U.S.S.R. all the desirable liberties—but always in the 
future: liberty of speech, of the press and of worship, with 
equal universal suffrage, direct and secret; the right of assembly, 
of coalition and of demonstration; the inviolability of corre- 
spondence and of the home; the security of the person. Thus 
Stalin discovered in 1935 what has long existed and been more 
or less carried into effect in Europe and America. This opening 
of an era of democratic felicity was indeed unique, for appar- 
ently no demand had preceded it, since Soviet society was re- 
puted to enjoy perfect democracy and unmixed happiness in the 
“socialist fatherland.” But after the warning of Leningrad and 
the executions that followed it, Stalin, ever anxious to increase 
the well-being of his subjects, determined to bestow out of the 
generosity of his soul, and in spite of everything and everyone, 
a new Constitution, “the most democratic in the world,” which 
had been the exact definition of the previous Constitution. Thus, 
says the press under his orders, he replies to Hitler, he strikes 

“a blow at the heart of fascism,” he shows an astonished uni- 
verse the ideal regime—on paper—in contrast to fascist Italy, 
and above all, to national-socialist Germany. 

Now was not this democracy of the future supposed to 
exist in its fulness and entirety at that very time? And if it was 
a question of replying to Hitler, would not the promised democ- 
racy owe its origin to him rather than to Stalin? Objections, 
which no one in the U.S.S.R. was allowed to formulate under 
pain of death, were of little importance to the “Father of the 
peoples.” Thus Stalin, even before Zhdanov and in emulation of 
Lenin, who justified the insurrection of Kronstadt by hastening 
to decree the N.F.P., seemed to justify Kirow’s assassination by 
hastening to decide on constitutional reform. (It should be noted 
that the sailors of Kronstadt were butchered for having de- 
manded, among other things, respect for the Soviet Constitu- 
tion.) In January 1935, immediately after the condemnation of 
the 97 Left Communists known as “Zinovievists,” who were 
charged only, and im camera, with vague moral responsibility 
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for the Kirov murder, Stalin secured in the Central Committee 
of the Party the adoption of his first draft, which Molotov 
unexpectedly brought to the Seventh Congress of the Soviets, 
then in session, to the utter stupefaction of everyone. There 
followed the inevitable explosion of gratitude and love addressed 
to “our father” Stalin. At the same Congress, Molotov pro- 
claimed: “The Russia of the N.E.P. has become Socialist 
Russia.” The Stalinist Constitution was to consecrate the advent 
of the first classless society. 

The great repression was undertaken in 1935 by Stalin, the 
“engineer of souls,” as he styles some of his fellows. It went 
hand in hand with democratic, or to use the fashionable word 
of the period, “humanist” professions of faith. It was aimed 
especially at all communists suspected of still taking seriously the 
least vestige of original Bolshevism. It also included the last 
survivors of the old socialist and reformist groups of parties 
still attached to the memory of traditional ideals. It was inaugu- 
rated directly after the Kirov murder and it formed an extension 
of the permanent civil war waged by the G.P.U. on the sup- 
posedly intractable population, who were, in reality, perfectly 
submissive, but had been provoked by insupportable conditions 
of life and work and tormented by an exacting, incapable and 
brutal bureaucracy. 

The mass deportations from Leningrad corresponded to 
analogous measures in all the Russias. There was a “clean-up” 
of the so-called sovict institutions and above all of the com- 
munist organisations. In conjunction with the G.P.U., Control 
Commissions everywhere made ceaseless investigations, tracked 
down heresy and hunted down heretics. A formal purge of the 
Party had taken place in 1934, and another followed in 1935, 

under the pretext of “the verification of political identification 
papers.” This latter purge was barely over, when it was followed 
by a third in 1936 ` ‘at the time of the renewal of the papers.” 
Each one ended in some 300,000 expulsions, about a million 
in three years, or one third of the total effectives, estimated at 
almost three million in 1934 (to be precise: 1,872,000 plus 
935,000 probationers). A large number of those expelled since 
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1935 were hounded down by virtue of Article 168 of the Code, 
for abuse of confidence, and severe punishments were secretly 
imposed; very often entire families, wholly innocent, suffered 
the same fate; the latest exiles to Siberia and elsewhere are 
counted by hundreds of thousands. Thousands of foreign com- 
munists who had come from Germany, Austria, Italy, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, to seek refuge in the “socialist father- 
land” were in their turn run to earth by the G.P.U., and soon 
joined the others in the concentration camps and convict prisons. 
All this did not prevent Stalin from saying to the American 
journalist, Roy W. Howard: “According to our Constitution, 
political émigrés have the right to reside in our territory. We 
grant them the right of asylum, just as the United States grants 
it to political émigrés.” An interpretation of the right of asylum 
which gives an idea of the prospects to be opened up by the 
future Constitution. 

Over and above the work, great or small, carried out by his 
muleitudinous police on general instructions, the “giant of 
thought,” as his encomiasts call him, settles many special cases 
and operates himself in this, his own, sphere. Stalin has a special 
method, already familiar, of ensuring his preservation of power: 
ceaselessly he alters, one by one, the camarilla which surrounds 
him, by substituting for worn-out servants new men eager to get 
on; in order to govern, he tirelessly appoints, replaces and alters 
his staff. With his frequent purges, his repeated rearrangements 
of the staff of every rank in the various spheres of public activ- 
ity, he obviously never ceases to disorganise the personnel and to 
paralyse work; such confusion causes incalculable loss, especially 
in the national economy; in the Soviet administration the result 
is chronic chaos through lack of continuity, responsibility and 
general competence. But the revolutionaries of yesterday offend 
the great Conservative of today, and Lenin’s party is henceforth 
a dead weight for him, and often an intolerable obstacle. He 
first defeated Trotsky in the name of the “Old Guard,” 
depository of sacred principles, of sacrosanct routine. He drew 
all possible profit from it to maintain himself at the summit 
of the bureaucratic pyramid, and won for himself a semblance 
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of prestige from a section of the untutored youth. Now he 
needed men with no political past whom he could teach in his 
own way and who would constitute a more stable clientèle, 
bound to his personal destiny. As a contemporary Russian 
writer, who is also a good psychologist, expresses it: “He does 
not like men with a stainless past”; for the deficiencies of his 
henchmen give him a hold on their souls. The instruments of 
his domination over his direct auxiliaries are at once and in turn 
the rifle and the dossier, the prison cell and the police chit. 
He holds his Politbureau and his Central Committee not only by 
the constant threat of the death sentence and a perpetual sur- 
veillance, but by his knowledge of the misfortunes, the corrup- 
tion and the short-comings of their private lives; at need, he 
invents them, he lays snares for the imprudent by means of his 
double-crossing agents; he corrupts, demoralises, incites and 
provokes in order to enrich his filing cabinets and his revolting 
arsenal. When a henchman hesitates before an impossible task, 
Stalin can compel him by fear of dishonour or break him with- 
out resistance. If he judges it necessary to sacrifice a gifted 
individual but one too tired or too unmanageable, he supplants 
him by pushing forward either a “man with no political past” or 
someone little worthy of commendation, and thereafter no 
consideration holds him back. It is when we know this, that we 
can truly appreciate his memorable words, spoken at the height 
of the terror: “You must reach the understanding that of all 
the precious assets existing in the world, the most precious and 
decisive are the cadres.” 


3 


IN AN atmosphere of tense emotion, still heavy with the proa- 
longed vengeance of Kirov’s murder, the concert of dithyrambic 
praise rose to a crescendo in honour of “our sun” (sic), broken 
by vague threats addressed to the invisible “enemies of the 
people.” But the enthusiasm to order concealed undecipherable 
political realities. In February-March 1935, after the sudden 
death of Kuibyshev,—to all appearance a natural one, for the 
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Vice-President of the Council of Commissars was addicted to 
drink,—Stalin proceeded to enact one of those administrative 
shuffles of which he alone has the secret. An official “with no 
political past,” although already fourth secretary of the Central 
Committee for barely a month, Nicholas Yezhov became Presi- 
dent of the Control Commission of the Party in place of L. 
Kaganovich, appointed Commissar of Transport in which post 
he succeeded Andreyev, the latter replacing Yezhov at the 
Secretariat. The rearrangement of personnel interested no one 
outside the Dictator’s immediate circle. But Yenukidze, for 15 
years the immovable secretary of the Executive Committee of 
the Soviets of the U.S.S.R., was liberated from his duties, since 
the Soviet Executive of Transcaucasia desired to have him as 
its president. The Attorney-General, Akulov, replaced him, and 
Vyshinsky, Assistant Attorney, became Attorney-General. 
Experienced observers were in no doubt; Yenukidze was lost. 
his so-called liberation preceding his disgrace; in exchanging 
the post of secretary at Moscow for the title of president 
at Tiflis, he took the path to the cemetery. In fact, three 
months later he was dismissed for degeneracy, laxity of morals, 
and frivolity; some days later he was expelled from the Party. 
that is to say, he was handed over to the G.P.U. But no 
one could flatter himself that he had grasped at the time the 
precise significance of the decrees relating to Yezhov and to 
Vyshinsky. In these appointments, however, was expressed the 
premeditation of the wisest of the wise. 

At this time Yezhov was a “man with no political past,” but 
not without a career. Little is known of him. except that he was 
the best incarnation of Stalin’s bureaucratic school. A former 
soldier in the Red Army, promoted Military Commissar, he had 
climbed all the rungs of the Bolshevik hierarchy; as secretary 
of committees of increasing importance up to the Central 
Committee, he had directed for four vears one of the essential 
services of the Party, that of the cadres. Having reached this 
stage, he knew the personnel, and was thoroughly conversant 
with his profession of “engineer of souls.” Stalin must have 
noticed him early, inculcated in him his own methods and 
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assured him so rapid a promotion. As president of the Control 
Commission, a sort of G.P.U. reserved for communists, he was 
soon to justify his master’s confidence. 

The Control Commission had ceased to be the commission of 
former years. In 1934, Stalin “liquidated” the old Commission, 
a body of 187 members consisting of old militants with a repu- 
table past; at the same time he liquidated also the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Inspection. For these he substituted two smaller com- 
missions, the first of 61 members for the Party, the second of 
70 for the Soviets, both for the most part composed of new 
members. By this reshuffle he rid himself of some 150 undesir- 
able veterans. Not that they would have dared to permit them- 
selves the least opposition, overt or covert; they realised too late 
the mistake they had made ten vears earlier in supporting their 
future grave- digger i in his struggle with an imaginary Trotsky- 
ism; but their contempt for Stalin equalled the hatred with 
which he repaid them. It was against them and their generation 
that he gave proof of his enmity, at the same time settling a per- 
sonal account, when he transferred Yenukidze, in order the 
better to get rid of him. But he did not stop there. In May 1935, 
he suppressed the Society of Old Bolsheviks, pre-eminently 
the Old Guard, which silently irritated him. The following 
month he dissolved the Association of Former Political Prisoners, 
where a vestige of free speech still existed in the stifled tones 
of confidential intercourse. In February 1936, he finally 
liquidated the Communist Academy, also composed of veterans, 
and for similar reasons. No one guessed then at what goal the 
man, whom Radek called the great architect of socialism, was 
aiming. 

In liquidating these institutions, considered in his circle as the 
most venerable, Stalin freed himself of many scruples and visibly 
cleared the ground for liquidating much else. In any case he 
renounced a heritage of which he had once asserted that he was 
the faithful guardian. That he wished to break with Lenin's 
party was implied in May 1935, in a toast to the Red Army, in 
which he effaced the customary distinction between the Party 
and the rest of the world: “To the health of all Bolsheviks, 
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members of the Party and those outside the Party. Yes, those 
outside the Party. Those who belong to the Party form only a 
minority. Those outside the Party form the majority. But 
among those outside the Party, are there not real Bolsheviks?” 
' This was the repudiation of the notion of the Party “above 
everything,” in spite of a somewhat shabby explanation: 
“. . « They have not joined the Party, either because they 
have not had the time, or because they hold the Party in such 
high esteem, they sec in it such a sanctuary, that they wish to 
prepare themselves further before entering it... .” Two days 
later he was not afraid to declare in a speech to the Military 
Academy: “. .. We speak too much of the merits of the lead- 
ers, of the merits of the directors. To them are attributed all, or 
almost all, our achievements. That, clearly, is incorrect and 
false.” Such remarks, issuing from such a mouth, do not appear 
credible. They must be interpreted as a prohibition of the prais- 
ing of more than one man, we shall see the proof of this later. 
When all the Russias, under the Stalino-Chekist knout, say the 
opposite of what they mean, Stalin owes it to himself to practise 
what he preaches. On the morrow of this invitation to lower 
the tone of the culogies of the leaders, this is how Bukharin, 
partially restored to favour, observed instructions under pain 
of final disgrace, the equivalent of death: “We all wish to 
touch him, to feel the force of that powerful mind, of that 
will which radiates in every direction, of that astonishing and 
beloved man. Human waves carry him along. What a demon- 
stration of unity! What an unforgettable scene of indestructible 
union!” Bur all this was about Stalin. Enough can never be said 
of the “genial pilot.” 

The Stalinist liquidation of the old Bolshevism and the old 
dignitaries, to which Yezhov, aided by Yagoda, the famous 
“sword-bearer,” especially devoted his attention, did not fore- 
stall the evil, but the very relative good, which the U.S.S.R. 
might still expect from the twilight of a socialist tradition. It was 
in strict correlation with the abandonment of a cumbersome and 
inharmonious past, where the best of the now superannuated 
intentions mingled with the worst of the recent innovations. 
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The martyred country would not have suffered so greatly if the 
recrudescence of counter-revolutionary terror had not fallen on 
a population divorced from politics, if the reaction had seemed 
frank, logical, conscientious, with all its consequences, instead 
of being carried out by new tactical zigzags, by empirical experi- 
ments and implicit, but none the less cynical, disavowals. It 
would have been too much to expect $ Stalin openly to dispense 
with theories condemned by facts and by history. However, 
among the reforms introduced during this period under the 
irresistible pressure of circumstances, both in the sphere of 
economics and in that of social customs, there are some which 
register decisive failures, in the absence of spiritual and political 
progress, This is the revenge of natural laws, the protest of the 
vital forces of every society, against an inhuman and useless 
“experiment.” 

In contrast to Lenin, who called an error an error, a defeat a 
defeat, who always shouldered the responsibility for his actions 
and was able to revise invalid and worn-out notions, Stalin’s 
system is to lay the blame upon his subordinates, whom he makes 
his expiatory victims in order to appear infallible. He alternates 
between violence and promises, in order to conceal his failures, 
and issues bulletins of victory at each decision to sound a 
retreat. Under the goad of imperative and changing necessities, 
and since he lacks the power of comprehensive vision as well as 
of gencralisation, he must have recourse to palliatives, to half- 
measures, to empirical correctives, sometimes to a complete 
volte-face in order to rebuild from the ruins, where the dav 
before he claimed he would make a clean sweep. Besides, it is 
his habit to take away with the left hand, on the first propitious 
occasion, what he is compelled to grant with the right. One 
can understand that the people, satisfied with the return to 
manv normal customs, but always oppressed and exploited, are 
not in the least grateful to him for the slight palliatives of 
their misery, and regard them merely as inadequate instalments 
on their just due. But since the great retreat—whether provi- 
sional or definitive—is a startling reality extending all along the 
line, except in the matter of internal policy where the democratic 
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concessions remain purely on the surface, it is important to 
follow the stages which promiscd immediate or future reper- 
cussions. Alexander Herzen has said of Tsarist Russia: “The 
most impossible things are achieved among us with incredible 
speed; changes, which in their importance are equivalent to 
revolutions, are carried out without being noticed in Europe.” 
In addition to the terrific agrarian collectivisation which has 
overthrown the Russian peasantry and the ancestral mode of 
cultivation, Stalin’s counter-revolution verifies the full signifi- 
cance of this reflection three quarters of a century later. 


4 


Tue year 1935 had begun with the withdrawal of the bread 
cards, the first step toward the withdrawal of the other food 
cards in September. This implied the unification of prices and 
consequently the end of rationing and of unceasing regulation. 
An impulse was then given to the partial restoration of trade 
and of free markets. A year later the Torgsin, shops which sold 
in exchange for the precious metals or for foreign currency, 
were closed down, and simultancously the rouble was stabilised, 
sanctioning officially a devaluation of 77.5 per cent. This 
marked the end of the fictitious parity of the rouble, of the boasts 
about “Soviet money, the most stable in the world”; it was the 
collapse of the theory and practice of State distribution substi- 
tuted for supply and demand. The Bolsheviks have thus failed, 
after as before the N.E.P., in their attempts to create an economy 
without commodities and without money, in which the State 
plan would regulate the exchange of products, and money would 
have only a nominal valuc. The high rate of the new rouble at 
this period was still artificial, for the real depreciation appeared 
in the enormous divergence between domestic prices and those 
in the world market. But there was a clear tendency toward a 
more healthy fiduciary circulation of the classical type, based 
upon bullion reserves and better adjusted to the volume of 
trade. The Bolsheviks, wrote T. G. Masarvk in his Mémoires, 

“sought for and found things which had long existed and were 
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well known”; there is hardly any sphere “in which the alphabet 
will not be rediscovered.” This observation is particularly ap- 
plicable to Stalin and his discoveries in almost every direction. 

In agriculture, the new statute of the kolkhoz confirmed and 
accentuated in 1935 Stalin's previous retreat if not before the 
peasants at least in face of the famine. Henceforth the inhabitants 
of the kolkboz would have the right, over and above their isha, 
to a small individual or family holding of half a hectare on an 
average, sometimes of one hectare, and to the personal possession 
of livestock: a cow, two young horned animals, two sows and 
their farrow, ten she-goats or ewes, rabbits, poultry, and twenty 
beehives. In the pasture lands, two or three cows and ten to 
twenty-five ewes, and even eight to ten cows and a hundred to 
a hundred and fifty sheep according to the locality. The reopen- 
ing of the markets, the permission granted to the collective 
farmers to sell their surplus there, the remission of the debts 
owed by the kolkhboz to the State, the definite delimitation 
of their territory—these various measures, and others of fuller 
detail, to some extent relieved the population of the country- 
side. Thanks to them the threatened food-supply was ensured 
through private initiative. This was the flagrant defeat of the 
integral collectivisation predicted to the blare of trumpets at 
the time of Stalin’s “dizziness” in 1930, and the failure of collec- 
tivisation imposed by the violence of the Party. Meantime, 
private cultivation developed by sheer force of circumstances. 

A stronger reaction still, alternately ridiculous or dishonest, 
appeared in the changed attitude toward the new prejudices, 
the external appearance of austerity, the very style of Soviet 
life. Stalin authorised and decreed pell-mell one after the other, 
high spirits, obligatory love, family happiness, paternal duty, 
filial respect, feminine coquetry, masculine elegance, regulated 
pleasure and gaiety to order, stereotyped laughter, poetry and 
humanism, rouge and finery, neckties and detachable collars. 
After providing dear bread that was available at last without 
cards, he bestowed or conceded games and spectacles, song and 
dance, crackers and Bengal lights. Daily he “rediscovered the 
alphabet.” After an initial Thermidor, prolonged by intermi- 
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nable serialisation, there followed, like an avalanche, a very banal 
Directory. There were discussions about what Karl Marx wore 
round his neck, hidden by his beard, but the sailor-knot of 
Lenin was the dénouement of the controversy. Fashion maga- 
zines, formerly forbidden as subversive, were imported or 
printed; invitations were extended to Parisian dress-makers; 
Comrade Molotova interested herself in perfumes, lotions and 
creams. After Leninism with nitric acid, Stalinism with rose- 
water and Socialism with cau de Cologne. Manicurists were 
installed in the factorics—the only factories in the world where 
there existed prisons and guard rooms. The reform of the Civil 
Code put barriers in the way of divorce, sanctioned paternity 
investigations, condemned abortion, restored the family to 
honour. The State encouraged the birth-rate by minute grants, 
beginning with the . . . seventh child! Regular marriages were 
encouraged, as also conjugal fidelity, love of the fatherland and 
desire for offspring, thnft, and seven percent interest. Love 
was no longer a bourgeois conception, nor jealousy a proprie- 
tary sentiment. But the parvenu militants deserted their work- 
ing-class wives, hardened in the struggle, and married young 
actresses, in the absence of daughters of bourgeois or aristocrat. 
The capitalists, who were anathema only shortly before, were 
indiscriminately imitated; people vied with one another in 
aping the “rotten West,” especially its faults, which they copied 
to excess. At the Kremlin—banquets, receptions and cham- 
pagne. The Party organised balls, feasts, festivals, and carnivals. 
They put flowers on the balconies, but they did not put them 
on the tombs of the millions of victims. One fine day Stalin 
visited Tiflis and spent a few minutes with his mother, for- 
gotten for vears, thus illustrating that very new truth that chil- 
dren must honour their parents. Hie had himself photographed 
with his children and with other children. He was the centre of 
adnuration, he was extolled, he was imitated. No one might so 
much as mention the millions of abandoned orphans. In the 
midst of this “command performance,” a decree extended the 
application of the death penalty for delinquents and criminals 
as from the age of twelve. 
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The mass of the population might stand aloof from such 
anachronistic and pretentious rejoicings, but a large part of the 
youth took delight in abandoning themselves to these novelties. 
The authorities sought for and found “things which had long 
existed and were well known”: for the young who were dis- 
illusioned with the machine age, saturated with the black broth 
of theories, worn out with politics, theses and slogans. They 
provided sport in all its forms, parachutism, gliding, arctic ex- 
plorations, expeditions to Central Asia. It goes without saying 
that everything seemed good to young and old which served as 
an escape, or outlet, or diversion; everything which took them 
further from the centres where they were in constant terror of 
the G.P.U., the Party and military service. The press gave first 
place to the heroes of the North Pole, to acronautical exploits, 
to every kind of prowess. At the expense of the hard-working 
country, Stalin distributed dolls to some, to others watches, 
not to mention roubles, accordions, phonographs—here to clever 
children, there to deserving workmen, and most often to time- 
serving officials. 

He hastened to register the results of this “offensive on the 
cultural front,” to use the Bolshevik jargon, by declaring: 
“Life has become better, comrades. Life has become more 
joyful.” As a result, the ten thousand newspapers of the U.S.S.R., 
through a hundred thousand slavish pens, daily paraphrased the 
profound speech of the “thrice great master” on the happy life. 
The millions of members of the Party and the Communist 
Youth vied with one another in repeating it, conjugating it, 
declining it. Some days after this pronouncement, Stalin 
appointed Yagoda, his closest colleague, Commissar-General 
for National Safety. Who knew what was being prepared? 
As it was, the year 1935 ended with an apparent miracle: a 
Christmas Tree, baptised for the occasion, the New Year Tree. 
Only holly and other accessories were lacking to obtain the 
full value of the permission, but everyone declared that they 
would have them ready for next year. 

Pursuing his alphabetical discoveries, Stalin succeeded in 
conceiving an original method for increasing the output of work: 
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it consisted in paying the producers in proportion to their pro- 
duction. Piece-work wages were reintroduced: they were the 
object of hate under the capitalist regime, yet excellent under 
the emblem of the hammer and sickle. But the system of maxi- 
mum payments limited the earnings of the best workmen, who 
lacked every inducement to apply themselves to their work. 
There was no personal interest, in the absence of adequate wages 
and available goods, and no higher, collective stimulus, since 
social solidarity was non-existent under the yoke of a hateful 
bureaucracy. Besides, the “norms” or minima of production 
were very low in comparison with the results obtained in eve 

other country, because of the unskilled labour and the low level 
of life. In 1935, the withdrawal of the system of cards, rations 
and reserved shops changed the conditions of supply; remunera- 
tion in proportion to work modified the behaviour of the work- 
ers. “Norms” that remained too low had to be raised. They 
sought for and found “things which had long existed and were 
well known” elsewhere—under the names of Taylorism and 
the sweating system—but only too well known already in the 
U.S.S.R. as “socialist emulation” and “shock labour.” Once 
more rationalisation, economy of movement, and division of 
labour were rediscovered. The result was stakbanovism, so 
called after the miner, Stakhanov, who first put into practice 
the new gospel under special conditions. The udarniki (shock 
volunteers) became stakhanovists, but were paid in proportion 
to their labour, with the result that wages could now vary from 
the normal to ten times the normal rate. To accelerate the tempo, 
to stimulate the champions and break records, all the honours 
and advantages were conferred on the foreman, thus defrauding 
his comrades by a strange combination of injustice and impos- 
ture. Various methods of deception and quackery were em- 
ployed, in order to increase the propaganda. Stalin thought he 
could deceive all Russia and the whole world by trying to make 
it believe that the work of a gang of ten to twelve men on an 
average was that of a single record breaker. He has only suc- 
ceeded in dividing the working class more profoundly against 
itself, in aggravating the social differentiation by the excessive 
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inequality of wages, in obtaining some intensification of work 
and the raising of the norms. But a quantitative increase of 
production was only achieved to the detriment of the quality of 
the products, at the cost of a disastrous increase in waste, in a 
heavy wear and tear of machinery, and of a premature exhaus- 
tion of man-power. If by this means some thousands of future 
foremen and managers have sprung from the ranks to become 
to some degree privileged, the selection could have been accom- 
plished more soundly and beneficially and with less ostentation. 
The numerous assassinations of stakhanovists by their com- 
panions in bondage, the antagonisms in the factories and work- 
shops, which were already reported in the days of the udarniki, 
testified to a state of mind among the workers quite other than 
the enthusiasm prescribed by “our great beloved hero,” Stalin. 
In short, stakhanovism served only to introduce into the so- 
called “socialist fatherland,” in an aggravated form, methods in 
use in capitalist countries where the communists ceaselessly de- 
mand their abolition. To attain such an end it was more than 
useless to cause the shedding of so much blood and the flowing 
of so many tears. 


5 


One of the most remarkable phenomena of the period, the 
discovery of a Fatherland in the U.S.S.R.. some time after the 
triumph of national-socialism in Germany, was the result of 
a great miscalculation of Stalin. He hoped at first to come to 
an agreement with Hitler, as he had formerly done with Musso- 
lini, in spite of the verbal differences in doctrine, and on the 
basis of the similarity in method between parties of the mailed 
fist. Since the reception of the Duce at the Soviet Embassy 
in Rome, on the morrow of the murder of Matteotti. and later, 
under the pretext of courtesy, the dispatch of congratulations 
to Mussolini by Rykov after his stav at Sorrento, where Gorkv 
spent most of his time, the relations between the U.S.S.R. and 
Italy became increasingly intimate and cordial. Mussolini did 
not conceal a discreet admiration for Lenin, and the recipro- 
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cal borrowings increased between the two totalitarian regimes, 
hand in hand with the progress of their economic relations. In 
1933, the year of Hitler's advent to power, an Italo-Soviet 
commercial agreement was concluded in May, followed in 
September by a pact of friendship, non-aggression and neutral- 
ity. A Soviet squadron anchored in October off Naples, and the 
following year an Italian military delegation proceeded to 
Moscow. Russia even placed orders for warships in Italy. Cordial 
telegrams from Litvinov testify for posterity to this mutual 
understanding. . . . Mussolini flattered himself that he had estab- 
lished a model entente with the Bolsheviks, suppressing com- 
munism at home whilst negotiating advantageously with the 
so-called Soviet State. Thus Stalin thought that he would 
conclude a similar pact with Hitler, on the ruins of the com- 
munist movement in Germany. The renewal of the agreement 
of Rapallo confirmed him in this hope, as did the new credit 
facilities granted to the U.S.S.R. by German industry. But he 
had to sing a different tune when the Third Reich assumed an 
attitude of determined hostility roward the Bolshevism of the 
Russo-Soviet State as towards export communism. Hitler’s intui- 
tion finally prevailed over the contrary view; a view fairly wide- 
spread both in the Reichswehr and in diplomatic circles, which 
opposed to a new Drang nach Oesten the Bismarckian conception 
of an alliance with Russia. In vain the Caucasian, D. Kandelaki. 
appointed as commercial envoy to Berlin with a secret mission 
from Stalin, multiplied advances, invitations and soundings. The 
Fuchrer turned a deaf ear and persevered in his attack on Russia 
through the Communist International. In the end the disap- 
pointed Stalin had no choice but to turn toward France and 
Fingland, toward the League of Nations, to play a different game. 
and to awaken in the peoples of the U.S.S.R. the consciousness 
of patriotic duty and of the fascist danger. 

The official theme of patriotism then entered into the daily 
propaganda, The mechanical insistence with which it was 
emphasised indicated a rather artificial creation, conceived as a 
substitute for revolutionary ideology in distress. Pravda even 
published an editorial entitled Sacred Love of the Fatherland, 
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which bore not the slightest resemblance to the vocabulary of 
two days before. As usual, the Bolsheviks passed from one 
extreme to the other, from the most elementary internationalism 
to the least respectable type of patriotism. ‘There already existed, 
in contempt of cherished equalitarian principles, a whole series 
of decorations: the Orders of Lenin, of the Red Star, of the Red 
Flag, of the Red Flag of Work. Stalin further devised the 
Order of the Heroes of the Union, and the Badge of Honour. 
To these were added the distinctions of Artist of Merit, National 
Artist, and Scholar of Merit. Promotion to honours succeeded 
each other in long columns in the newspapers. Those decorated 
benefited by material advantages in money and in kind, which 
increased the privileges of the new dominant class, the profiteers 
of the Stalinist manna. In the Army the former hierarchy of 
ranks and stripes was reestablished, including at the same time 
the rank of marshal, suppressed under Vsarism after Kutuzov. 
Voroshilov, Tukhachevsky, Yegorov, Budyonny, and Blücher 
were promoted marshals, not for their services in war, but for 
the political support which they brought to Stalin. All that was 
formerly adored, was burnt; all that was formerly burnt, was 
adored. Distinctive uniforms and insignia granted to the People’s 
Commissariat of the Interior, which some persist in calling the 
G.P.U., rewarded leaders and agents, whom some persist in 
calling Chekists, and assimilated them into the military hier- 
archy. With the absence of restraint, which characterises them, 
the Bolsheviks did not fail to carry to excess the reaction against 
their former sobricty of dress. T hey flaunted shining insignia, 
stripes and braid. T he most striking revenge of the Imperial past 
was perhaps the resurrection of the Cossack corps, abolished by 
the revolution and reestablished by Stalin in several cavalry 
divisions with all their traditions and their ornamental equip- 
ment, not even forgetting the nagaika, so familiar to workers on 
strike and mujiks in revolt. It seems that in their very renuncia- 
tion, the Bolsheviks of the decadence experienced a sort of 
morbid satisfaction which, in spite of themselves, urged them 
to eloquent demonstration. 

This neo-Bolshevik neo-patriotism reverberated with great 
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noise in the educational sphere, where, perhaps more obviously 
than in others, the bankruptcy of the regime was already com- 
plete. All the pedagogic innovations of the revolution were 
annulled and old ideas restored. The statute of the “Single 
School of Labour” provided free school materials and a free 
meal; the suppression of home-work, of text books, of diplomas; 
the repudiation of the so-called bourgeois survivals; the admin- 
istration by a “school collective” and a “school soviet”; the 
substitution of “combinations” (subjects for combined study) 
in place of classical subjects. Later there was compulsory manual 
labour, pseudo-polytechnic education and student-brigades. 
Nothing is left of all this but ruins. The nonsense of Lunach- 
arsky, the dogmatic teachings of Pokrovsky, the laborious efforts 
of Krupskaya were dismissed as Trotskyism. A series of de- 
crees reestablished the broken traditions and even the routine, 
the authority of directors and teachers, rules and regulations, 
classes and time-tables, punishments and rewards, marks and 
examinations, certificates and diplomas, university grades and 
titles. The Bolsheviks rediscovered History and Geography, as 
well as the Alphabet. As usual, they exaggerated the new orien- 
tation and even went so far as to bestow a uniform on the pupils 
of the higher institutions, then on the scholars of all the Russias; 
only the shortage of cloth delayed the application of this meas- 
ure. Finally, revising from top to bottom the State ideology pre- 
scribed for the whole population, young and old alike, they 
put on the index the greater part of the historical works they had 
edited, refused to admit the ideas and interpretations then in 
force, and, revising the history of Russia as they had before 
revised all the histories of the Party, they strove to rehabilitate 
the national glories and then to inculcate in the people a 
nationalist mentality suited to the occasion. 

With the zeal and ardour of converts, they have, since 1935, 
rediscovered, recognised and acclaimed, one after the other, the 
great men of the past, authentic or debateable, going back be- 
vond Muscovite Russia to the period of the Teuton and Mongol 
invasions: Saint Alexander Nevsky, vanquisher of the Sword- 
Bearers; the Ataman Ermak, conqueror of Siberia; the butcher 
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Minin and Prince Pojorsky, gallant adversaries of the Poles; 
Field-Marshals Suvorov and Kutuzov. The conversion to 
Christianity, after baptism, of Russia in the Kiev period, becomes 
“a positive stage in the history of the Russian people.” Not less 
“positive” is the role of the great Prince Ivan Kalita, who gath- 
ered together the Muscovite nation; of Ivan the Great, liberator 
of the Russian soil; of Ivan the Terrible, that precursor of Stalin- 
ist humanism, of Peter the Great, that worthy Bolshevik before 
the literature of Bolshevism. The late Pokrovsky, appointed 
head of the chapel of “Marxist historians,” and his living disciples 
are discredited from one day to the next for having belittled, 
underestimated, and falsified the history of their mother coun- 
try; not so long ago the authors who broke away so verv little 
from the rut of that coterie were punished as heretics. The roles 
are reversed; exiled historians return to favour and their sub- 
servient persecutors will soon be persecuted in their turn. 
S. Platonov, cruclly treated, died in exile, but F. Tarlé, recalled 
from Turkestan, takes the rank of official historian, while the 
Marxist historians and other red professors are, as a beginning, 
thrown out of employment; and always in the name of the same 
idols, Marx and Lenin. This is what is called, in Bolshevik termi- 
nology, “taking the offensive on the historical front.” 

Once a start was made, the Song of the Company of Igor, an 
epic poem of the 12th century was loudly acclaimed, the anni- 
versary of Lomonossov, Russian writer and universal scholar 
of his age, was overwhelmingly celebrated; the centenary of 
Pushkin, true literary ancestor of Stalin, was observed with the 
greatest ceremony. ... When the prosaic bard Demian Biedny, 
librettist in his spare time, held up to ridicule the bogatvrs, the 
valiant knights of legend, persuaded that he would thereby en- 
rich the orthodoxy of strict observance, his play earned for 
him the wrath of the Kremlin, and carried in its wake misfor- 
tune and loss of position for the producer, A. Tairov, founder 
and director of the Kamerny theatre, who had previously been 
in high favour. This was the opportunity for the recognised 
critics to extol the heroes of the old bvlins, the marvellous 
songs or tales of the spoken epic poetry of the Middle Ages: the 
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peasant Ilia Murometz, the merchant Sadko, the giant Sviatogor. 
Nationalism became the most jingoistic patriotism, with the 
publication of the new “sterilised” text-books, among others the 
Short Course of History by Shestakov, drawn up by a brigade 
controlled by a State Commission, in which figured Bukharin, 
Radek, Bubnov, Zatonsky, F. Khodjavev, with Stalin as patron. 
In this nothing can be found save Russian victories throughout 
the ages. 

The hasty resurrection of patriotism corresponded directly 
to considerations of forcign policy. Stalin then feared a military 
alliance between Germany and Japan, he sought alliances in 
Europe and in Asia, he attempted to give Russia spiritual reasons 
for fighting in case of war; one by one he sacrificed the principles 
and dogmas to which he owed his power, with the sole object 
of preserving it. For him everything is a question of the relation 
of forces. The official Bolshevik vainglory conceals an intrinsic 
weakness, manifest in every action taken in the international 
arena. 

Stalin and his Party had defined pacifism as a Utopia, as im- 
posture, deception or treason; later he proclaimed himself a paci- 
fist. He had branded the League of Nations as a League of 
Brigands; he joined it without shame. He had anathemarised the 
Versailles Treaty; he became the champion of the status quo. 
He had denounced France as the “most aggressive and most 
militaristic country in the world”; he concluded with France a 
pact of mutual assistance. Fle had asserted that fascists and 
socialists were “twin brothers”; he ordered his foreign merce- 
naries to come to an understanding with the socialists against 
the fascists at all costs, while he himself was persecuting the 
social-democrats in Russia. He had made war on the defenceless 
Chinese in order to guard the Manchurian railway; he ceded it 
cheaply to the Japanese as soon as they showed their teeth. 
When a French Minister of Foreign Affairs, following the 
example of his ee colleague and the first United States 
Ambassador ta the U.S.S.R.. paid a visit to Stalin, thus destroy- 
ing the fiction of the irresponsibility of the General Secretary 
of the Party for the foreign policy of the State, he hastened to 
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make a declaration of good-will: “M. Stalin fully understands 
and approves the policy of national defence pursued by France, 
to maintain its armed forces at the level of security.” This was 
a startling repudiation, insincere as it was, of all the activity of 
the Communist International since its foundation, and particu- 
larly of its French section; but to them he gavc orders to suit, 
and soon his servitors in France, imitating their fellows in Russia, 
succumbed after many physical turnings and twistings. In the 
same way as the Chinese Communists, following much the same 
instructions, made a point of invoking Confucius, so the French 
Communists rediscovered, recognised and acclaimed Joan of 
Arc, Rouget de l'Isle, and Napoleon; they appropriated the 
Marseillaise, and passed straight from the most trivial anti- 
patriotism to the most bellicose chauvinism. For the interests of 
the U.S.S.R.—i.c., of Stalin—required a France which was pre- 
paring with the union sacrée for war with Germany. 

In an interview with an American journalist, Stalin went still 
further: the League of Nations was no longer an instrument for 
imperialist war, according to the traditional Bolshevik termi- 
nology, but rather “an advantage for the friends of peace,” in 
other words, the states opposed to Germany; “working for 
world revolution!” he said, “—we never had such plans and 
intentions’; if a “different impression’ had sometimes been 
given, it was the “result of a misunderstanding” —and not of a 
tragic misunderstanding: “No. A comic misunderstanding. Or 
perhaps rather tragi-comic” for “the export of revolution is 
nonsense.” After this, it remains only to tear to bits the works of 
Lenin, the books and the pamphlets, the collections of news- 
papers and reviews, all the publications of the Parties, of the 
International and of the Communist Youth issued before this 
supreme denial. Stalin is not ready to say so, but he ts the man 
to do it. 

The essentials of this literature are in fact withdrawn from 
circulation or relegated to the libraries. Apart from some 
inoffensive scholar or curious person, no one for some length of 
time will seck to exhume these vellowing shects and documents, 
from which, be it said, there emanates a consummate boredom. 
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The publications of the Marx-Engels Institute were proscribed 
and destroyed, even before the burnings took place in Germany. 
The works of Lenin still figure prominently, but they are gradu- 
ally pushed into the background by those of Stalin; but the 
public takes care not to read them, unless they are positively 
commanded to do so; and besides, words have lost their meaning. 
It would be difficult to find in the U.S.S.R. such important 
documents, for instance, as the decree constituting the Red 
Army, which is defined as “the support of the approaching 
socialist revolution in Europe.” The only things that matter are 
the latest writings of Stalin, the most recent speeches of his 
spokesmen, the newspaper articles setting forth the perishable 
truth of the day, up-to-the-minute texts which render seditious 
and obsolete the orthodox publications of the day before, 
finally the current sources of information such as the Soviet 
EF neyclopaedias, large and small, which must be thrown on the 
scrap-heap volume after volume, despite the many expurgations 
repeated by the many successive censorships, despite the many 
falsifications introduced in the very course of printing. Every 
unexpected disgrace, cach “turn” implies an automatic censoring 
and arouses intense panic in the bookshops and libraries. No 
sooner has an individual high in the Kremlin’s favour ceased 
for mysterious reason to be persona grata, than his unfailing 
loyalty appears to be the double game of a man with a double 
face. He is immediately denounced as a “Trotskyist” and an 
“enemy of the people”; the most flattering credentials are trans- 
formed into an indictment or disappear from the dictionary, 
and there is mortal danger in being in possession of one of his 
works. Who knows what will be done tomorrow, at the next 
discovery of another letter of the alphabet? Each thinks only of 
keeping out of an infernal game of which no one knows the 
rules, in which traps are everywhere dreaded, and chance 
meetings shunned. Silence itself is dangerous, for it may be 
interpreted as a silent censure; each must sing his part in the 
choir of unanimous thanksgiving daily offered to “our wise 
leader and master.” 

When Stalin, speaking of the future Constitution, declared to 
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Roy W. Howard: “. . . We have constructed the Socialist 
Society . . . not to shackle individual liberty, but that human 
personality may feel itself really free”; w hen he predicted “a 

very keen electoral struggle.” for, as he said more precisely, “i 

is evident that the lists of candidates will be presented not we 
by the Communist Party but also by social organisations of 
all sorts outside the Party.” everyone knew what to think, but 
no one knew whither the dictator was bound. The draft 
Constitution, adopted by the Central Committee in June 1936, 
provided for elections in the western fashion and a parliament 
called the Supreme Council; but article 126 reserved the mo- 
nopoly of politics for the Communist Party alone, and rendered 
illusory all the promised civil liberties. It was in any case the 
end of the pretended power of the soviets, even on paper. 
Twenty vears after October, it was the admission of the 
bankruptcy of the system which the Bolsheviks presented as a 
superior expression of complete democracy, as a new type of 
State. Moreover, the new Constitution, formally submitted for 
the ratification of an extraordinary Congress of the Soviets, 
consolidated the right of private property within the already 
established limits and, without limitation, the right of inheritance 
in direct succession. Once again Stalin has found “things which 
have long existed and are well known.” Nor did he make any 
innovation when he effaced the last traces of the former sovier 
Federalism, when he abrogated the rights of nationalities, of 
which he voluntarily appointed himself prorector. The constitu- 
tional change consecrated the most extreme form of centralisa- 
tion, the organs of the so-called federative republics being 
placed in strict subordination to the central power; this, how- 
ever, did no more than codify the actual situation and make 
it more definite. The Transcaucasian Federation, as if creating 
a precedent, disappeared. Soon the Cyrillic alphabet itself was to 
be imposed on the national minorities, contrary to the recent 
respect accorded, in theory, to the regional or national manners 
and customs. Count can no longer be kept of the recantations 
and contradictions; thev pass almost unnoticed in the collapse of 
the ideals of October. Under the new Constitution, as under the 
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old, the truth is that above the apparent and fallacious revision 
of the standard of values, above the expedients and improvisa- 
tions which take the place of policy and principle, “when all is 
said and done” —to quote a prophecy even then thirty-five years 
old—‘“everything will revolve around a single man who, ex 
providentia, will unite in himself all power.” 


6 


So LonG and impressive a series of recantations and repudiations, 
inflicted by the Bolsheviks upon themselves, so many insincere 
retractions and cynical denials, could not but arouse bitter 
reflections in many minds. Moreover, words remain powerless 
against facts, especially the facts of economics and technology 
in which Bolshevism has registered bankruptcy after bank- 
ruptcy. It may be presumed that in the choking atmosphere of 
the “happy life” under the terror, doubt among some, despair 
among others gave way to subtle allusions, to imperceptible 
implications. It goes without saving that behind the unanimity 
on the surface, all thinking heads are full of contradictory 
reservations when so many changes are taking place. But the 
G.P.U. exists everywhere to collect the smallest scraps, to 
magnify them, to falsify them, to note, when required, absten- 
tions or absences, sighs or silences. In the offices of Yagoda 
and Yezhov reports abound, denunciations accumulate. Around 
Stalin, who exercises his tyranny from on high, and delegates 
powers to his favourites, the bovars of the bureaucracy are 
mutually jealous and detest cach other; their respective clients 
lie in wait for every pretext to start unseemly quarrels. The 
permanent purge takes its course and the rival clans destroy 
each other; thousands of individuals singled out for persecu- 
tion by the system of suppression, despite the pledges given 
by Stalin, succumb in internal intrigues and disappear with 
their families without leaving a trace. In the assertions of some, 
the denials of others, and the contradictions of all, the Bolshe- 
viks alwavs remain unanimous. 

If one is to believe certain allusions in the Soviet press or the 
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indiscretions of officials, many victims apparently suffer for their 
former relationship with some nonconformist or other. And 
in this respect, no one is invulnerable. In truth, the worst pre- 
texts become excellent for the purpose of ruining a rival 
in the zoological struggle permanently waged for coveted posts 
between factions and generations, between individuals and shift- 
ing groups. Old half-forgotten “affairs” still bear mortal con- 
quences even after a long interval. Such for example is the case 
of Riutin, once a bitter adversary of Trotsky, who had gone 
into opposition in his turn and in his own way, author of a 
“platform” hostile to the policy as well as to the personality 
of Stalin. With this we may connect, after the event, the case 
of Syrtsov, president of the Council of Commissars for Russia, 
who was abruptly dismissed and expelled and is now missing; 
that of Lominadze, Stalin's confidential man, his agent in China 
at the time of the Canton insurrection, who went into opposition 
and into exile, repented and was reinstated; Lismont and Tolma- 
chev, Assistant People's Commussars, disappeared just as mys- 
teriously. There are rumours of madness, suicide, executions. 
One thing only is certain: Lominadze, following the example 
of Skrypnik, took his life. In the middle of June 1936, it was 
learned that Maxim Gorky was dead; this was not unexpected, 
for the writer was old and ill; his death was followed by the 
inevitable spectacular funcral. In the middle of July, the 
secretary of the Party in Armenia, A. Khandyian, one of Stalin’s 
creatures, committed suicide in his turn, and this time the news 
was, for some incomprehensible reason, divulged. Finally, in 
the middle of August, while on all sides inexplicable arrests 
increased in the higher ranks of the unanimous Party, the 
announcement was suddenly made of a public trial instituted 
against sixteen communists of a so-called “Trotskyite-Zinoviev- 
ite Terrorist Centre.” Stalin’s intentions were revealed, the 
fruits of his long meditations and premeditations were apparent. 
And yet his worst enemies did not dare to anticipate the kind 
of surprise he was preparing. 

Involved in this trial were the two closest, and also the most 
discredited, companions of Lenin, the unfortunate Zinoviev 
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and Kamenev, many times routed and repenting as often, veri- 
table political corpses dragged from the isolation-cell of Vekhnie- 
Uralsk to serve as puppets before the tribunal; also their 
followers Yevdokimov, Bakayev, Reingold; several former 
Trotskyists who had rallied to Stalin, the “capitulators,” as 
Trotsky called them, Ivan Smirnov, Mrachkovsky, Dreitzer, 
Ter-Vaganian; finally a few confederates of rather shady char- 
acter. Their record of service would normally have made them 
directors of the Party and the State, in which, indeed, they had 
lately held the highest posts. They, too, were found guilty of 
the murder of Kirov, and of aiming at the assassination of 
Stalin and his acolytes, Molotov excepted. In spite of the mani- 
fest material and psychological impossibilities involved, an 
attempt was even made to tax them with being under the orders 
of Trotsky—vanquished, exiled, disarmed, isolated, separated 
from them in every way. They were accused of treason, of 
espionage, of terrorist intrigues, of intelligence with the enemy, 
of collusion with the fascists, of monstrous, unintelligible and 
impossible crimes. They confessed everything, they accused 
instead of defending themselves; they denounced each other 
and ardently vindicated Stalin. A veritable witchcraft. trial, 
as Friedrich Adler justly calls it. The press overwhelmed them, 
calling them wild beasts, singling out “dog” and “viper,” and 
loaded them with ignominious insults before knowing any- 
thing of the facts of the case, and the party machine unloosed 
a thousand meetings of indignation to order, from which there 
rose a cheerless, artificial storm of ritual curses. The Public 
Prosecutor, Vyshinsky, obscured to the best of his ability ques- 
tions which were meant to elucidate, and insulted in security 
the victims promised to the executioner. It was now clear 
why Stalin had ventured on this course. Without awaiting the 
result, Tomsky, another old companion of Lenin, committed 
suicide. In four days, the Sixteen were judged without proof, 
condemned by order, and executed. And from Stalin to Zino- 
viev, everyone, not forgetting Tomsky, was unanimous. 

It was the Dictator who had dictated all these horrors, and it 
became clear that he had resolved to finish with the men of 
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the past in order the better to finish with the things of the 
past, to destroy them morally and physically. He must, there- 
fore, have decided at the time of the Kirov murder to make new 
human sacrifices; but he waited fur the death of Gorky before 
beginning. And he evidently hoped to produce some effect on 
sceptical opinion by the insensate accumulation of charges, 
however untenable they were in themselves and incompatible 
with one another. Three months later at Novosibirsk, a trial, 
similar to the former but restricted to nine obscure culprits, 
ended in nine death sentences and six executions. In this instance, 
the obvious aims of the Chekist machination were to explain 
the failure of local industry by alleged “Trotskyist” sabotage 
and malevolence, to involve the Gestapo, a sort of German 
G.P.U., and finally to implicate various persons in the demon- 
strative repressions that were to follow. In fact, at the end of 
January 1937, the trial began of the so-called “Anti-Soviet 
Trotskyite Centre,” or “parallel centre,” both labels of police 
manufacture. 

Among the seventeen were old ‘Trotskyists who had long 
ago repented, “capitulators” who had rallied to Stalin, men like 
Pyatakov, Radek, Serebriakov, Drobnis, Boguslavsky, and one 
whose rupture with the opposition was quite recent, Muralov; 
with them were an old Right-Winger, Sokolnikov, opposed to 
Trotsky's ideas, and a few very suspicious unknowns. Again, 
as always, the charge was the wearisome assassination of the 
eternal Kirov. Once more were served up the delirious ravings 
about Trotskyism, fascism, terrorism, treason, espionage, 
backed up with charges of industrial sabotage and incredible 
intrigues aiming to provoke a war and the dismemberment of 
the U.S.S.R. Still there was no proof, no plausible presumption 
even, no tangible evidence, no witness for the defence, and no 
possible defence. Those accused of this new witchcraft admitted, 
as if with pleasure, the worst villainies and the least probable 
crimes. Their foreheads in the dust, they did not even spare 
their praises of the most genial Stalin. What passes for press 
and public opinion played their appointed parts in the funereal 
chant, keeping perfect time, even before the opening hearing. 
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The usual unanimity was maintained, including both execu- 
tioners and victims. There were seventeen death sentences, 
thirteen executions: Radek and Sokolnikov saved their skins by 
disclosures obliquely aimed at the General Staff of the Red 
Army. 

But behind the scenes, a secret and ferocious rivalry divided 
the oligarchs of Stalin’s entourage, all the more implacable 
because it was limited to the closed field of the bureaucratic 
“summits.” Whether because of disagreement between the 
master and his servants, or because of disputes for priority 
between rival cliques, Yagoda finally fell into disgrace; he was 
dismissed from the People’s Commissariat of the Interior and 
from all his police functions. Yezhov succeeded him: an example 
of Stalin's foresight. Yagoda was relegated to the Commissariat 
of Posts and ‘Telegraphs, and as in the case of Yenukidze, there 
could be no possible doubt: the days of the “sword bearer” were 
numbered, and so were those of his personal clients. Two weeks 
after the exccution of Pyatakov, Assistant Commissar for Indus- 
try, but the real head of his department, his immediate superior, 
Ordjonikidze, nominal Commissar, suddenly died. This time no 
one believed it to be a natural death. Stalin's old Georgian ac- 
complice had been “liquidated” by the “beloved father”; on the 
least risky assumption, that he could not survive the man who 
had been his closest colleague. Six weeks later, amid the discreet 
jubilation of all, Yagoda, exposed as an “enemy of the people,” 
was thrown into prison, charged with offences against the 
common law: venality, debauchery, exactions, immorality. He 
would soon know by experience the painful fate of so many of 
his victims. 

During the month of May 1937, the effects of Yezhov’s 
exorbitant power began to make themselves felt in a recru- 
descence of terror: mass arrests and wholesale executions made 
the population live again through the darkest hours of the Civil 
War. Groups of several dozen “citizens” were shot each week, 
then each day, without formality, without the least guarantee of 
justice, or after secret trials, tantamount to pseudo-legal assassi- 
nation. On the last day of May, Ian Gamarmk, Assistant Com- 
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missar for War, and Director of the Political Department of 
the Army, committed suicide. A heavy uneasiness weighed upon 
military circles, when several generals in the public eve (Levan- 
dovsky, Schmidt, Kuzmichov) were marked down by the 
G.P.U., imprisoned, perhaps already suppressed; enigmatic 
changes rearranged the higher cadres. Relentless blows shook 
the police and the Army, Yagoda’ s fall opening a new phase. 
In June reverberated the thunderbolt which decapitated the 
General Staff and struck terror into the country: under the 
unheard-of charge of espionage, under the ridiculous pretext of 
having “violated their military oath, betraved their country, 
betraved the peoples of the U.S.S.R.. hetraved the Red Army,” 
Marshal Tukhachevsky, Generals Yakir, Kork. Uborevich, 
Fideman, Feldman. Primakov and Putna, all well-known “heroes 
of the Civil War.” all several times decorated with the order 
of the Red Flag, all classed as adversaries of Trotsky and parti- 
sans of Stalin, were tried in camera, condemned to death with- 
out witnesses or defence. and executed within forty-eight hours. 
From all the evidence, it is obvious that the Russia which 
bears and suffers does nor feel itself one with anv of its rulers, 
politicians, bureaucrats, policemen, soldiers, who murder each 
other in secret in the name of the same ideal, without correct 
information, it does not understand, no one can understand, 
what is happening, the official “explanations’—really gross 
vituperations—inspire nausea even in the least indulgent ad- 
versaries of the men who perish in dishonour; the oppressed 
people are no doubt not sorry to see the disappearance of so 
many of their oppressors. But thousands of innocent people 
suffer on the rebound, and there are gloomy forebodings of 
even greater misfortunes bevond these unjust killings. In facr., 
the vear 1937 will stand out as an indescribable nightmare in 
the memory of Russians. contemporary with the methodical 
massacre begun by Stalin under the empire of fear. It seems 
that Yaeoda had exhausted his capacities as proscriber. slave- 
driver, torturer and executioner; Yezhov took his place to 
continue with an accelerated rhvthm the sinister task prescribed 
bv the “great humanitarian,” Stalin. Although the G.P.U. was 
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permitted to massacre without publicity, the local press began 
to announce capital executions, but in certain cases only, for 
reasons known to the authorities alone: thus the intention of 
spreading terror was clear. 

It was then proclaimed that the so-called Soviet State was 
everywhere poisoned with “Trotskyism,” and that in reality 
Trotskyism signifies fascism, espionage, sabotage, and the 
restoration of capitalism. Now Stalin and his auxiliaries have 
incessantly asserted with great advertisement, that Trotskyism 
was non-existent, all the while increasing the rigorous measures 
to extirpate it. In their accusations against their vanquished 
antagonists, people recognised from the start the very charges 
made by the Opposition against the ruling camarilla. The 
stronger, therefore, abuse their power to kill the weaker, not 
without trying to discredit them. In stigmatising them no great 
imagination was shown: treason, connivance with Polish or 
Japanese spies, with the Gestapo or the Intelligence Service 
became current coin (it is curious to note that the Italian Ovra 
has never been implicated). Thus “nests of Trotskvists,” “nests 
of spies,” “nests of fascism,” were discovered in all the Russias, 
in towns and villages, in the countryside and on the mountains, 
at the head of all institutions and services. According to the 
revelations and denunciations of this period, the entire frame- 
work of the regime in every field, patiently selected by Stalin 
for ten years, consisted only of “double-faced” Trotskvists. 

Since the unanimous and final vote of the “Stalinist Constitu- 
tion” at the Fighth extraordinary Congress of the Soviets at the 
end of 1936—the last—removals, dismissals, and changes have 
succeeded each other in every laver of the bureaucratic hier- 
archy; and under such a regime they gencrally imply irreparable 
ruin for the fallen. The chief characters of the State, identified 
as “enemies of the people.” presidents of F-xecutive Committees 
and of Councils of Commissars, secretaries of the Party and 
People’s Commissars, all unanimously elected. disappear, and 
with them their relations, their colleagues, their friends, and a 
multitude of subordinates. From Minsk to Vladivostok, from 
Archangel to Tiflis, the echo'of daily executions alone is heard, 
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decimating the “unanimous” Soviet staff. Intellectuals, workers, 
directors of factories, agronomists, othcials, railwaymen, engi- 
neers, pedagogues, soldiers, mulitants, priests, journalists, em- 
ployees, doctors, veterinary surgeons, peasants, heads of new 
undertakings, artists, wantonly dubbed “fascist bandits” and 
“Trotskyist spies,” “dogs and vipers,” are riddled with bullets 
and fall by hundreds and thousands into the common graves. 
No one knows whom to trust, nor in whom to confide. No one 
any longer dares to estimate the mass deportations. The list of 
suicides lengthens: Lssenin and Mayakovsky, Joffe and Lutovi- 
nov set the example; after Nadicjda Alliluyeva, Stalin's own wife, 
after Skrypnik, Lominadze, Khandjian, Tomsky and Gamar- 
nik, to mention only familiar names, there is Cherviakov, Presi- 
dent of the Executive of White Russia; then 1. Khodjayev, 
brother of two People’s Commissars in Uzbekistan; then Liub- 
chenko, President of the Council of Commissars of the Ukraine, 
and doubtless also Doletsky, director of the news agency, and 
Ustinov, Soviet Minister to Esthonia. With regard to the two 
latter, there is no absolute certainty; but is there any certainty 
either with regard to the others, concerning whom there are 
rumours of assassination by the Chekists? Under a terror of 
this kind, these are only various methods of extermination, just 
as the deportations often signify death after a brief interval. We 
shall learn later of hundreds, of thousands, more suicides, 
drowned by songs of “glory to the greatest man of the age.” 

If Stalin, his Yagodas and his Yezhovs, “engineers of souls,” 
and experts in the art of breaking consciences, were able, 
by means of inquisitorial tortures, promises and threats, black- 
mail and bargaining, to stage several witchcraft trials in which 
complaisant confessions outbid cach other, the majority of their 
victims have nevertheless refused to lend themselves to this, 
and it has been found necessary to put them to death without 
such parody of justice or under cover of various pretexts. 
Hundreds of persons, implicated by name as alleged accomplices, 
have never appeared before Stalin’s “justice.” Soldiers were 
condemned im camera, executed perhaps without trial. In 
July 1937 at Tiflis, seven former leaders of Soviet Georgia, 
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among them Budu Mdivani, Stalin’s childhood friend, and 
Okudjava, intimate friend of Trotsky, were judged im camera 
and shot, without consenting, so far as is known, to make 
lying confessions. At the end of this year of terror, there 
were eight executions without trial in Moscow, of men who 
never belonged to any opposition: Yenukidze, comrade of Stalin’s 
youth and adolescence; Karakhan, Assistant Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs and ambassador; Orakhelashvili, President of the 
Council of Commissars of Transcaucasia; Sheboldayev, Stalin’s 
creature, Secretary of the Party in northern Caucasia, and three 
other less important figures. There were no deceptive confes- 
sions in this case either. The technique of extorting confessions 
is painful, difhcult, laborious; the results are very hard to 
reconcile with the veritiable facts—indeed impossible—for after 
the objective examination abroad of the two published trials 
nothing whatever remains of the extravagant theses of Stalin and 
his acolytes, Yagoda, Yezhov and Vyshinsky, the purveyors and 
the prosecutor. It was therefore necessary patiently to await the 
witchcraft trial of the so-called “Rightst-Trotskyist Bloc” in 
March 1938, to hear new false confessions, not less absurd than 
the former but even more incohcrent, ill-conceived and badly 
planned, equally unconvincing and impossible. 

Of twenty-one accused in this strange amalgam, eighteen 
were condemned and executed: Bukharin and Rykov, two of 
the closest colleagues of Lenin, among the principal ideologists 
and heads of the regime, former leaders of the Right, thanks 
to whose support Stalin was able to defeat Trotsky, who had 
now become Trotskyists without knowing it; Krestinsky and 
Rosengoltz, People’s Commussars, former Trotskyists w ho had 
disowned their faction and rallied to Stalin at the first signs of 
his strength; Yagoda, the murderer of Trotskyists, charged with 
Trotskyism; People’s Commissars Grinko, Chernov, Sharango- 
vich, F. Khodjayev, Ivanov, all loyal Stalinists; Dr. Levin, 
physician to the Kremlin, the doctor of Lenin and of Stalin; 
Kriukov, agent of the G.P.U. and secretary to Gorky; and 
finally a few very suspicious personages of lesser note. It is not 
known why Rakovsky, considered the most guilty, benefited by 
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a relative clemency (twenty years imprisonment), as also the 
supposed poisoner Pletniev (twenty-five vears); both punish- 
ments were, however, equivalent to death for men who had 
long passed the age of sixty. To the monstrosities of the other 
trials was added the novelty of “medical assassination.” Yagoda, 
bringing pressure to bear on the doctors of the Kremlin, and 
having at his disposal a very special pharmaceutical laboratory, 
was alleged to have shortened the life of Menzhinsky, his prede- 
cessor, of Kuibyshev, of Gorky and of Gorky’s son, Peshkov. 
With that crescendo which is indispensable to these repellent 
machinations in order to avoid the monotony which would make 
them inefficacious, the managers went so far as to accuse Buk- 
harin of having attempted to assassinate Lenin in 1918, and to 
accuse Trotsky of having been in intimate contact with the 
Intelligence Service since 1926 and with German spies since 
1921, the other accused being more or less accomplices. One 
part of the trial was aimed at retrospectively compromising 
the memory of Tukhachevsky, Gamarnik, Putna and their col- 
leagues, dead and buried. As a matter of fact, it was a rehabilita- 
tion, for they were no longer accused of espionage, the official 
reason for their execution, but of toying with the idea of a 
coup @état, that is to sav, simply of secret hostility toward 
Stalin. Another part aimed at explaining the lamentable condi- 
tion of “socialist” industry, commerce and agriculture by the 
conscious sabotage of “enemies of the people.” with the sole 
aim of exonerating Stalin and his satellites, the persons really 
responsible. This was the most interesting and revealing part of 
the trial, for it disclosed irrefutable realities as devastating as 
the trials themselves for the regime and its rulers. 


7 


Mussorint had taken a keen interest in this unique counter- 
revolution, to the point of devoting to it commentaries from his 
own pen in the Popolo d'Italia. After the sensational execution 
of the generals, his article entitled Twilight (13th June, 1937) 
was somewhat severe on Stalin’s regime where “massacre is on 


634 STALIN 


the order of the day and of the night.” But a month later, the 
Critica Fascista (15th July) considered, in a study of the Fascism 
of Stalin, that the latter's “fascist” reforms proved the natural 
force of expansion and the universality of the ideal of the Black 
Shirts. And during the trial of the twenty-one, Mussolini him- 
self asked (Popolo d'Italia for sth March, 1938) whether “in 
view of the catastrophe of Lenin’s system, Stalin could secretly 
have become a fascist,” and stated that in any case “Stalin 1s 
doing a notable service to fascism by mowing down in large 
armfuls his enemies who had been reduced to impotence.” In 
large armfuls, indeed, Stalin mowed down not only his enemies, 
declared or secret, alleged or real, but also his “friends,” his 
creatures, his accomplices. Between the last two pseudo-judicial 
exhibitions, he had mowed down not only the Old Guard of 
the Party and the flower of the Communist Youth, but, after 
the General Staff of the Red Army, all the heads of Soviet 
governmental, of national and local administration. (It almost 
goes without saying that the former oppositionists, not produced 
at the trials, such as Smilga, Preobrazhensky, Sosnovsky, Bvelo- 
borodov, Uglanov, etc., must have succumbed in the jails of 
their “socialist fatherland.”) 

From Stalin's circle there have disappeared in 1938 the major- 
itv of his close auxiliaries, well-known Stalinists ready for 
anything, members of his Politbureau, of his Central Committee, 
of his Control Commission, of his Council of Commissars. of his 
Executive Committee of the Soviets, of his Council of Labour 
and Defence: Rudzutak, Postvshev, Petrovsky, Chubar, Akulov, 
S. Kossior, Eikhe, Antipov, Bubnov, Krylenko. Unschlicht, the 
brothers Mezhlauk, Yakovlev, Janson, Soltz. Tomov, Sulimov, 
Mihutin, Kaminsky, Pashukanis, Rukhimovich, Khinchuk, 
Liubimov, Arbuzov, and how many others, not to mention the 
assassinations, the suicides, the punishments already stated. Five 
presidents out of seven of the Executive of the Soviets, and 
almost all the members or candidates; the People’s Commissars 
in the approximate proportion of nine out of ten. And to disap- 
pear under Stalin means to perish suddenly in a cellar or to 
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waste away slowly in an unhealthy climate. Of the directing 
staff of the Party formed in Lenin’s lifetime, there remain, 
twenty years after October, only Trotsky in Mexico and, in 
Moscow, Stalin. 

There have perished or disappeared without publicity in 1938, 
almost all the eighty members of the Council of War consti- 
tuted in November 1934 to assist the Commissar for Defence: 
besides the nine leaders already inscribed on the roll of death, 
Generals Alksnis, Kashirin, Bielov, Dybenko, who had pro- 
nounced the death sentence on their comrades, followed by 
Marshals Yegorov and Bliicher, Generals Savitsky, Smolin, 
Velikanov, Ozolin, Gorbachev, Hekker, Sukhorukov, Kuiby- 
shev, Tkachev, Khripm, Pomerantsev, Mezis, Apse, Bokis, 
Admirals and Vice-Admirals Orlov, Victorov, Sivkov, Mukle- 
vich, Ludry, Kireyev, Kojanov, Dushenov, Ivanov, Smirnov- 
Sverdlovsky, followed and accompanied by thousands of other 
officers of all ranks. A man with no political past, a former secre- 
tary of Stalin who had become Assistant Commissar for War, 
Mekhlis, in concert with Yezhov, ceaselessly pursues the bloody 
purge. It is estimated in the U.S.S.R. that there have been more 
than thirty thousand victims in the “Red” Army and Navy— 
red with the blood of “his” followers shed by Stalin. 

There have perished or disappeared all the chief leaders and 
deputy leaders of the G.P.U., following their chief: Agranov, 
Prokofiev, Balitsky, Messing, Pauker, Trilisser, Zakovsky, Slut- 
sky, Deribas, Molchanov, Mironov, Leplevsky, and even former 
Chekists in retirement, Peters and Latsis,; with them the majority 
of their colleagues, many of their subordinates. There have dis- 
appeared, after the two Assistant Commussars of Foreign Affairs, 
the ambassadors, plenipotentiaries or consuls-gencral Yurenev, 
Bogomolov, Arossiev, Davtian, Rosenberg, Antonov-Ovseénko, 
Tikhmeniev, Jakubovich, Bekzadian, Arens, Brodovsky. Podol- 
sky, Ostrovsky, Asmus. Two have saved their honour with their 
lives by remaining abroad, A. Barmin and W. Krivitsky, the 
latter in the service of the Commissariat of War. Raskolnikov, 
proud Bolshevik who had become a humble Stalinist, must have 
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followed their example without bothering about honour. An- 
other, Butenko, typical example of the young Stalinist genera- 
tion, openly threw in his lot with fascism. 

There have disappeared, by a supreme irony of fate, the large 
majority of the members of the Commission of “the most demo- 
cratic Constitution in the world,” and those of the Commission 
for the revision of historical text-books, admirers of Ivan the 
Terrible. . . . There have disappeared almost all of those who 
established the Five Year Plans, theoreticians and experts, indus- 
trialisers and collectiviscrs, policemen and executioners, the 
directors of the principal industrial and agricultural “giants,” 
and inaugurators of the greatest new undertakings, the Commis- 
sars for Industry, heavy and light, and for Collective Agricul- 
ture. There have disappeared all the statisticians, Ossinsky, 
Strumilin, Kraval at their head, whose faked calculations have 
long served as the basis for Stalin’s fictions and deceits. 

There have disappeared the last survivors of the Communist 
International, proscribers of their comrades, self-seeking flat- 
terers of “the glorious pilot of the world October”: Helen 
Stassova, Pyatnitsky, Bela Kun, Fberlcin, Remmele, Warsky, 
Waletsky, Dombal, Borodin, and the majority of the mediocri- 
tics who were carving out a career in the Bureau of that cor- 
rupt and parasitic institution. They have arrested, imprisoned or 
deported almost all of the thousands of foreign communists, 
notably the Germans and the Poles, who had taken refuge in 
Soviet territory by virtue of Article 129 of the Stalinist Consti- 
tution: “The U.S.S.R. grants the right of asylum to foreign 
citizens persecuted for defending the interests of the workers, 
or for their scientific activity, or for struggling in favour of 
national liberation.” Numcrous among these “outlaws” are 
those who deplored too late the fact that they did nor follow 
the example of their insubordinate comrades who, knowing how 
to appreciate the “right of asylum” and the “happy life” in the 
U.S.S.R., preferred to return to their own countries, there to 
serve heavy sentences, rather than to enjoy “liberty” under 
Stalin and a fortiori the penitentiary regime of the Soviets. 

There have perished for the most part, executed after so-called 
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trials în camera, or have disappeared in the course of this inter- 
minable Saint Bartholomew of communists, the rulers of all 
the pseudo-federated Republics: those of White Russia, Golo- 
ded, president of the Council; Diakov, Benek, etc., People’s 
Commissars; in addition to Cherviakov, president of the Execu- 
tive, and Generals Uborevich and Biclov; those of the Ukraine, 
Bondarenko, president of the Council; Sukhomlin, vice-presi- 
dent; Zatonsky, Rekis, ete.. People’s Commissars; in addition to 
Chubar, Liubchenko, Yakir already mentioned; those of Uzbe- 
kistan, Akhun-Balayev, president of the Fxecutive; P. Khod- 
javev, president of the Council, and his two brothers, etc.; 
those of Tadjikistan, Chotemor, president of the Fxecutive; 
Rakhimbavev, president of the Council; Imanov, Kaktvn, Shir- 
inov, etc., vice-president and commissars; those of Turkmenis- 
tan, Aitakov, president of the Fxecutive;, Atabavev, Sakharov. 
president and vice-president of the Council, Atavev, ctc., com- 
missars; those of Khirghiz, Isakov, president of the Council, and 
his principal commissars; those of Karelia, Arkhipov, president 
of the Executive, Bushuvev, president of the Council, ete.; those 
of Transcaucasia and Azerbaijan, Mussabekov and Ffendiev, 
presidents of the Executive; Rakhmanovy, president of the Coun- 
cil; Safarov, Sultanov, Ibrahimov. Tusseinov. ete.. commuissars: 
those of Armenia. Ter-Gabrvelian, president of the Council; 
Mamikonian, Kalantarian, Shakhnazarian, cte.. commissars; in 
addition to Khandjian who has been already mentioned. 

We must make special mention of Georgia, fatherland of 
Stalin, Ordjonikidze and Yenukidze. where a “man with no 
political past,” L. Beria, has mown “in large armfuls” for his lord 
and master. After B. Mdivani, former president of the Council, 
and Okudyjava. Toroshelidze, Chikhladze, Kurulov, Kartsevadze 
(socialist) and G. Fliava (bacteriologist), who were executed 
in July of the vear of terror, there were Megalobishvili and 
Agniashvili, president and vice-president of the Council; Met- 
vereli, Abashidze and about ten of their colleagues, commissars; 
then Gogoberidze, another former president of the Council; 
Kirkvelia, Kavtaradze, commissars; S. Fliava, L. Gueguechkon, 
the socialists S. Davderiani, G. Makharadze; finally Orakhelash- 
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vili, former president of the Council of Transcaucasia. In Ad- 
jaristan: Lorkipanidze, president of the Executive, G. Ramish- 
vili, E. Megrelidze, G. Laguidze, and half a dozen other com- 
missars. In Ossetia: Togoyev, president of the Executive; 
Maurer, secretary of the Party, etc. In Abkhazia: Nestor 
Lakoba, president of the Executive, and his two relations, 
Michael and Basil, besides a dozen commissars. Nestor Lakoba, 
accused of homicidal intentions with regard to Stalin, was ac- 
tually the author of the pamphlet, Stalin and Khashim, in which 
he celebrates “the greatest man of a whole epoch, such as his- 
tory gives to humanity only once in one or two hundred years,” 
the “genial leader, unshakable and made of steel, our dear and 
beloved Stalin.” 

Everywhere, then, the Commissars of the People were only 
“enemies of the people.” Fvervwhere the Executives are ex- 
ecuted. Everywhere the enemies of the people who were 
executed had been unanimously elected, as were their successors. 
And Lenin had as friends, comrades, and allies, according to 
Stalin, only false friends, fascists, spies, saboteurs, traitors, dogs, 
in a word, “Trotskyists.” For a dismal catalogue might be made 
in the same way for all the so-called responsible and directing 
spheres of Soviet life where the Soviets do not exist and where 
life precedes death by so little. The “good,” the “tender,” the 
“gentle” Stalin—expressions consecrated in the U.S.S.R. by 
those who have yet to receive a bullet in the neck—has spared. 
doubtless provisionally, only an insignificant number of indi- 
viduals who have known the past: if he is to find substitutes for 
those in the front rank, it is not possible for him to kill everyone 
at the same time. Thus he has proceeded step by step, method- 
ically, passing from the Party to the Army, from the police to 
the diplomatic corps, from the centre to the periphery, from 
industry to agriculture, from the press to the statistical bureaux, 
from commerce to literature. 

Everyone knows that Stalin is the protector of letters and the 
arts, the enlightened lover of all culrure: he has had Pilnvak 
exiled, Pasternak persecuted, and in his devotion has imprisoned 
even the pseudo-proletarian writers Auerbach, Kirshon, Yermi- 
lov, Libedinsky, Bruno Jasensky, Tarassov-Rodionov and their 
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like; he has hunted down the poets Nicholas Kliuyev, Mandel- 
stam, Selvinsky, Tretiakov; he has deported a critic like Vor- 
onsky, a philosopher like Ivanov-Razumnik, humounists like 
Erdman and Krotky, the historians Nevsky, Steklov, Volguin, 
Friedland, Zeidel, Anishev, Piontkovsky, S. Dalin; the jour- 
nalists Gronsky, Rojkov, Lukianov, Lapinsky, Tal, almost the 
whole staff of Pravda and the very ofhcial /zvestia, together with 
the orthodox editorial boards of the lcading reviews, the writers 
Ivan Katayev, P. Vassiliev, I. Makarov, A. Bezymensky, Maznin, 
Selivanovsky, G. Serebriakova, to mention only a few examples. 
As a matter of fact, no one would have been able, under a quin- 
tuple preliminary censorship, to commit the slightest crime with 
his pen. Stalin has sterilised the best talents of Russia, driven the 
real writers to moral suicide after the physical suicide of the 
greatest poets. He has suppressed the Academia publications, the 
only ones which did honour to contemporary book-production 
in the U.S.S.R., and has shot or deported the editors, critics and 
managers. In the realm of the theatre, he has struck down, with- 
out avowed or avowable reason, the directors and managers 
Liadov, Amaglobeli, Arcadin, Rafalsky, Nathalie Satz and others 
—even Granovsky as a posthumous insult; he has deprived 
Meyerhold of work and made his theatre a corpse. 

How many people has Stalin butchered who did not kill 
Kirov? A precise enumeration is impossible when dealing with 
such a hecatomb. Every personality in the public eye drags in 
his fall sometimes dozens, sometimes hundreds of subordinates, 
whose wretched fate is passed over in silence. The executions 
are in general kept secret, except when express orders are 
given for publicity. We have been able to collect information 
from only ten to twenty Soviet newspapers which are received 
irregularly, according to the prevailing conditions, in the capital 
where, however, the press under orders abstains from reproduc- 
ing the news: but there exist about ten thousand local and re- 
gional sheets which are inaccessible. 

According to the testimony of Liushkov, head of the G.P.U. 
in Eastern Siberia, who has taken refuge in Japan to avoid the 
fate of his colleagues, 40,000 persons were executed on the 
gratuitous suspicion of plotting during the period when “the 
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most democratic constitution in the world” was being adopted 
and the first “electoral campaign” was being conducted for the 
Supreme Council. One of his colleagues of the Trans-Siberian, 
Petrov, computes at five million the number of prisoners in the 
concentration camps alone, not including the millions of those 
banished or the inhabitants of the isolation camps and prisons. 
There has been a singular “progress” since the appearance of the 
work, Russia’s Iron Age, in which W. H. Chamberlin in 1934 
reported that 300,000 prisoners were cooped up in the concen- 
tration camps of Siberia alone, and that at least two million 
“citizens” had been deprived of liberty without the pretence 
of a trial during the five years of the first Five Year Plan. W. 
Krivitsky, a communist who has stood every test and reached 
the rank of general in his department, could declare to the 
Bulletin of the Opposition (December 1937) that the number of 
political arrests rose to 300,000 in May 1937, for the period of 
the trials alone, and must have reached 500,000 by the end of 
the year. A communist communique published in the Russian 
Courrier Socialiste (July 30, 1938) estimates at seven million 
the number of prisoners in the concentration camps alone. This 
figure is the nearest to the truth, if we consider the draconian 
measures adopted since the Leningrad purge after the Kirov mur- 
der, the surgical operations performed on the Party and fol- 
lowed by mass deportations of those expelled and their families, 
the amputations effected in all the cadres of administrative and 
economic activity, finally and above all if we calculate the need 
of penal manual labour for Stalin’s public works which rival 
those of Pharaoh. 

The Yugoslavian communist, A. Ciliga, a sincere man and an 
unimpeachable witness, one of the few who has escaped alive 
from the Soviet convict gangs, has written in his book, Au pays 
du grand mensonge: “Those who have not lived in the Soviet 
prisons, concentration camps and places of exile in which are 
shut up more than five million convicts, those who are not 
familiar with the greatest jail history has ever seen, where 
men die like flies, where they are beaten like dogs, where they 
are made to work like slaves, can have no idea what Soviet 
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Russia is, what Stalin’s ‘classless society’ means.” In the absence 
of scientific exactitude, impossible when such different testi- 
mony is compared, there ts striking agreement as to the order 
of magnitude, the hallucinatory proportions. We must also take 
into account the frightful mortality which decimates the con- 
victs, especially the children, the repeated arrests of the same 
persons, the migrations from one camp to another, and the 
change of work places which make the figures fluctuate. 

The same author thus reveals the approximate figures col- 
lected on the spot, in the isolation-camp at Vekhnie-Uralsk: 
“At the end of 1932, a Trotskyist who had recently arrived told 
us that according to an important official of the G.P.U., con- 
demned for a professional error, the number of arrests rose, on 
the authority of police statistics, to 37 millions in the course of 
the last five years. Fven admitting that in the majority of cases 
the prisoners had been arrested over and over again, the figure 
seemed to us incredibly exaggerated. Our own estimates varied 
from five to fifteen millions. ... When I was released and was 
in exile in Siberia, I was able to verify the correctness of many 
of the assertions which had seemed exaggerated and fantastic in 
prison. It was in this wav that I was able to verify the rumours 
of the horrors of the famine of 1932, including cases of can- 
nibalism. After what I saw in Siberia, I consider that the figure 
of five millions condemned is much too small, and that ten mil- 
lion is nearer to reality.” Indeed in 1935, the most staid and 
prudent observers arrived at this average estimate. In 1937, at 
the time of the twentieth anniversary of October, if we bear in 
mind all that we have said, fifteen million condemned in the 
various categories would probably be the number most in ac- 
cord with the facts. 

At the end of the year of terror (12th December, 1937) the 
elections to the Supreme Council were held, to the accompani- 
ment of rifles fitted with silencers. There was only a single can- 
didate for each electoral district, chosen in advance, nominated 
beforehand by the raised hands of the electors on the recom- 
mendation of the Party and under the eve of the G.P.U.; the 
voting papers were printed with the name of the official can- 
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didate only who, moreover, benefited by every paper struck 
out or altered by a mark or stain; abstention was prohibited and 
was controlled by a scrutiny of passports and electoral rolls. 
Thus Stalin was not even able to carry into effect his project 
of staging a semblance of rivalry between “social organisations 
of all kinds outside the Party”—all of course in reality com- 
munist organisations. He had overestimated his technical means, 
above all his resources in men, and he had to be content with 
exclusive and obligatory candidatures. It was in these circum- 
stances that his press proclaimed the dazzling triumph of the 
“bloc of Bolsheviks and of those without the Party,” with 
majorities on the average exceeding gg per cent. Hitler has in 
many ways copied Stalin, notably in the concentration camps; 
in respect for the Constitution, Stalin has had only to imitate 
Hitler, who took the well-known oath to the Weimar Consti- 
tution. During the electoral operations, a certain number of the 
carefully selected candidates disappeared through the trap-door 
of the G.P.U.; after the first meeting of the Supreme Council, 
several deputies, Vice-Presidents of the Assembly, People’s Com- 
missars, met the same fate, as if to illustrate Articles 127 and 128 
of the Constitution on the inviolability of the person, of the 
home, and of correspondence. Virtuoso of antiphrasis, the “be- 
loved father and friend of the people” declared in a speech on 
the eve of the elections: “The world has never seen elections 
so really free, so truly democratic. Never. History knows no 
other example of this nature.” 


8 


ConFrontep with the massacres ordered by Stalin in cold blood, 
and with the internecine feuds of the bolsheviks, one is led to 
draw a parallel with the Russia of the sixteenth century and 
the reign of Ivan the Terrible. It is not perhaps fortuitous that 
in Europe this century was that of the massacre of Saint Bar- 
tholomew and of the Inquisition, that Ivan IV was in the 
largest sense the contemporary of Louis XI, of Philip II, of 
Henry VII, of Selim the Fierce—of cruel princes and poison- 
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ing popes. Nor is it fortuitous that our epoch of social and 
political change demands comparison in so many ways with the 
Middle Ages, or rather with the hazy idea we have of them, 
and that it is haunted by the related phenomena of Bolshevism 
and Fascism. The great social and national conflicts which have 
arisen as a result of the world war also suggest frequent com- 
parisons with the wars of religion of this same sixteenth century 
which was that of Luther and of Loyola, of thinkers who 
today are curiously regaining their popularity, from Mach- 
iavelli to Paracelsus, and besides these, whether by chance or 
not, of the Utopia of Thomas More and of the true Humanism 
of Europe. But Ivan the Terrible did not, like Stalin, control 
electricity, rotary printing presses, radio, railways, tanks, air- 
planes, oil wells, gold and manganese mines. The combination 
of Russo-Asiatic mediaeval backwardness with modern tech- 
nique and inexhaustible natural resources produces confusing 
effects as much within as outside Russia and obscures the sim- 
plest things. Much has been said about the unreliability of his- 
torical comparisons, but nothing forbids the attempt to shed a 
little light upon the uncertainties of the present by a knowledge 
of the past, if it be only to bring out the differences more 
clearly, to relate more exactly the known reactions of human 
nature to the unknown of the fugitive present and the perpetual 
becoming. It is not useless, therefore, to return to ancient Mus- 
covite history in order to show certain new beginnings of his- 
tory, which do not in the least exclude fresh departures and 
definite breaks. 

Stalin, in his interview with F.mil Ludwig, was pleased to 
distinguish himself sharply from Peter the Great, but since then, 
not being subject to contradiction, he has completely revised his 
views, as is shown among other things by the corrections made 
on his instruction in the historical text-books and the frequent 
commentaries of his controlled press. The sycophant writer, 
Alexis Tolstov, whose zeal to serve the Bolsheviks is in inverse 
proportion to his contempt for them, carried out a “social com- 
mand” transmitted from a verv high place, in his novel on Peter 
the First and the film of the same type which aimed at suggesting 
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constant parallels between the ‘“‘worker-tsar” and the red tsar. 
But if these two personages are related, it is by their contempt 
for human life, sensibility, and dignity, and not in the way in- 
tended by Stalin. 

All serious historians recognise in Ivan the Terrible the true 
precursor of the reforms of Peter the Great and the most fin- 
ished expression of their common mentality. But no one would 
dream, if he were a free agent, of attributing the epithet “Great” 
to Stalin, although everyone would grant him that of “Ter- 
rible.” The use of “barbarian methods,” as Lenin said, to force 
industrialisation is not enough to render “great” an industrialis- 
ing tsar, when civilised methods exist. The barbarity excusable 
in Ivan, explicable in Peter, which was characteristic of their 
time if we take account of the backwardness of Russia, is an 
enormous anachronism in Stalin, and therefore inexcusable. 
Morcover, it is in direct opposition to true industrial, economic 
and technical progress, for no modern industry could prosper 
under the constant threat of the knout and the revolver. As a 
matter of fact, very few factories, only about twenty, survived 
the “worker-tsar,” out of the 230 which he left in theory and 
the hundred odd which were functioning in fact—a result of 
ill-omen for his imitator. 

The comparison with Ivan the Terrible, on the contrary, is a 
great help in understanding the bloody crises of the Stalinist 
autocracy. Around the throne, the noble feudal families, the 
Shuiskys, the Belskvs, the Glinskys, and later the Miloslavskys, 
the Naryshkins, the Dolgorukys, until the Romanovs gave 
the casting vote, quarrelled among themselves for places of 
influence, as around Stalin the secretaries and commissars, the 
clans and the cliques. The quarrels for precedence between 
the boyars, envenomed to the point of implacable feuds. are 
analogous to the antagonisms between members of the Central 
Committee and the Control Commission, between the svstem 
of the Party and the svstem of the Soviets, between the Police 
and the Army, between the Commissariat of Foreign Affairs 
and the Communist International, between Lettish coteries and 
Caucasian tribes. Then also, autocratic oppression paralysed the 
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class struggle and gave free rein to the zoological struggle of 
castes. The workings of the G.P.U. under Stalin are comparable 
only to the Oprichnina of lvan, an unavoidable comparison, just 
as the machinations of Stalin by means of the G.P.U. make one 
think irresistibly of the Terrible. ‘The parallel even offers sur- 
prising similarities. 

When still young, spare of words, distrustful and dissimulat- 
ing, Ivan acted by surprise when he attacked the boyars and, 
as an example, threw the most important of them, Shuisky, to 
his dogs, who tore him to pieces; then he banished several others 
to distant regions. The boyars scized the first occasion, a fire at 
Moscow, to accuse the Glinsky family of wrecking and of 
provoking a massacre. Later, thinking that he had reason to 
complain of his favourites, Silvester and Adashev, the Tsar 
wrote: “When the treason of that dog, Alexis Adashev and his 
accomplices was discovered, we made our anger felt only in a 
merciful manner; we did not decree capital punishments against 
the guilty; we merely banished them to various towns. ... At 
first we did not inflict the final penalty on anyone. We ordered 
those who belonged to the party of Silvester and Adashev to 
dissociate themselves from them and no longer to look upon 
them as their leaders; we made them confirm this promise by 
an oath. Not only did they not dissociate themselves from the 
traitors, but they aided them in every possible way, and did 
their best to restore to them their former power and stir up 
against us the most treachcrous conspiracy. Then only, seeing 
their stubborn wickedness and their unconquerable spirit of 
rebellion, 1 inflicted on the guilty the penalty of their crime.” 
In this passage, which relates to a period of relative clemency, 
one recognises—one might almost mistake it for—the future 
language of Stalin, though the latter is rather more vulgar. One 
finds again the dogs, the treason, the wrecking, the “faction,” 
the false repentance, the insincerity of the “capitulators,” the 
alleged conspiracy, the clemency of the despot, in short the 
very thesis which Stalin was to put in circulation by means of 
the international press in his pay. 

After the departure of Kurbsky, which corresponds mutatis 
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mutandis to the exile of Trotsky, things became worse. Kurbsky 
addressed to Ivan a vehement message of reproach, rather in the 
style of the future Trotskyist Bulletin of the Opposition. A 
polemic raged; the Terrible replied in his turn, and made use of 
tricks to strike at the exiled Trotsky, that is Kurbsky, through 
his alleged accomplices: blackmail by threatening dismissal, as 
it were, which Stalin also was to employ on many occasions, led 
the boyars to recantation before the Tsar. The latter than carried 
out a profound administrative reform by creating the Oprich- 
mina whose object was to “sweep out treason,” like the G.P.U. 
of later times. For seven years an unexampled terror decimated 
the “upper layers” of Muscovite society, executions succeeded 
tortures, the Zinovievs, Pyatakovs and Bukharins of the period 
perished with their followers and their families. It is said that 
some of the boyars, who were tortured to death, mingled a 
eulogy of Stalin, or rather of the Terrible, with their cries of 
pain. Every day whole groups of individuals were put to death. 
It is unknown even today, in spite of the controversies of spe- 
cialists, what were the crimes of these victims, and perhaps it 
will never be known what are the secret reasons of Stalin. 
When Ivan wanted to justify himself to the Poles, he wrote 
to them: “Many among you say that I am cruel; it is true that 
Iam cruel and irascible, I do not deny it. But toward whom, I 
pray, am I cruel? I am cruel toward him who is cruel toward 
me.” And he accuses his enemies of having poisoned his first 
wife. Stalin, having read the famous passage of Lenin’s Testa- 
ment: “Stalin is too rude, etc. ...,” in the same way declared 
to the Central Committee inm 1927: “Yes, comrades, I am 
rude to those who break their word rudely and treacherously, 
who split and demoralise the Party. [ have never hidden it 
and I do not hide it.” One could continue these instructive 
comparisons: the analogy is obvious in deed and in word. Stalin 
accuses his adversaries of having poisoned not his wife, who 
committed suicide, but Gorky and others: a tiny difference 
and, if we examine it, not to the advantage of Stalin. “We must 
not think that Ivan's encmies were better than he: they were 
as cruel toward their inferiors as Ivan could be toward them,” 
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observes A. Rambaud, and if we transfer the observation it 
remains valid, at least for those who head the lists of Stalin’s 
victims. 

To assure to the tyrant the maintenance of his tyranny in all 
its fullness both for the present and for the future: such in both 
cases appears to be the raison d'étre of so many crimes, the 
essential reason among many secondary considerations. Of 
course the tyrant always claims an impersonal ideal, varying 
from the divine will through national interest to the safety of 
the revolution; but it is always a question, in prosaic terms, of 
the oligarchic domination imposed by violence and incarnate 
in an alleged superman. Amid the gencral dissatisfaction due to 
material misery, spiritual poverty and political oppression, the 
tyranny maintains itsclf only by a constant see-saw supported 
on the social pillars, on w hich its favour confers a transitory 

authority, and which in the long run seem dangerous to it: 
and from this arises the necessity of destroying them lest, in 
continuing too long, they assume too great an importance. 
Whether the privileged caste be the feudal nobiliry or the feudal 
bureaucracy, it suspects treason everywhere and constantly fears 
for its privileges. 

We have seen how Stalin at first got rid successively of all 
the political factions which were capable of eliminating him, 
how he defeated each by a coalition with the others, dividing 
the spoils, namely the places, in advance. Freed of any imme- 
diate worry in the svstem of the pscudo-Party, he imagined he 
found some resistance, though it was in point of fact more the 
difficulties of application, in the svstem of the pscudo-Soviets 
where, in particular, the G.P.U. had ended by becoming a sort 
of State within the State. It is possible that in time these difficul- 
ties became a mute but conscious resistance in the Police and in 
the Army. Around every director of every institution, from the 
General Headquarters down to the least commissariat, in Mos- 
cow and in the sub-capitals, there arose a sort of clientèle which 
little by little accumulated certain common interests and a 
common esprit de corps. Stalin, a man of prudence, made it a 
principle to have each of his chiefs watched over by an associate 
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or assistant, who in turn was surrounded by his own set and was 
ready to supplant the chief. These indefinable groupings among 
officials, formed by circumstances for the solution of urgent 
problems according to various criteria of docility, aptitude or 
chance, were not in the least homogeneous: side by side with 
careerists, conscientious persons well-qualified in their speciality 
rubbed shoulders with informers and parasites. Individual or 
collective purges frequently overhauled these unstable forma- 
tions and modified their external features. These left as a residue 
carefully selected fixed groups, with their routine, their pro- 
fessional habits, sometimes also the last scraps of the competence 
necessary to the functioning of the state machine, particularly 
indispensable in the kev positions of the economic and military 
administration. But the purges inspired by the narrow con- 
servative views of the central power—safequarding of the new 
privileges, fear of the least initiative, suspicious distrust of each 
and all—lower to a minimum the level of the men and of their 
work. In brief, power and knowledge contradict one another 
in insoluble antagonism. 

Degrading struggles berween the highly selected sections of 
the bureaucracy result from this lengthy course of action, strug- 
gles in which Sralin. in the name of his intangible preponder- 
ance, is the arbiter. There is also another result: that bestiality 
of the strong. that humility of the weak. the real abuses of 
the one, the false confessions of the other, in the absence of all 
normal expression of political thought and individual needs. of 
all respect for human personality and for anv moral rule. At 
his case in this ssilieu. m these surroundings, which are his 
natural element. Stalin incites and provokes his auxiliaries. stirs 
up rival passions, exploits rancour and hatred in order to guar- 
antee in his own wav the continuance of his despotism and the 
unique position of the supreme arbiter. He cuts short differ- 
ences, separates the protagonists, and profits from the situation 
to impose new men. Not knowing in whom to trust and seeing 
traitors on all sides, he keeps changing his favourites without 
changing his methods, and alwavs with identical results. From 
disappointment to miscalculation, from set-backs to deceptions. 
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in the blind alley where the great, new technical and industrial 
enterprise marks time and often retreats, he interprets every 
natural weakness as ill-will, every unlucky chance as obstruc- 
tion, every banal mishap as wrecking and sabotage. He must 
have culprits to punish in order to preserve the dogma of in- 
fallibilicy from on high, as well as his personal prestige. 

He treats all slavish courtiers as “‘double-faced,” or at least 
accuses them of lack of vigilance; he is constantly creating 
supplementary departments of the police bureaucracy, such as 
the “military councils” and the commussars in the Army follow- 
ing the “political sections” in the kolkboz, in order to reinforce 
the spying system. In his eyes, all evil being treason, all good 1s 
merely a question of police and repression. The different bu- 
reaucratic sections in the various ranks of Party and State, united 
against their inferiors but divided before their superiors, seem 
to him at best as less and less apt to realise the impossible tasks 
assigned them by the plans, the false calculations, the badly 
worked out projects. They denounce and devour each other, 
and are sacrificed one after the other according to the neces- 
sities of a vulgar hand-to-mouth policy. At length Stalin replaces 
them with “men with no political past,” that greedy new gen- 
eration, impatient and brutal, on which he depends. In the 
economic blind alley in which the U.S.S.R. found itself before 
the twenticth anniversary of October, a mass slaughter was 
necded to speed things up. The Kirov murder furnished the 
pretext. 

These “men with no political past,” who have, moreover, no 
culture, no experience and too often no scruples, men lacking 
in science as in conscience, provide Stalin with sad surprises, as 
is shown, among other examples of the same kind, by the defec- 
tion of the Soviet diplomat Th. Butenko who went straight 
over to fascism. It is true that the transition from Bolshevism 
to fascism has for a long time been easy to make. This man was 
not an exceptional case, his defection was merely the result of 
accidental causes. He was in truth a characteristic product of 
the neo-Bolshevism: there are many other examples. In order 
to be sent abroad, he must have passed through many sieves, 
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and undergone many controls. Stalin and Yezhov answered for 
him still, over the signature of Litvinov, while he was en route 
for Rome. Nevertheless, he declared himself their enemy of 
long standing, and called passionately for their fall and that of 
their regime. Those who agree with him, and who work inside 
Russia, work against them in another way, by making a career; 
they are worth no more in the economy and the administration 
than in diplomacy and politics. If the renegade in question does 
not represent the whole of “soviet youth,” which has been the 
theme of an abundant, but vain and deceptive literature, he 
belongs nevertheless to that cynical generation fashioned by the 
G.P.U. and formed in the school of Stalin. 

At the Congress of Soviets in 1936, it was said that 43 per 
cent of the population had been born since the revolution, and 
consequently had only theoretical notions of the past. Thus 
Stalin draws on an inexhaustible reserve, and is visibly obsessed 
by this prolific increase which authorises him, as he thinks, to 
do as he pleases as far as human material is concerned; for it 
accords well with his inclination to “mow down in large arm- 
fuls” the old and the adult generations, as is shown, among 
other signs, by this phrase of his: “At the present time, there is 
with us each year a net increase of the population of nearly 
three million. This means that each year, we increase to the 
extent of the whole of Finland.” It means in addition, to the 
misfortune of Russia, that Stalin estimates human life at the very 
lowest price; as if, apart from ethical arguments, social beings 
were interchangeable in work and production without regard 
to their culture. 

If T. G. Masaryk could justly remark that “Bolshevik half- 
culture is worse than the absence of all culture,” the suppression 
of this half-culeure by Stalin has not brought Russia any nearer 
to the happiness of the ordinary people: instead of clearing the 
ground, it has allowed the studious youth to become imbued 
with schematic idiocies, primitive sophisms, notions so utterly 
false, and condemned by all experience, that the Bolsheviks 
themselves have had to repudiate them one by one and “redis- 
cover the alphabet” every day. The lack of rudimentary culture 
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of the new men does not correspond to the industrial civilisation, 
whose carcass has been imported at great expense and implanted 
with many disappointments, and still less to the high moral 
level without which a society with socialist tendencies is in- 
conceivable. But in the new generation it is possible to dis- 
tinguish, amid the still amorphous and passive mass, two contra- 
dictory currents. The so-called “soviet” youth, conformist, 
poured into the mould of the Bolshevik organisation, uncul- 
tured, egotistical, devoted to sport, parrot-like, boastful, profit- 
eering, eager for gain, grossly practical, doubtful of nothing, 
its head filled with orthodox pamphlets, 1s however sterile, in 
spite of its privileges. The pseudo-soviet youth, non-conformist, 
impossible to define in its silence, restless, enquiring, thoughtful, 
dissatisfied, retains its critical spirit, learns its trade, avoids 
politics, hides its opinions, reads the poets and philosophers, and 
escapes from official influence while keeping up appearances. 
Neither the one nor the other, for different reasons, can fulfill 
the hopes of Stalin. 


9 


Tue scale of the extermination carricd out between and after 
the trials for treason and terrorism has somewhat lessened their 
importance, but their significance nevertheless extends to the 
whole course of action. For the future history of Russia, its 
revolutions and counter-revolutions, it is not a matter of indiffer- 
ence to know whether these trials concealed some morsel of 
truth under the mass of obvious deceptions. Practically every 
one of the lies of the accusation and of the confessions, like the 
lies of the witnesses and of the speeches for the prosecution, 
collapsed under the flagrant contradictions between one trial 
and the next. The statements with regard to the two parts which 
were verifiable abroad were all shown to be false, without a 
single exception. The opinions foisted upon the accused were 
diametrically opposed to those which they were always known 
to have held. Their own declarations before the tribunal, about 


the ideas which inspired the opposition and the alleged plots, 
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are contradicted from end to end by all the existing documents 
not specially prepared for the needs of the case. Finally—a proof 
of the “totalitarian” imposture which is really superfluous—a 
comparison with earlier trials, notably that of the “industrialists” 
and that of the “Mensheviks,” establishes a remarkable identity 
of structure which leaves no doubt as to the technique and the 
police machination: the only difference is that in the earlier 
trials France takes the place of Germany; the only novelty is 
the addition of terrorism. 

The general thesis of the accusation was summed up in March 
1937 by Stalin in these words: “... From the political tendency, 
which it showed six or seven years earlier, Trotskyism has be- 
come a mad and unprincipled gang of saboteurs, of agents of 
diversion, of assassins acting on the orders of the espionage 
services of foreign Strates.” The complete falseness of this need 
no longer be demonstrated, since it was immediately obvious 
on the publication of the reports of the trials and by an exam- 
ination of facts, the comparison of texts, the absence of proofs, 
the contradictions in which the terms annul one another, the 
unexplained disappearance of several hundred accused and of 
thousands of witnesses and the material impossibilities which 
discredit the remainder. Moreover, certain inexplicable gaps, 
unjustifiable obscurities, indisputable lies, the incredible una- 
nimity, the absolute isolation of the prisoners, the abnormal 
conditions of their imprisonment, the complete secrecy of the 
preliminary examination, the absence of any defence and of all 
material evidence, the obvious role of Chekists and agents pro- 
vocateurs, the fact that similar or related trials were held in 
camera, the mechanical argv of all too excessive insults—all this 
hardly adds weight to the theses. The implication as Trotskvists 
of men well known as mortal enemies of Trotsky refutes them; 
the presence of Rykov and Bukharin. and even Yagoda among 
the accused discredits them. Stalin himself imprudently contra- 
dicted them a year later by making Trotsky and Krestinsky be- 
long to the German espionage service already in 1921, Rakovsky 
to the Intelligence Service in 1924, etc.—that is. long before the 

“six or seven vears earlier,” and at a period when the close col- 
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laboration of these persons with himself is incontestable. By 
the zeal of this same Stalin, Trotsky had, moreover, been 
abundantly accused as an agent of France, before being branded 
an agent of Germany—assertions more or less incompatible. In 
the case of the military leaders, the “espionage” of 1937 became 
in 1938 vague, confused and musty intentions of a political coup 
d'etat. All the charges of the indictments have the same force. 
There is not even the very least valid juridical presumption of 
guilt. 

Does this mean that no doubt exists, in the nature of things, 
after these objective statements, which are rendered difficult of 
belief by the resemblance of so many accused to their accusers? 
Doubts still exist about too many historical enigmas, and not 
only in Russia, to hope that this will be fully clarified before the 
death of Stalin. As for terrorism—the classic reply from below 
to the terror from above—no definite act or concrete plan was 
revealed in the trials. But the assassination of Kirov by Nik- 
olayev, the only real fact, together with various other indica- 
tions, proves, in spite of the active participation of the G.P.U., 
the existence of an exasperated and desperate state of mind 
among a part of the younger communist generation: terrorism 
derives from this inevitably. Stalin had nothing to fear, in this 
connection, from his former opponents, who were astute but 
crushed; he has everything to fear from the simple minded, from 
believers, from anonymous men. Not one of the “capitulators” 
dreamed of killing him; each one hoped perhaps that some un- 
known person would o it, only to profit by his gesture and to 
see the tyrannicide sent to what serves as a scaffold, leaving 
posterity to weave him garlands. Stalin could nor limit himself 
to sacrificing a series of Nikolayevs without reputation, in order 
to intimidate once again a tired, bored and hardened public 
opinion. He sacrificed celebrated heads, chosen for secondary 
reasons: old counts to settle, the thirst for vengeance to be 
slaked, those who were too well informed to be silenced. 
In addition, with the unprecedented police precautions with 
which he surrounds himself—an unheard of technique of pro- 
tection, extending even to the minute search of his intimate 
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friends—he never risks his life in the Kremlin except by a 
chance meeting with some individual very close to him and of 
the same type, an Ordjonikidze, for example, able for once to 
deceive the vigilance of the guards making the search or to seize 
on the wing a suddenly propitious opportunity. In public, where 
he appears very rarely and unexpectedly in order to avoid pre- 
pared attacks, he is surrounded by an unbelievable number of 
unarmed “comrades,” selected with a fine-toothed comb, and 
by an incalculable number of janissaries. The preventive terror, 
and the fear of reprisals directed against their families, complete 
the system. The chances are thus reduced to zero in practice. 

Ordjonikidze, as a matter of fact, an old accomplice of Stalin, 
one of those responsible for his rise, well versed in the tricks 
and scheming of his master and compatriot, was the sort of man 
to take the initiative when once he had scented his disgrace. 
But as it turned out, his own too opportune death was imme- 
diately suspect to the inhabitants of Moscow, a suspicion which 
increased after the Yagoda affair and its horrifying revelations. 
Stalin alone could profit by the crime. The discovery of the 
unusual laboratory of the G.P.U. does not allow the Suggestion 
to be brushed aside. Since Stalin has felt the need of getting rid 
of the doctors of the Kremlin, the mystery of the “medical 
assassinations” will not be the easier to elucidate. The chapter 
of poisons already held a certain place in the history of Russia, 
next to the chapter of tortures; but in the most modern times, 
“socialism in a single country,” the avowed end which justifies 
unavowable means, was required to prolong it further by some 
sinister pages. 

Yagoda, Stalin’s henchman, was quite capable of committing, 
under the cover of his “patron,” the crimes of which he accused 
himself; one could not be surprised if he had also acted on his 
own account. It may be voiced as a conjecture that he might 
have got rid of Menzhinsky in order to take his place, and of 
Peshkov in order to take his wife. As for Kuibyshev, the affair 
is inexplicable, unless Stalin gave the order to “liquidate” him 
as a disturbing witness or a cumbersome mediocrity, in order 


to have at his disposal various posts to bestow. Finally, in the 
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case of Gorky Stalin was also the only person who had both the 
power and the interest to hasten his death. In recent years he 
had refused him permission to return to Sorrento, foreseeing his 
departure for good and all, and for the same reason had for- 
bidden in 1935 his participation in an international congress of 
“anti-fascist writers” in France. (Would not Gorky at liberty 
exercise abroad, in certain cases, an undesirable moral pressure 
on Moscow, would he not leave behind him, under new influ- 
ences, writings which would damage Stalin's prestige?) After 
an episodic phase of friendship w hich was self-interested on both 
sides, each judging the other necessary for his glory, for differ- 
ent reasons and in different ways, their relations became cold 
on account of certain humanitarian overtures made by Gorky 
who intervened to limit abuses; thev went from bad to worse 
after the secret trial of Kamenev, which scandalised and alarmed 
the last remaining friends of Lenin. The “genial leader” and 
the “genial artist” had nothing left to say to each other, nothing 
further to expect from each other. It may well be that the first 
put an end to the second to leave his hands freer for the great 
purge he had secretly resolved upon. But no one can honestly 
give credence to the police version attributing the devilish 
initiative to Trotsky, who morally even more than physically 
is as it were removed to another planet; a version charging the 
“terrorists” with subtle manceuvres to contaminate with influ- 
enza an old man of nearly seventy, already undermined by 
incurable diseases, and to administer overdoses of the remedies. 
On the other hand, one of Stalin’s distinctive characteristics, 
which has been outstanding throughout his career, is systemati- 
cally to throw his own misdeeds and crimes, as well as his polit- 
ical errors and governmental mistakes, on the shoulders of those 
whose discredit and ruin he is plotting. 

Moreover, terrorism has no meaning or reason unless it has 
a personal or collective signature, by its very definition, it aims 
at inspiring by violence a feeling of terror of some person or 
thing; properly speaking, it is unthinkable for it to be anonymous 
or silent. Terrorism without indication of its origin fails in its 
object, terrorises nobody; for that reason, the death of Gorky, 
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like chat of Kuibyshev and others, spread not the slightest terror. 
On the other hand, any normal mind can understand that it is 
always Stalin who profits by the crime—if we allow for a mo- 
ment the supposition of a crime. The statement of the unfor- 
tunate Dr. Levin, “Yagoda was threatening to destroy my 
family,” as an explanation of his alleged complicity, bears out 
what is known of the terrorist methods of the G.P.U. under 
Yezhov as under Yagoda, but above all characterises the whole 
terrorist regime of Stalin. The mother of the “wisest man of 
our time,” just before dving, said of him in Izvestia: “An ex- 
emplary son. I wish everybody one like him.” The whole of 
Russia expresses itself in opposite terms. 

A disturbing series of questions then arises, after the Yagoda 
trial, especially if we remember that, according to the gossip 
in the U.S.S.R. which is inevitable in a country without a free 
press, several murders of well-known people have been repre- 
sented as suicides; that Budyonny could kill his wife with im- 
punity in order to marry another, and that mysterious disap- 
pearances follow one another under the regime of the “happy 
life.” What did Sralin’s secretary, Tovstukha, die of? W hy did 
Alliluyeva, Stalin’s wife, commit suicide? Natural deaths occur 
in Russia, as elsewhere; that of Stalin’s mother, Catherine 
Djugashvili, in 1937 is probably one of them, that of Lunach- 
arsky (1933), that of Chicherin (1936), that of Anna Elizarova 
(1935) and of Marie Uhanova (1937), Lenin's sisters, do not 
appear suspicious. But was the strange laboratory of Dr. Kazakov 
used in only two or three cases? (And as the crowning in- 
consistency in the official version, the “terrorist” doctors are 
supposed to have restricted themselves to administering doses of 
digitalin and other substances which by no means require a spe- 
cial laboratory.) If we are to be referred back as far as the 
death of Menzhinsky (1934), why not cite that of Krassin, that 
of Dzerzhinsky, that of Lenin? Krassin, as a member together 
with Lenin and Bogdanov of the troika which directed ter- 
rorist action in Russia after the too; Revolution, knew a great 
deal about Stalin, and did not take him for an eagle, exactly. 
Dzerzhinsky’s name was often mentioned as a possible Gen- 
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eral Secretary of the Party, a man as firm but more loyal than 
Stalin. If Dzerzhinsky’s successor at the G.P.U., Menzhinsky, 
was killed by his own successor, Yagoda, who in his turn was 
in effect suppressed by his successor, Yezhov, bis sudden death 
can also be questioned. Moreover, there is the disturbing case 
of Frunze, Commissar for War, who died in 1925 of a surgical 
operation, carried out against the advice of the doctors but on 
the express orders of Stalin. The unjustified arrest and deporta- 
tion of Pilnyak, the author of a shore story on the drama, does 
nothing to dissipate suspicion in this respect. 

It was inevitable that the execution of the gencrals should 
concentrate attention on the hypothesis of a military plot, even 
though this was not “juridically” proved; an hypothesis accord- 
ing to which the chief guilty parties would be those about 
whose confessions—assumed to bear, the biggest doubt of all, 
on the accusation of “espionage’—nothing whatever is known, 
Now, repression in the Army began with the disappearance of 
such generals as Levandovsky, Schmidt, Kuzmichov, etec, who 
were never heard of afterwards; it preceded the trial of the 
Sixteen, and continued with the arrest of Putna, mentioned in 
the trial of the Seventeen where the name of Tukhachevsky 
was thrown into the arena; it was marked next by the “suicide” 
of Gamarmik, followed by the cight most sensational executions; 
then came an uninterrupted series of arrests and executions in 
which were implicated Marshals Yegorov and Blücher, prac- 
tically the whole of the General Staff, military and naval, nearly 
half the cadres of both the Army and Navy, and even half the 
Council of War which had condemned the I ight. Under the 
politico-police conditions in Soviet Russia, merely to pose the 
question of a plot involving such countless numbers and fo- 
mented in the face of such an indescribable terror, is to solve it. 

Neither between officers, nor between soldiers, nor between 
officers and soldiers, does there exist in the U.S.S.R. the pos- 
sibility of such a concerted plot, even if it involved incomparably 
fewer people. The plan to attack the Kremlin with the aim of 

“palace revolution,” revealed in the trial of the Twenty-one, 
could only be conceived, moreover, to break the resistance of 
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the garrison and, if necessary, of the special troops of the 
G.P.U. But this repression has struck at the leaders of the gar- 
rison and of the G.P.U. just as much as the Army. Thus Stalin’s 
last version is of a plot embracing all active forces and thus 
leaving nubody to attack, a plot which would never have been 
put into action. Such a version is about as likely as his more 
recent one which he has used as a motive for the bloody purge 
in the Navy: the “young school” in the Navy, in considering 
that light units (submarines, torpedo-boats, hydroplanes) were 
preferable to large, costly and vulnerable cruisers and dread- 
noughts, were serving the “enemies of the people” by depriving 
the U.S.S.R. of a fleet of the linc; but “the glorious officials of 
the People’s Commissariat of the Interior cut off the head of 
these reptiles.” 

Under the Stalin regime of universal informing and systematic 
preventive amputation, if any embryo of a plot ever got as far 
as being uttered, Stalin alone was in a position to take the 
initiative in it and to hold its strings. This is not only the opinion 
of Liushkov, a specialist on the subject, but also the lesson 
taught by all political experience in Soviet Russia since the death 
of Lenin. The only thing that is certain in these gloomy tales 
is the major responsibility, the general and particular guile of 
Stalin. Not to neglect any hypothesis, we cannot even exclude 
the possibility that Stalin was not only responsible for Kirov’s 
assassination, as has been verified, but directly guilty of being 
the secret instigator. In this case, knowing beforehand of ter- 
rorist inclinations, he would have given orders to let them 
continue, perhaps to turn the murderous attempt in the direction 
of Kirov, in order later to feign indignation and undertake 
reprisals. The horrifying picture of carnage itself would prove 
that he recognised the complicity of the whole active popula- 
tion, communists included, in the alleged plot. In such circum- 
stances, a “plot has another name in all languages. It is a 
question of latent popular hatred, silent collective hostility to- 
ward Stalin, and an inexorable preventive struggle led by him, 
by his personal clients, his ruling oligarchy, his pretorian guard, 
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all armed to the teeth, in the name of a new privileged class 
against an unarmed people. 

Before deciding, all at once or gradually, on the vast purges 
m which the trials culminated, Stalin must have weighed the 
pros and cons, the advantages and disadvantages. The only dis- 
advantages he could see were the loss of capable men, whom he 
did not believe irreplaceable, and the probable bad effect abroad, 
which in fact he considered negligible. As for the advantages, 
he saw many. He had already got rid of rivals; he now de- 
stroyed possible successors. With the same thought in the back 
of his mind he forbade too marked public acknowledgment of 
those in his immediate circle. He had once said: “To choose 
the victim, to prepare the blow with care, to sate an implacable 
vengeance, and then to go to bed... . There is nothing sweeter 
in the world!” Ac last he was sating his vengeance. He forces 
his adversaries to bestow on him diplomas of genius, under the 
threat of death, torture and reprisals, he compels them to dis- 
honour themselves to deprive them of a martyr's halo, and to 
be sure of their future silence, sends them to their death all 
the same. He uses his ex-opponents for various ends, hoping 
to turn public execration momentarily from himself by present- 
ing them as drunken slaves, and by attributing the economic 
collapse to wrecking and sabotage, thus placing on his subordi- 
nates his own complete responsibility. He lengthens the pro- 
scriptions to destroy suspects and to exile those of whom he is 
doubtful, and at the same time to make up the penal labour 
forces necessary for the huge public works. In his own way he 
carries out, in the interests of his personal dictatorship if not of 
economy and culture, the renewal of the cadres. He also gets 
rid of the people who know too much about him, about his 
past, his present, his imperfections, his crimes. 

He is haunted by anxiety about his biography. His oldest 
comrades, Mdivani. Yenukidze, Ordjonitkidze, have without a 
doubt paid with their lives for too long standing a friendship. 
Neither they, nor Gorky and Yagoda, who were nearest to 
him in their last years, nor Zinoviev and Kamenev, who knew 
him too well at the time of their close collaboration and who 
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were nearest also to Lenin, will write any memoirs. If there 
are papers hidden anywhere, it is doubtful if those who know 
of them will be able to use them for a long time to come. 
Yenukidze, Krupskaya, Gorky have modified or falsified the 
memoirs they had written, in the new editions, to please the 
despot. Khandjian, after his suicide, was accused by his suc- 
cessor of having allowed works to be published in which “the 
role of Comrade Stalin as creator of the Bolshevik organisations 
in Transcaucasia and Armenia is ignored.” Another, A. K. 
Karayev, has had to answer for the crime of having “concealed,” 
in a book which appeared in 1926, Stalin’s part in the workers’ 
movement at Baku in former times. Such examples abound, and 
reveal in Stalin, side by side with megalomania and a mania for 
persecution, an inferiority complex which torments him. His 
tamest historians are mercilessly chastised when they are unable 
to attribute new merits to him, to fashion for him out of whole 
cloth a past role fitting to his future stature. The “Histories of 
the Party” published up to 1937, although bearing the official 
stamp—even those of Bubnov and Yaroslavsky, Popov and 
Knorin—are declared false or void. In 1938, a new Short His- 
tory of the Party was published anonymously, under strict and 
salutary instructions, which superseded the works of all previous 
historians and became the definitive edition. Stalin requires that 
in every circumstance he shall be the leading light. He destroys 
the last witnesses capable of one day producing a true testimony 
about him. He avenges himself now on these for not having 
known how to speak, now on those for not having known how 
to keep silent. And he shows the measure of his courage, as of 
his “humanism,” when, secure from all risk, he insults the de- 
feated, stamps upon his prisoners, and rages over their dead 
bodies. 

In the same way, Stalin never has enough of grandiloquent 
and artificial praise, of compliments more or less sincere. The 
majority of his victims hoped in vain to disarm him by celebrat- 
ing his virtues, his talents, his genius, rivalling each other in un- 
speakable servility. To quote, after the work of N. Lakoba, but 
one extract from this anthology of fawning humility, it is 
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enough to dip at hazard into Bukharin: “. . . The iron hand of 
the workers’ most remarkable guide, the commander-in-chief of 
millions of men, whose name is the symbol of grandiose Five 
Year Plans, of gigantic struggles and victories, Stalin.” The edi- 
torials of Pravda, and of the ten thousand other papers, are in 
the same vein: “Millions of adoring eyes are fixed on Stalin. His 
name is repeated by the workers of the entire world with pro- 
found emotion. He is the hope of all the oppressed. He is the 
father of all who struggle for happiness and humanity.” Fvery 
time the Bolshevik Fuchrer utters a few trite words, Pravda sees 
in his speech a “new stage in universal history,” and loses no 
Opportunity of declaring that “the powerful personality of 
Stalin epitomises all the grandeur of the coming era of human- 
itv,” or something else of the sort. The self-confessed enemies 
of the people, traitors, spies, Trotskvists, double-faced fascists, 
have all uttered or written similar dithvrambs. 

Lenin was sanctified after his death; Stalin is deified while still 
alive. A certain delegate to a congress speaks on his mandate in 
these terms: “. . . At that moment I saw our beloved father, 
Stalin, and I lost consciousness. The ‘hurrahs’ resounded for a 
long time, and it was probably this noise which brought me to 
myself. . . You will excuse me, comrades, if, finding myself in 
such a state of bewilderment at the sight of Comrade Stalin, I 
did not salute him.” Zealous officials show their conformist zeal 
by christening localities with Stalin’s name, with every imagina- 
ble ending. Other philistines organise at Batoum an exhibition of 

“rev olutionary relics” connected with the life of the dictator. 
Orhers place his bust on Stalin Peak, the highest point of the 
Pamir mountains, where Lenin Peak is only second highest; 
others erect it on the Elburz in the Caucasus, and announce in 
their artificial exaltation: “On the highest crest in Furope, we 
have erected the bust of the greatest man of our time.” As for 
the tsars, capital letters are compulsory when printing pro- 
nouns and adjectives referring to his redoubtable name. Fastern 
“poets” are paid large sums to raise the pitch of the panegyrics: 
“Story tellers no longer know to whom to compare Thee, poets 
have not enough pearls with which to describe Thee.” Other 
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verses in the same vein: “O Thou, mighty one, chief of the 
peoples, Who callest man to life, Who awakest the earth to 
fruitfulness, Who summonest the centuries to youth . . . O sun, 
Who art reflected by millions of human hearts.” It appears also 
that Stalin is “more lofty than the high celestial spaces” and 
“clearer and purer than the clear waters of Baikal”, “his eye is 
more piercing than the falcon’s”; finally, he is “stronger than 
the valiant lion,” and moreover, “a magnificent garden of per- 
fumed fruits,” and further, “the most glittering diamond of the 
Party”; “like the sun, he darts his rays, golden springs of happi- 
ness.” A hideous iconography abundantly illustrates this rhetoric. 

More occidental writers also fall into line, and that without 
much effort. A certain Prokofiev sums up: “Fverything is em- 
braced in this immense name. Everything: the Party, the Father- 
land, life, love, immortality, everything!” Another, Avdeyenko 
by name, with a marvellous imitation of spontaneity, recites a 
great heroic lay, learnt by heart, with verses in this strain: “I 
can fly to the moon, voyage in the Arctic, make some great dis- 
covery, Invent a new machine, for my creative energy is op- 
pressed by nobody—and all thanks to Thee, great educator, 
Stalin”; and the final verse: “Men of all times and of all nations 
will call by Thy name all char is beautiful, strong, wise, and 
marvellous. Thy name is and will be engraved i in every factory, 
on every machine, on every tuft of the carth, in the hearts of all 
men.” The prize must be given to the man who goes one better 
than a paroxvsm. Further to the West, where the Soviet budget 
(largesse, author’s rights, travelling invitations) maintains nu- 
merous prostitutes of the pen, there is in France a fairly well- 
known writer sufficiently venal to publish a biography of Stalin, 
studded with gross errors of history and geography and with 
falsifications skilfully reproduced on a groundwork of apolo- 
getics as degrading for the author as for the beneficiary. Tukh- 
achevsky and his executed colleagues had greeted in Stalin a 
great master of strategy. An aviator famous in the U.S.S.R. 
proclaims: “Where Stalin appears, shadows melt away ... .” 
which proves that it is possible to climb high and sink low, that 
certain types of heroism and of shamelessness are compatible. 
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The crew of the Afarat wrote to Stalin: “Because they are the 
object of Your tenderness, animated by Your paternal love and 
Your solicitude, the men of our magnificent country accom- 
plish miracles such as the world has never seen, and multiply 
their exploits on land, in the air, on the water and under the 
water.” But Ivanov, the commander of this cruiser, was none 
the less shot as a double-faced enemy of the people. It is only 
too clear that these rivalries in frenzied adulation into which 
irony sometimes slips, mingled with derisive extravagance, be- 
tray an intense fear of not satisfying the tyrant’s demands, and 
that the poetic and literary flatteries, works written to order 
and paid for dearly, have only an appearance of fervour. So 
many bullets in so many heads, so many convicts and so many 
forced labour gangs forbid any illusion on this all too revealing 
subject. 


10 


“Tue soul of all poetry,” it appears that Stalin is also the spirit 
of all prose: his hired admirers attribute to him the key role in 
every sphere of human activity, in industry and in agriculture, 
in the arts and in the sciences, pure and applied. Every result is 
achieved thanks to his “genial perspicacity,” to his constant in- 
tervention “in all the details” of all creative work. Be it a ques- 
tion of oil, or cast-iron, or chemistry, or transport, or aviation, 
or collective farms, or architecture, or town-planning, the “great 
initiator” has thought of everything, foreseen everything and 
prescribed everything; he “settles all the chief problems per- 
sonally,” and moreover “looks after all the practical details 
himself.” Fven the films are due to his “daily instructions.” A 
new Pico della Mirandola, he knows everything, and more be- 
sides; every day brings a fresh proof of that. But in 1937, on 
the twentieth anniversary of October, which almost coincided 
with the end of the second Five Year Plan, the internal situation 
in the U.S.S.R. was such that, well-versed as they are in pre- 
senting cooked accounts and addicted to pompous and inter- 
minable speeches, neither Stalin nor his experts dared to bring 
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out the doctored balance-sheet of their precarious work. A 
deathly silence enveloped the solemn date, awaited as the most 
portentous of the regime. 

The reason is that the second Five Year Plan, although re- 
duced to more reasonable proportions than those elaborated 
beforehand in the delirious drafts, could not be better carried 
out than the first in any respect, and for the same reasons. “In- 
dustry is seven times more productive than before the war, and 
the national income has quadrupled,” Stalin summed up at the 
Congress of the Sovicts in 1936. But it is useless to quote figures 
which have no stable meaning; serious indices of value and 
quality are lacking, and for good reason. Stalin is more ignorant 
than anyone of the real economic situation, for he receives only 
false information, dictated by fear, since sincerity on the part 
of the commissars, secretaries, heads of trusts and enterprises is 
interpreted as sabotage and punished by death. The corrective 
activities of the police svodki banish illusions without correcting 
the figures. The reports, accounts and statistics do not reflect 
the real situation. every verification or inspection reveals a lie, 
every analysis uncovers a snare. Comparisons in arbitrary and 
variable roubles teach nothing. Quantitative progress appears 
fallacious when one knows the corresponding investments, apart 
from the waste which must be deducted. Craft production, so 
important in former times in Russia, reached its lowest point in 
1937, and does not figure in these flattering comparisons. Esti- 
mates of the national income are so much pure fantasy. The 
rise in cost and selling prices, preeminently negative signs, serve 
to swell the production figures, printed on the inferior Soviet 
paper. One must therefore have recourse to other criteria. 

Ir can no longer be denied in 1937, in spite of lving propa- 
ganda, that the general balance-shect is disastrous: the statements 
made at the trials to clear Stalin at the expense of his underlings 
prove it beyond all doubt. Railway catastrophes, mine explosions, 
breakdowns of machinery, waste of material, loss of live-stock, 
deterioration of goods, useless destruction, unpardonable sacri- 
fices, financial deficits, commercial disorder, accidents and waste 
—all this chaos characterises, not the conduct of certain com- 
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missariats, but the “Soviet” totalitarian economy as a whole. 
Stalin knows everything, does everything, has his eve on every- 
thing, is responsible for everything, declare his apologists at 
every turn. In accusing Pyatakov and his colleagues, therefore, 
he is accusing himself in the highest degree and confessing that 
all is for the worst under the worst of all possible dictatorships. 
And here is one of the accessory reasons grafted, in the construc- 
tion of the trials, onto the main considerations: the designation 
of people to bear the guilt of Stalin the Infallible—it being under- 
stood that the main and secondary considerations are now inter- 
changeable, now identical, and that the economic depression and 
the war peril are considered by Stalin only in so far as they 
affect the preservation of his power. 

Just as the so-called Bolshevik system has never, according to 
T. G. Masaryk, been anything but a complete absence of svs- 
tem, or in other words, a series ofi improvisations and an accumu- 
lation of compromises, in spite of the vaunted principles, in the 
same wav, the so-called plans are characterised by the absence 
of any real plan. If there still exists in the U.S.S.R. a more or less 
directed economy, it is only by an infringement of the plans, 
bv violations and transgressions which are called by the untrans- 
latable slang name of blatt, which expresses the very antithesis 
of plan, personal combinations substituted for stable rules which 
make it possible to get around various obstacles. The blatt 
obviates by personal initiative the impossibilities conceived by 
the central authority, but it cannot solve, against the police 
State, all che problems. It puts off the final crisis of this pseudo- 
system without preventing it; it protracts with its palliatives a 
fraudulent bankruptcy of which arithmetical fictions, complete 
or partial, give no account. There are, however, true criteria 
which provide the key to the enigma. 

Once has only to compare the average wage in Soviet Russia 
with that of Tsarist Russia, reducing them both to a common 
unit of measurement (cf. Yvon, L’U.R.S.S. telle qu'elle est). A 
wage of 600 kilogrammes of bread per month in 1913 was re- 
duced to 170 kilos in 1935, a decrease of more than two thirds. 
Bur it had risen to Roo kilos in 1927, at the time of the tenth 


566 STALIN 


nniversary of October, the last year of the N.E.P. In 1937 it 
‘corresponded to 260 kilos, that is, less than half the pre-war 
evel; and here the apparent increase was due to the increased 
dvantages of the privileged sections of the community, in- 
‘orporated in the sum total. (Professor S. Prokopovich cleverly 
nfers from partial Soviet data, which by their artifice are on the 
whole favourable to Stalin’s regime, that the pre-war monthly 
wage of 24 roubles 30 had dropped to 16 roubles 50 in 1937— 
‘rom which moreover obligatory deductions varying from 15 
‘0 21 percent must be subtracted.) Expressed in the basic food 
commodity, black bread, a simple calculation which gets nearer 
to the truth than the too learned indices of the statisticians, 
the average working wage at the end of the second five vear 
period is less than half the miserable wage of former times, one 
of the lowest in Europe, when account is taken of wages in 
kind (social services) and deductions (fines and subscriptions, 
voluntary and otherwise). The area of urban housing facilities 
is under five square metres per person on paper, and in fact it is 
less than half for the working class. Social insurances stingily 
redistribute with one hand a minute part of what is taken away 
with the other. Since the agricultural workers share the unhappy 
lot of the town workers as far as wages are concerned, it is the 
whole mass of the population which pavs for this peculiarly 
cruel system of oppression and exploitation of man by man, 
ravaged by negligence and arbitrary power, venality and lies, 
bribery and parasitism. nepotism and tvranny. the symbolic 
knout and the death penalty. 

From 1927 to 1937 hundreds of milliards of roubles were in- 
vested in industry and agriculture in order to give them a modern 
equipment—but the result has been that in fact thev are 
operating at a loss. Even though we know what Soviet milliards 
are, and what Stalin’s milliards are worth, the resources thus 
sunk in the means of production nevertheless represent a con- 
siderable drain on the national income, precisely that brutal 
lowering of the standard of living expressed i in wages. At this 
exorbitant price, the technical victories appear at their true 
value. Not one of them was worth the expense, the sacrifice, 
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the suffering inflicted on a great people, whom history has left 
without means of defence. The example of other nations, and 
even of Tsarist Russia, shows that it was possible to have done 
far better, at a lower cost and with more lasting results by more 
rational and more humane methods. 

The industrial structure, organised without forethought under 
conditions of terror, is showing itself unworkable in practice, 
unless profound reforms are introduced—as was indeed to be 
expected: permanent disequilibrium, irremediable disproportions, 
premature depreciation of material, immobilisation of machinery, 
dilapidation and flaws in new buildings, frequent damages and 
multiplicity of accidents, forced interruptions of work, all indi- 
cate the vices of the “system” and the imperfections of the 
regime. The quality of production daily becomes lower and 
diminishes the quantity that can be used; the proportion of 
defective or uscless articles is as much, and sometimes more than 
5o per cent in certain model factories. Transport is going to 
rack and ruin, stakhanovism is precipitating the breakdown of 
indispensable and costly machine-tools. The production of 
consumption goods, in relation to that of capital goods, did not 
in 1937 come up to pre-war level, and will not do so even in 
1942, at the end of the third Five Year Plan (Pravda, August 
14, 1937). The productivity of labour in the U.S.S.R. is about 
one fifth that of the great industrial countries. ‘The cost of pro- 
duction is five umes as high, perhaps,—the official figures do not 
warrant a sure estimate. It is impossible to calculate the losses, 
the thefts, the depreciation, the deficiencies. Excessive centralisa- 
tion, the number of intermediary authorities, the abuse of power, 
bureaucracy, formalism, suspicion and incompetence, in addi- 
tion to the other wounds in Soviet society, produce sterility in 
industrial methods and explain to a large extent the mediocre 
results. It is understandable that Stalin is anxious at all costs to 
find treacherous saboteurs to answer for his failures, and why, 
in 1937, he decapitated more than half the enterprises by sending 
their directors to hard labour or death. 

Collective agriculture suffers from the same evils as state 
industry, and also from evils peculiar to itself. Under the yoke 
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of the new rural bureaucracy, with its police psychology and 
its red-tape, the kolkboz show no profit and the giant sovkboz 
only exist by means of subsidies, and as experience shows are 
bound inevitably to be parcelled out. The losses caused by the 
collectivisation of cattle will not be repaired for a long time, 
unless it be by private rearing. Cereal production fell from 96.6 
million tons in 1913 to 77 million in 1936, a figure which S. Pro- 
kopovich establishes from Soviet data. But, said Stalin in Decem- 
ber 1935: “. . . Reaping with the reaping-machine involves 
enormous losses of grain... . With this system we are losing 
from 20 to 25 per cent of the harvest.” He thus calculated the 
losses at one milliard poods per year, that is, sixteen million tons, 
nearly a quarter of the theorctical harvest, and talked boastfully 
of “raising the annual grain production in the near future to 
seven and eight milliard poods.” In 1937, a year claimed as excep- 
tional, propaganda spoke of a gross harvest of 110 million tons, 
that is the seven milliard poods required by Stalin, who com- 
mands the elements as he commands men, and imposes his will 
on the soil, the sowings and the weather, but above all on the 
statistics. But this was a figure on paper, a theoretical figure 
proclaimed long before the harvest, a record figure from which 
we must subtract at least a quarter for the losses admitted by 
Stalin, and further losses due to ordinary administrative incompe- 
tence: a sixth of the harvest, left uncut in the fields, rotted under 
the snow—this in a country where gleaning is punishable by 
death as “injury to socialist property.” Moreover, the losses sus- 
tained during transport and storage are not reckoned. The 
State requisitions, at ruinous prices, about &s per cent of the 
produce of agriculture. The general poverty which results is 
pitiable; only private or family cultivation, side by side with the 
pseudo-socialist sector, prevents famine. In 1937 collectivisation 
was almost complete (18.5 milhon peasant families), and to 
bring in the last cultivators still outside the kolkhoz (1.4 million 
families), prohibitive taxes on their horses were decreed in 1938. 
although the vear before Stalin had reminded the Central Com- 
mittee of “the principle of voluntary membership.” These new 
measures of spoliation will not be the last word, for the Bol- 
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sheviks have never finished undoing what was done and redoing 
what they only knew how to undo. 

If industry and agriculture work at a loss and swallow up 
a good part of the national income, the deficit is seen in the 
privations inflicted on the working masses: in short, it is made 
up by millions of hours of unpaid labour and involves the sacri- 
fice of millions of human lives. The test of population, which 
Stalin keeps concealed, speaks more eloquently than any other. 
On the basis of the 1926 census there were 147 million inhabit- 
ants, and assuming a birth rate of 2.3 per cent per annum, or an 
annual increase of roughly three million, a figure which Stalin 
keeps repeating. the second Five Year Plan anticipated a popula- 
tion of 180 millions at the end of 1937. The census taken at the 
beginning of that vear, after a minute preparation and with an 
army of over a million officials, ended in the arrest of the direc- 
tors of the statistical bureau and of their close collaborators, the 
results remaining a mystery. According to W. Krivitsky, whose 
excellent confidential source of information is the G.P.U.: 
“Instead of the 171 million inhabitants calculated for 1937, only 
145 million were found; thus nearly 30 million people in the 
U.S.S.R. are missing.” Actually, if the Plan calculated 180 
million at the end of the vear, that would make 17 77 million at 
the beginning, or 32 million missing. Instead of increasing each 
Ser to the extent of “a whole Finland,” as Stalin said, the 
U.S.S.R. has lost the population equivalent of a whole Poland, 
or ten Finlands. Far from “reflecting the victories of socialism” 
as anticipated, the census reflects the defeats of Bolshevism, the 
disasters of industrialisation and collectivisation, which have 
often been compared to the effects of several devastating wars. 
Stalin has ordered a new census for 1939, and this time he will 
sec to it that he obtains the total fixed in advance. But he will 
not bring the dead back to life, nor compensate so much physical 
loss and spiritual ruin. 

The information, tragic in its harshness and of an inexpressible 
pathos, collected by W. Krivitsky, is borne out by fragmentary 
and approximate accounts from ‘other sources. While a corre- 
spondent of the Courrier Socialiste was already able to report 
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five million victims of the famine of 1932-33 (Sozsalisticheski 
Vestnik, No. 9, for 10 May 1934), an American socialist, 
Harry Lang, returning utterly dismayed from a stay in the 
U.S.S.R., learnt from a high Soviet functionary and published 
in the New York Forward that at least six million starving 
people perished in the Ukraine at that period; he reports that 
40 per cent of the population disappeared in certain districts of 
the Ukraine and White Russia; relief organisations count 104,000 
dead in 1933 among German peasant colonies alone (Forward, 
19 February 1936, etc.). A disillusioned American communist, 
Adam J. Tawdul, learnt from Skrvpnik that at least eight million 
persons died of hunger in the Ukraine and northern Caucasus; 
Balitsky, head of the G.P.U. in the Ukraine, estimated eight to 
nine million victims in the Ukraine alone, Lovin, manager of 
the tractor works at Cheliabinsk, told him that more than a 
million died of starvation in the Urals, Trans-Volga and Fastern 
Siberia (New York American, 18-29 August 1935). If one 
thinks of the distress of the millions of exiles; of the innumerable 
ill-treated penal labour squads; of the concentration camps, where 
a frightful mortality makes huge gaps; of the overflowing 
isolators and prisons; of the millions of abandoned children, of 
whom only a minute percentage manages to survive; of the 
executions and punitive expeditions; in short of the multitudes 
“mown down in large armfuls” by Sralin, one cannot be 
astonished at the immense charnel-houses of this gigantic prison 
which with double irony is called a “socialise fatherland.” 
Author and abettor of waste of substance, equivalent in a 
modern State to several great wars lost; responsible more than 
anvone for a material regression and a moral decline. which 
drag Russia far behind in spite of her aeroplanes and tanks: 
Stalin finds himself caught between the fear of a limited war in 
which the U.S.S.R. would be face to face with a powerful 
adversary, and the desire for a general war in which she would 
benefit from powerful alliances. A war thus limited would be 
his certain downfall; a general war would, in his opinion, be 
his salvation. This alternative guides his foreign policy, which 
aims at bringing the U.S.S.R. into any coalition aimed against 
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Germany or Japan and incidentally against their allies. The 
Russian intervention in Spain (1936) and in China (1937) 
clearly illustrate his tactics of moderate intervention according 
to the limited means of the U.S.S.R.; he is thus able to harry 
and help weaken his enemies at small cost, and so to have a 
preponderant voice in the conduct of the war and the conclusion 
of the peace, while preserving intact the main part of his 
forces for more vital circumstances. [The same perspective was 
willingly adopted in regard to Czechoslovakia (1938), since the 
principal burden of the struggle against Germany and Italy 
would fall on France and England. The pretence of an active, 
warlike patriotism, under cover of democratic or traditionalist 
formulac, by the Communist Parties subject to Stalin in the 
West and in the East, has no other motive. A parallel work of 
intermeddling by various methods of influence is carried out 
in government parties, now exploiting respectable sentiments, 
now inadmissible interests, and always hideous sycophancy. 
Karl Marx, of whom the Bolsheviks make a use which is apt 
to come back on them, as long ago as 1864 denounced: “. . . the 
immense and unobstructed encroachments of that barbarous 
power whose head is at St. Petersburg and whose hand is 
detected in all the cabinets of Europe. . . .” Since then, Russia 
has only changed for the worse, and as Custine said a century 
ago, “the nation itself is still nothing but a notice placarded upon 
Europe, dupe of an imprudent diplomatic fiction.” However, 
by his tortuous diplomacy and thanks to the bankruptcy of 
contemporary socialism, Stalin has without difficulty achieved 
partial successes, because of the deep disquiet of the old Europe, 
now in a state of panic before the totalitarian States, who desire 
to redraw the map of the world. With monstrous ambiguity 
he has been able to treat with the pluto-democratic States, who 
are blind to the antagonism between Slavs and Germans, who 
are not counsellors of the affinities between left and right wing 
totalitarianisms, who are not capable of realising the dangers in 
time to act quickly, and who are resigned in their shortsighted- 
ness to accept without conditions any eventual cooperation 
which will assure their existence in the event of war. But at 
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the same time, by his autocratic policy and his backward econ- 
omy, Stalin is sapping the power at his disposal, by depriving it 
of a popular basis, by suppressing the élite, by shaking the 
armed forces to their foundation, by undermining the State with 
internal contradictions, and by exciting centrifugal forces within 
his Empire. It is this which explains Moscow’s glacial silence 
in the most critical hours of European history since the coming 
of national-socialism in Germany. 

Eternal Russia could hold out a long time in a defensive war, 
but the regime would have to be transformed or to disappear in 
a war which threatened the country in its vital parts. This con- 
trast between Russia itself and Stalin's regime, has inexorable 
consequences. A military defeat of the U.S.S.R., or an internal 
crisis, might be fatal to her unwary allics and turn to disaster. 
A final common victory won by the arms and resources of her 
allies, and ending in general exhaustion, would bring into force 
another fear expressed by Marx. If the continent of Europe 
persisted in capitalist excesses, the submission of man to the 
machine, the armaments race, the piling up of public debts, 
then—as the author of Capital wrote in 1867—“the rejuvena- 
tion of Furope by means of the knout and by a compulsory 
infusion of Kalmuk blood, predicted so gravely by the half- 
Russian and wholly Muscovitc, Herzen, ... w ould end by 
becoming inevitable.” 


Ber voung Russia, bled white by Stalin, Icaves the field free 
for Germanic dynamism, and holds itself on the defensive like 
the old decadent western nations, which at least postpones the 
apocalyptic end envisaged by Herzen and by Marx, prophets 
of socialism, who were often opposed in their views. Her internal 
regime prevents her playing in the history of our time a role in 
proportion to her importance, and in this respect Stalin shows 
himself the chief benevolent agent of Germany. This police 
regime is still evolving in the midst of contradictions, and will 
go on evolving: until, at the first serious shock, it will undergo 
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a sudden change, announced by every sign, and prepared by 
invisible ferments. Before it reaches a stable stage of develop- 
ment, its transitory character makes it impossible to define it 
in a satisfactory formula; but the most striking traits of its out- 
ward appearance forbid, in any case, the flattering definitions 
proposed by Stalin. 

Lenin, Trotsky and Bukharin, the three chief thinkers of the 
regime at the period when it was still permitted to think, could 
not agree as to its definition; the first preferred State capitalism, 
the others State socialism. The subsequent evolution under Stalin 
has both simplified and complicated the problem. The difficulty 
of choice is doubtless due to the identity of content in the two 
terms. It is significant that the same hesitation occurs in the case 
of the state forms of fascism. The old vocabulary is thus ill- 
adapted to express new historical phenomena. The new terms, 
Bolshevism and fascism, in themselves empty of political mean- 
ing, were necessary to deseribe hitherto unknown social move- 
ments and their empirical ideology. In the final analysis, these 
movements show so many similarities, and are open to so many 
mutual plagiarisms, they borrow and exchange so many things 
from one another, that the same word, “totalitarian,” another ad- 
dition to the modern vocabulary, becomes them both perfectly. 
Mussolini began by imitating Lenin; Hitler continued by imitat- 
ing Mussolini and Stalin; the latter, in return, copies his two 
rivals, especially in their worst features. At long intervals the 
three dictators, with Stalin as leader, follow one another in the 
wav in which they educate and discipline their subjects by bring- 
ing them into line, throwing them into prison and putting them 
to death. It is hardly possible that so many analogies between 
Bolshevism and fascism in word and deed, in means and methods, 
in institutions and types of men, do not reflect some historical 
relationship, unless one admits the possibility of a complete 
divorce between the essence and the form. 

As for Stalin, he contends rhat even “the expression State 
socialism is incorrect.” In 1936 he considered that “the complete 
victory of the socialist system in all spheres of the national 
economy is now an accomplished fact,” and that “socialism, the 
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first stage of communism, is already realised by us in the main.” 
He went so far as to say that stakhanovism “prepares the condi- 
tions necessary for passing from socialism to communism.” The 
facts themselves are enough to give him the lie and more than 
enough to condemn him. Stalin denies “State socialism” in the 
U.S.S.R. on the ground that the means of production are col- 
lective property. But the appropriation of profit has an unques- 
tionably private character, and it is this which matters. Private 
profit is apparent in the growing social inequality, which is more 
revolting in its arrant injustice than in the capitalist countries 
where it is diminishing, more intolerable in the terminology of 
hypocritical equalitarianism. No society, it is true, has ever 
existed without a hierarchy, without authority, without natural 
and artificial privileges. But the socialist dream of founding one 
has in Russia turned into a nightmare. “The expropriation of 
the expropriators” has led to a sort of bureaucratic feudalism 
under which the proletariat and the peasantry, debased bv 
officialdom and the mandarinate, have been reduced to a kind 
of serfdom. If the methods of production are not exactly capital- 
ist, a term which in any case is indefinable, it is only because, 
for the majority of the Soviet pariahs, the svstem deserves rather 
the name of slavery. 

Stalin analyses as follows the “governing strata” of the Party: 
approximately 3 to 4000 superiors, the “high command”; 
then 30 to 40,000 middle leaders, “our officer cadres”; lastly 
100 to 150,000 subalterns, “our sub-ofhicer cadres.” These two 
hundred thousand individuals dominate the population politically 
and embrace the bureaucracy, the specialists, the intellectuals, 
the functionaries who occupy economically privileged positions. 
According to Trotsky, the most favoured social categories can 
be estimated at about 1o million people, that is 25 million with 
their families. If the population is 145 million, W. Krivitsky’s 
figure, these privileges are at the expense of 120 million people; 
if it were 180 million, the figure of the Plan, they would he at 
the expense of 155 million. It is a regime of privilege because 
one of exploitation, a regime of police because one of oppression. 
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Herzen defined the old Tsarist Russia in a striking paradox 
which is still valid for the U.S.S.R.: “A mixed structure with- 
out architecture, without solidity, without roots, without prin- 
ciples, heterogeneous and full of contradictions. A civil camp, 
a military chancellery, a state of siege in time of peace, a 
mixture of reaction and revolution, as likely to endure a long 
time as to fall into ruins tomorrow.” 

This mixture of reaction and revolution baffles those who 
like classical situations, and lends itself ill to the poor resources 
of sociological language, which, in turn, does not lend itself to 
the introduction of new words and phrases. Fascism also has 
this disconcerting mixture; Mussolini calls it revolution, his 
Opponents answer: preventive counter-revolution. Revolution 
and counter-revolution have very various interpretations, and 
doubtless it is no chance that in the U.S.S.R., in the quarrels 
over historical interpretation between the victorious Tarle 
school and the Pokrovsky school condemned to silence, the 
revolutionary role of Bonaparte or the counter-revolutionary 
role of Napoleon, play s such a large part. Some saw the Russian 
counter-revolution in Bolshevism itself, despite the inauguration 
of a new juridical system of collective ownership, others 
recognise it only after the imposture of Sralin’s Constitution. 
It can also be understood as the period when practice went 
openly against theory, when the old illusions of belief gave way 
to the new unbclieving cynicism, when unconscious contradic- 
tion between word and act was transformed into conscious lying. 
In this sense, Lenin represents the revolution in spite of its 
defeats, Stalin the counter-revolution in spite of its pretended 
victories. 

We must go back a little to trace more precisely the course 
of this formless counter-revolution, whose effects will for long 
be less evident than the causes. T. G. Masaryk, more clear- 
sighted in sociological analysis than in his conceptions as a 
State builder, has best emphasised the mortal error which Lenin 
passed on to Stalin: “When one thinks one has reached the 
definitive culmination of evolution, and that one possesses an 
infallible knowledge of the whole organisation of society, one 
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ceases to work for its progress and its perfection, and one’s 
principal, and indeed sole anxiety is only to preserve one’s posi- 
tion and power.” Experience fully confirms his opinion of “this 
abstract regime deduced from a thesis and put into practice by 
violence,” “the absolutistic dictatorship of a single man and 
his auxiliaries,” a regime of rigid centralism, of inquisition and 
infallibilicy: “The Bolshevik dictatorship has its source in an 
infallibility devoid of all critical judgment, of all scientific 
spirit; a regime which is afraid of criticism and of the judgment 
of thinking men is, by this fact alone, impossible.” 

The force of things and the behaviour of men have contra- 
dicted all Lenin's optimistic forecasts, his hopes in a superior 
democracy as much as his semi-libertarian ideas expressed in the 
State and Revolution and other writings of the same period, at 
the dawn of the revolution. Nothing in the individual theses of 
Trotsky has stood the test any better, in particular his wordy 
and abstract theory of the “permanent revolution.” Lenin died 
too soon to write the epilogue to the miscarriage of Bolshevism. 
Trotsky has not availed himself of the leisure afforded by 
exile to make a true and conscientious examination; even his 
memoirs do not make the contribution to history which one 
has the right to expect from such a protagonist; his articles and 
pamphlets vainly paraphrase a hackneyed argument without 
throwing light on a single problem. The miscarriage of Bolshe- 
vism in Russia is coupled with the irremediable failure of the 
International, and the lessons of experience go far beyond the 
sphere of civil war. Democratic socialism in its various forms, 
in the name of legitimate defence against fascism, is almost 
everywhere allowing itself to be led, circumvented and com- 
promised by dictatorial communism. The death agony of social- 
ist hope in the world thus opens up an immeasurable ideological 
crisis. It will be the part of the epigones of a powerless genera- 
tion to make our the balance-sheet of national Bolshevism, of 
international communism and of traditional socialism, and to 
draw from it some useful lessons. And this should logically lead 
them to examine what is still alive and what is dead in the parent 
doctrine, Marxism. 
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85. 990, gi, 100, 105, 106, 107; defin- 
itive split with Mensheviks, 116, 
120; Lenin calls congress at Prague, 
1912, 129, 135, 1396; demand recogni- 
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$11, $12, 322, $25. 326, 328, 331, 332, 
337. $56. 406 

— Conference of Jan. 1924. 348. 349 
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yaa; death. 425; possibly murdered 
by Stalin, 656-657 

Davali. o8 


Eastman, Max, 948. 412, 414. 478 

Ebtialidze, Mico, 97 

Elbakidze, Arkady, 97 

Flizabeth, Tsarina. 561 

Eltsin, 884 

Financipation of Labour. go. %5. 36 

Engels, Friedrich, 4. 1%. 35. 97. 42. 4R. 
49. Gi, 6g, 71. GR. 120. 199. 185. 108. 
201, 222. 290. 217. 272. 370. $302. Hoo, 
408. 507. 532. 579. 501. HAA 

Frmak. Ataman. 618 

Fesenin, S.. 576, 641 

Fapropriations (v also boyevihki), RR, 
Rg. 92, Q3. 114, 124 


February (March) 
146. 150. 189, 440 

Fedin, C.. 5°74 

Feldman, General, 629 

Feng Yu hsiang, 441. 442. 446. 450 

Figner. Vera, 27 

Five Year Plan. projected. 460, 462, 
463. 470. 493 

— First (192R). 494-497. 900-502. 505- 
507. 518-513, 515, 520-529, 531. 5935- 


Revolution, 144. 


680 


Five Year Plan—Continued 
535, 538 vie 542-554. 557, 561, 567, 
ae 
(1984), 537, 535, 552. 55%. 


_ #7, 598 pet 667 

Fouché, Joseph, 476, 590 

Fourier, Charles, 21, 538 

French Revolution, 4, 20, 59. 65, 12t, 
199, 18g, 253, 302, 316. 321. 353. 354. 
459. 454. 473. 474. 475. 476. 590 

Frumkin, M. I., 490 

Frunze, M., 247, 292. 360, 386, 398, 657 


Galen, v. Blücher 

Gamarnik, lan, 628, 631, 633, 657 

Gambarov, A., 582 

Gapon, Father, 70, 136 

General Strike in England (1926), 427. 
428, 433. 448 

Georgia, desc ae of, 6, 7. 10-18; 
history of. bolshevisation of, 
goo gor; aei in (1924). 372, 
878. 374 

German Revolution, 219, 218, 289. 234, 
281, 335. 336. 365. 368, 377. 503 

Gershuni, Gregory. 69 

Gironde and Girondins, 
200, 219, 24., 289, 476 

Gladkov, F.. 57 

Glazman, 376 

Glebov- Avilov, N. P., 408 

Godunov, Tsar Boris, 409. 499. 504 

Gogol, Nicholas, 20. 575 

Goldava, Patsya, 95. 97 

Goldenberg, 156 

Goncharov, I., 20 

Gorky, Maxim (Alexis Peshkov), 120. 
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108; the Party and the Trade Un- 
ions, 109; Conference at Vyborg 
(1907). 1:8; definitive split, 116, 
12g; Central Committee transferred 
to Russia (1910), 128; Lenin calls 
Congress at Prague (1912). 129, 195, 
136; Trotsky calls Congress at Vi- 
enna (1912), 131. (Thereafter v. 
Bolsheviks, Bolshevik Congresses, and 
Mensheviks. ) 

“Socal-Fascism,” 369, 569, 620 

“Socialism in a Single Country,” 392- 
$96. 395, 414. 437. 500 

Socialist International, 62, 84, 101, 118, 
254; Stuttgart Congress (1907), 122, 
140; Copenhagen Congress (1910), 
122; Brussels Conference (1914). 
197-138; and the War, 140, 146 

Social Revolutionary Party of Russia, 
69, 72, 81, go, 92, 108, 112, 125, 189. 
145, 151, 159, 100, 167, 181, 207, 208, 
220, 221, 224, 227, 284, 298, 251, 269. 
297. $19, 422; Left Social Revolu- 
Uonarıcs, 160, 170, 174, 194, 210, 21g, 
223. 224, 257. 384. 439 

Sokolnikov, Gregory Yakovlevich, 120, 
477; on Politbureau, 179, 265; and 
Brest peace. 21g; in Civil War. 222. 
239; supports Trotsky on Trade 
Unions, 270; against trade monop- 
ols, xog: in the Opposition, 388, 403. 
405. 40Q, 411, 415, 421, 436; capitu- 
lites. 453; arranges Bukharin-Ka- 
menes interview, 482; swears obedi- 
ence to Stalin, 332; in trial of “Ant- 
soviet Trotskyite Centre,” 627-628 

Solonevich, L. 523 545. 584 

Sosnovshy. 239. 334. 472. 495. 581. 6S4 

Soviet, Leningrad (after 1924), 408 

Soviet, Moscow, 185, 288, 304, 429 

Soviet, Petrograd (fiom 1914 to 19824). 
144. 145. 147, 150. 151, 158, 160, 161, 
165, 170, 180, 188, 277. 283, 288, 383 

Soviet, St. Petersburg (before 1914), 
76, 79. Ro, 10g, 117 

Soviets. the. in 1905 Revolution, 76, 
77. Ba. 81, 86; in 1917 Revolution, 
152. 156. 1597, 164. 169, 170, 178; 
First Congress (June 1917), 160. 
164; Regional Conferenee of Ss. of 
North, 180; Second Congress (Nov. 
(giz). 173. 175. 177. 178, 179. 181, 
182, 186, 190, 197: Third Congress 
(jan. tgi8). 219; Fifth Congress 
(july 19138), 223. 224; Sixth Con- 


INDEX 687 


gress (Nov. 1918), 233: 1921 Con- sembly, 210; and peace negotiations, 
gress, 280; 1922 Congress, 322; Exec- 212-214 

utive Committee of, 224. 234, 239. 257. —in the Civil War and after: his part 
260, 266, 287, 288, 296, 299. 441, 606: in the Civil War. 221-224. 235. 246. 
First Congress of Soviets of the Un- 243. 244; and the Military Opposi- 
ion (1923), $22; Second Congress of ton, 225-232. 24i. 242. 245) con- 
S. of U. (1924). 352. 354: Fifth Con- firmed on C.C.. 240; his position 
gress of S. of U. (1928), 491; Seventh after Civil War, 248-250; Commissar 
Congress of S. of U. (1935). 609: for Workers’ and Peasits’ Inspec 
Eighth Congress of S. of U. (1986). tion, 249; his political education, 


623, 630, 650. 664 258, 281; on Politbureau, 265. 266, 
Spartacus League. 236. 237 273; disagreement with Lenin, 267; 
Spiridovich, General A. 1.. 98. 91 and Trade Union discussion, 268. 
Stalin, Joseph Vissarionovich Djugash- 270-272, intrigues for power, 285, 

vili: birth and family, 1-2: at Tiflis 287-289, 291; activity as General 

Theological Seminary, 2. 183. 15; his Secretary, 285, 293. 295. 296, 209: 

mother on, 3%. 5: Yenukidze on, 4: urges abolition of trade monopoly. 

racial characteristics, 8 80.4; activity ‘in Georgia, Zor, 802. 
—carly political activitv: converted to $07: Lenin's struggle against. 305- 

socialism, 16; joins S.-D.P.R., 17; $12., 319, 322 

early vears in Party, 31-83: as “pro. —sUuggle against the Oppositions: in 

fessional revolutionary,” 890. 4l: and the troka against Trotsks and Left 


strikes at Tiflis. 42; expelled from Opposition, 321, 328. 829. 381, 832. 
Tiflis S.-D. Party. 43; Batoum and 834. 339 343. 346-318. 356, 358. 360 


Siberia, 44: alleged correspondence 365, 369. 375:377. 385; and the Ger- 
with Lenin. 50-52; possibly orig- man Revolution, 335-330; on Lenin's 
inallv a Menshevik. 58. no: escapes death, 352. 3533. 355: on Leninism, 
from Siberia and returns to Tiflis. $57; at Thirteenth Party Congress, 
60-61; and 1905 Revolution, 73-75 360-364; and replacement of cadres, 
—from 1905 to 1919: participates at 966; and the Comintern, 367: on 
Bolshevik Congresses, 81-82, 84-8r,, Trade Unions, g71: and the Geor- 
R7, 106. 109; and elections to Duma. gian insurrection of 1924. 372-874; 
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terrorist acts, Qg was àin Tiflis. ghz: on 'Trotsky's role in the Revo- 
Baku, and prison. 109-114; denounces lution, g&4 8g; split in the torka, 
comrades to police. 110, 112, 1g; g8q-85: against Leningrad or New 
second exile and escape. 115-116; be- Opposition, 986-388, 403-4411; policy 
comes member of Bolshevik C.C., toward peasants, 389-391; “Socialism 
116, 129-180; during period of reac- in a Single Country,” 392 sq6. at 
tion. 120; on émigré dissensions, 128- Fourteenth Congress, 98 39y: and 
129: connection with Pravda, 1930- economic planning. 400; disparages 
1931; with Lenin at Cracow, 198: on Krupskaya, qo2: Stalin's róle., qi2 
National Question, 195-194, 152-158. 418; aguinst Opposition Bloc, 414. 
158, 199-206, 239, 274, 299-01, $22. p16 qiB. 42%. 427, 429. 490. 4344140. 
$23; St. Petersburg and exile, 15, 445. 449. 152-458. and statistics, 410; 
197, 198, 142. 148: and the War, 141 opposes industrialisation, 422 424, 
—in the Revolution: on E.C. of Petro- 436-497; and Anglo-Russian Com 
grad Soviet, 148. 150-151; takes over mittee, 428, names towns after him- 
Pravda, 151-153: position before self, 431, 597; and bureaucracy, 482- 


Lenin's return, 154-155; rôle in Rev- 433, 460. 474. 517-519. Âg and 
olution, 156. 158, 167. 168, 169, 178, Chinese Revolutinri; 442-444. 446. 
ina, ais a ah apposition i 450-451, 471; and Right Opposition, 


l i 447. 155-459, 461, 465, 468-470, 472. 
Trotsky, 162; member of Politbu- 476-477. 480-490, 492: Opposes rapid 


reau, 179; on Lenin. 182; on Trotsky, collectivisation. 46 G 

, l ; aaa : ! + 464. 467-468. 479, 
183; on world revolution, 186; and 481; at Fifteenth Congress, 466-469; 
formation of Bolshevik Government. and the Shakhty affair, 478: and the 
191, 194; Commissar for National- famine, 490-491; and the capitula-, 
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question, 206; and Constituent As- 509-511, 577-579 
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—the First Five Year Plan, 498-497. 
501-507, 515-516, 520-529, 585-556, 
561, 587; the repression, 499-500, 
590-531, 534-585; and international 
politics, 520, 586-588; mutations of 
personnel, 532-588; and = socialism, 
558-563; and war, 566-569, 571; and 
the Soviet State, 572; and Literature 
and Art, 573-576, 619; at the Seven- 
teenth Congress, 579-581; and the 
Comintern, 586 

—the Kirov murder, 593-595. 597-601, 
608; his new Constitution, 6oz, 6o4, 
622-629, 630; liquidates various or- 
ganisations, 607-608; his counter- 
revolution, 610, 617; and Soviet 
economy, 610-615; and foreign af- 
fairs, 6:6, 620-621; mutations of per- 
sonnel, 624-625; the Moscow trials, 
627-630, 652-660; the repression, 631- 
642. 647-631; Mussolini on, 683-6384; 
compared to figures in Russian Elis- 
tory, 643-646; adulation of, 660-66; 
and Second Five Year Plan, 6fi¢-672: 
imitates Hither and Mussolini, 673; 
and the Soviet State, 678-675 

—his character and methods, 88-34. 
DOK. 431-432. 448, 522, 58I-5Ry, 5RQ- 
598. 596, 605-609 
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Sun Yat-sen, 441. 443. 444. 446 

Svanidze, Catherine (frst wife of 
Stalin). 598 

Sverdlov, Jacob Mikhailovich, 229. 
224. 244; in Siberian exile with 
Stalin, 294. 197, 142, 148%; at Sixth 
Party Congress, 167; in October Rev 
olution, 179; and formation of Bol- 
shevik Government. 191; and Brest 
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240; in Civil War, 229. 230; death, 
248; Lenin on, 249: on Politbureau. 
265; Secretary of Party. 266 
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157; supports Lenin on Trade Un- 
ions, 270; at Trade Union Congress 
(1921), 296, 297; supports troika, 
$41; supports Stalin against New 
Opposition, 388, 406, 411; and Anglo- 
Russian Committee, 427, 428, 449; 
in Right Opposition, 447, 459. 480. 
484. 497. 518; advocates liquidation 
of Red Trade Unions, 586; suicide, 
626, 631 

Trade Unions, discussion on, 268-273; 
Congress (1921), 296; Committee of 
Russian and British T. Us.. 327-328; 
Red T. U. International, 586 

Trial (1922) of the Social Revolution. 
aries, $19 

Trial (June 1928), the “Shakhtv Af- 
fair,” 478 

Trial (Mav 1929), of von Mekk. Ve- 
lichko and Palchinskyv, 493-494 

Trial (Nov-Dec. 1930) of the Indus- 
trialists. 529, 530, 652 

Trial (March 1931) of the Menshe- 
viks, 530-532. G52 

Trial (Aug. 1936) of the “Trotskyite- 
Zinovievite Terrorist Centre,” 625- 
627. 657 

Trial (Nov. 1936) at Novosibirsk, 627 

Trial (Jan. 1937) of the “Anti-Soviet 
Trotskvite Centre.” 627, G2. 57 

Trial (June 1937) of the Eight Gen- 
erals, 629. 659 

Trial (March 1998) of the “Rightist- 
Trotskvit Bloc.” 632. 633, 657 

Trilisser, M. A., 484. 486, 501. 685 

Troika of Stalin. Zinoviev and Ka- 
menev, 299. $21. 328, 329, 330, 337, 
339. 341-344. 347: 349. 351. 359. 361, 
$62, 363, 365. 368, 87:1, 376. 377. 379. 
881, 3R3. 387. 398. 413 

Trotsky, Leon Davidovich Bronstein: 

—birth, 1; deported to Siberia, 16; at 
Nicolavev, 31; on Lenin, 38; escapes 
from Siberia. 45; at Second Congress, 
84:58; supports Martov, 55-56; con- 
troversies with Lenin. 57, 64-65, 122- 
129, 131-132. 259; his part in 1905 
Revolution. 77-79. 156. 161, 186, 438; 
on expropriations, 99, 126-127; at 
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Third Congress, 107, 109: and elec- 
tions to Duma, 108; his position on 
split in Social-Democtracy, 116, 122. 
128; advocates “Europeanisation,” 
122; on awakening in Russia, 129: 
calls Congress at Vienna (“August 
Bloc” 1912). 281; gues to Balkans, 
133; at Brussels International Con- 
gress, 197; and the War, 141. 147-148 
in the Revolution: returns to Rus- 
sia, 160; attitude to Revolution, 161; 
with Lenin in Revolution, 161-162, 
249; in “July Days,” 165-166; elected 
to Bolshevik C.C., 169; President of 
Petrograd Soviet, 170. Ro: organises 
insurrection, 173. 175, 177. 180-184. 
18g; and Democratic Conference. 
174: leads Military Revolutionary 
Committec, 179; on Politbureau, 179. 
267-266., 289; and formation of Bol- 
shevik Government, 11-195. 198; al- 
tacked by Gorky., 195-197: and Na 
tional Question, 199-20; and agranman 
question, 206, 208; and Gonstitucat 
Assembly, 209, 231-212; and Brest 
Latovskh peace, 213 219; domestic 
policy, 221; and world revolution, 
2393. 262 263 
in Civil War and after: his rôle in 
Civil War, 222 224. 22%. 227. 231. 245. 
299. 241, 243 244. 240-247: and the 
Military Opposition, 226, 228 292. 
236, 242. 245; confimed on C.C., 
240; relations with Lenin, 250, 267. 
285; and Red Terror. 252-254, 25%: 
and = ocompulsory labour, 259-200; 
valut of his testimony, 267: and 
Trade Union discussron, 208 279; 
and Kronstadt rebellhon. 274. 27N- 
279: and War Communism. 275, 290, 
and the N.E.P.. 299-280; on Dhermi- 
dor, 2&4. 413. 45%. 474 975; OM Stalin, 
287. 293; and the Comintern. 290, 
gy, 367-368; Stalin and carly oppo- 
sition to T., 291. 298-299; upholds 
trade monopoly, 304-407; and Len- 
in's struggle against Stalin, 308-9312; 
on economic planning. 309, 324. 400 
in Left) Opposition: the troika 
against. $21, 325-329. 331-335. 337. 
339-344. 345-319. 358-364. 369. 371. 
374-376, 381-3852, 385 387. 392; on 
viet economy, 323-325, 414; and 
German Revolution, 336; and Len- 
in's death, 995; at Thirteenth Con- 
gress, g60-364; his Lessons of Oc- 
tober, 377-380, 383; ousted from 
Council of War, 38:1; Stalin on T.’s 
rôle in Revolution, 3R3-384; and the 
peasants, 990, 424; remains on Polit- 


bureau. 412; on Stalin's rôle, 412- 
413: his tactics, in Opposition, 414. 
417-4018. 427. 488. 485. 437. 489-440. 
$45. 452. 460; on Anglo-Russian 
Committee, 428; dismissed from 
Department of Economics, 49 4: signs 
capitulations, 436. 4593: removed 
from Politbureau, 486; on Chinese 
Revolution, 449. 446; at E.C. of the 
Comintern, 449; removed from CC., 
419-450. 457-459: expelled from 
Comintern, 456; on Five Year Plan, 
460. 493. 495-497; and November 
1927 demonstration, 461 462; ex- 
‘Hed fiom Party, 467. 469 

—in exile: deported to Siberia. 47 
eee self to Babeuf, 478: and 
crushing of Opposition, 476-477: Cr.: 
ed to “Turkey, 492; and capitu- 
litors. 495.581; on Russian cconomy, 
41-542; on State socialism, 570, 673; 
and Literature, 4574; compared to 
Stalin, 583; and Kirovs murder, 
5094; and Moscow trials, 626, G29, 
632. 6933. 645. G52, 653. 655; on bu- 
weuucracy, 674: fails to make ap- 
praisal, 676 
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Voltaire, 20, 103, 546, 562 

Voronsky, A., 884, 574, 639 

Voroshilov, Klimenti, in Civil War, 
221, 222, 224; leads Military Opposi- 
tion, 225, 226-230, 232; falsifies his- 
tory of Civil War, 245, 236, 249, 245, 
247; on Revolutionary Council of 
War, 333. 360; Commissar for War, 
998; supports Stalin, 404, 411, 438, 
448; and Right Opposition, 480, 483, 
484; Stalin's hold over, 486-487: or- 
thodox Stalinist, 518; his evidence 
on famine, 552; bonu marshal, 
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Vorovky: V. V., 66 
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Vyshinsky, Andrei, 606, 626, 632 


Wang An-shih, 558-559 

Wang Ching wei. 444. 450 

War Communism. 274. 275, 296, 325. 
$32. 8390. 480. 484. 495. 500. 506, 566 
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War, Ruso Japanese, 68, 86, 146, 149, 
B4t, 566 
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Wrangel, General P., 247. 457 
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Yagoda, Henry, and Right Opposition, 
484, 486; directs G.P.U., hoi, 572. 
88; and Kirov's murder, 598; aids 
Stalin's purge, 608, 618, G24, 681, 
632; fulis into disgrace, G28. 62q; in 
trial of “Rightist-Trotskyist Bloc.” 
Gsz. 693g, Gye, 654, 656, 657; closest 
colleague of Stalin, 598. 659 

Varoshavsky, Emilian, igo. 147. 
878, 480, 476. 517. 533. 660 

Yegorov. Marshal, 617. 635. 657 

Yenuhidze, Abel. 4. 6v, 71, 606, 628, 
632. 697, 679, 660 

Yermolov, Viceroy of che Caucasus. 14 

Yermolov, A. nì 

Yevdokimov, 403, 404. 436. 594, 626 

Yerzhov. Nicholas. 606. 608. G24. 628, 
fizg, 631, 692, 6g5. 650, 656, 657 

Yuan Shib-kai 441 

Yudenich, General, 287, 241. 249 

Yurenev, 268, 328. 635 
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Zasulich, Vera, 27, 30, 36, 55. 593 

Zatonsky, V. P., 274, 596, 620, 637 

Zavarzin, General P., 136 

Zemlya i Volya, 21 

Zetkin, Clara, 126, 247, 966, 439. 514 

Zimmerwald Conference, 146, 155. 158 

Zinoviev, Gregory Yevseyevich, 99, 116. 
209, $70, 432. 438. 477. 496. 497. 646 

—during the reaction, 117; and elec- 
tions to Duma, 119; alleged falsifica- 
tions, 126; his History of the Party, 
130; in Galicia with Lenin, 137; and 
the War, 146, 148: inclines to Ka- 
menev's view of April Theses, 154; 
in hiding with Lenin, 165; op 
seizure of power, 173, 176; on Polit- 
bureau, 179, 265; opinion on Euro- 
pean revolution, 185; and formation 
of Bolshevik Government, tg1, 194; 
and Brest peace, 213; at Eighth Con. 
gress, 240; on Trotsky's defence of 
Petrograd, 243: Lenin on, 249. 306. 
505; Trotsky on, 267, 287; joins 
Stalin and Kamenev against Trotsky. 
2875, 291; President of Petrograd 
Soviet, 288 

-am troka against Left Opposition, 
209. 321. 363. 304. 965; self aggrandise- 
ment, 308; on freedom of criticism, 
giz; and German Revolution, 385- 
346, 455; on Lenin, 356; on “social- 
fascism.” 369; and the peasants, 372, 
$90, 424; against “Trotskvism.” 377- 
$83; urges imprisonment of Trotsky, 
881; breaks with Stalin, g83. 385-388, 
yyr-g92, 896. 303: on "Socialism in 
One Country.” 994-905, 414 

—leads Leningrad or New Opposition, 
400-401, 403, 405-407, 409-411, 416. 
417: in Opposition Bloc. 415, 417- 
418. 425-430. 426-437, 439. 452. 459: 
considers capitulation, 440-441, 469: 
and the Chinese Revolution, 443: 
excluded from C.C., 449-450. 453. 
457; and Nov. 1927 demonstration, 
461-362; expelled from Party, 465 

—capitulates, 470; denounces com- 
rades, 472; and Bukharin-Kamenev 
interview, 482, 48%; self-abasement 
and confessions, 489, 498: on educa- 
tion, 514; denounces Bukharin. 518; 
exiled again. 535; imprisoned after 
Kirov affair, 594. 398; his defeat, 
597: in trial of “Trotskvite-Zino- 
vievite Centre.” 626-627; will write 
no memoirs, 659-660 
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